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MG’s Corner 
By Spokes editor, Michael Goodwin             
 

First, let me tell you that because of the COVID-19 pandemic, I’ve rewritten this column three or four times during the last couple of weeks.  I’m sure I’m 
not alone in having had some swings or progressions 

in my levels of caution, fear, hope, frustration and 

anxiety.  In a normal year, early April would be the 

time we shake off those last bits of cabin fever – you know, get outside, see what’s sprouting, feel the 
warm sunshine, take the MG out for its first spin of 

the year on the salt-free roads! 

Of course, things are different this year, and I hope we’re all finding ways of shaking off the cabin fever – it’s bad enough to have to be socially distant from each other, but to feel like we’re stuck indoors with nothing to do?  Don’t let that happen!  In this issue of 

Spokes, you’ll find information on the MGCC WNY 
2020 Motoring Challenge – a local twist on the Moss 

Motoring Challenge some of us enjoyed in past years.  I’ll stop short of officially recommending that you 

jump on this right away as a means to enjoy some fun 

activity that maintains social distancing.  When we 

can start getting out more, this activity that was put together by Chad D’Angelo (with a bit of help from Lisa D’Angelo and me) will be a fun way to drive our 

little cars a bit more, enjoy some local sights, and 

have a bit of friendly and entertaining competition.  Be sure your car is running well so you don’t risk 
needing to call for a tow or other roadside help! 

Elsewhere in this issue, we have a nice write-up by 

Dan Suter about his recent Amelia Island trip, as well 

as a somewhat recent throwback item from Alan 

Costich (on his Road to the Collier Cup), a lovely article on “CARtoonist and Car Guy” Charles Addams 
(previously published in the Morgan Club newsletter) 

by Annabelle Tescione, and a more-distant 

throwback to the1952 Grand Island Centennial Grand 

Prix, contributed by Jay Lockrow and written by the 

late Bill Close. 

Thanks to all the contributors for pitching in during 

this time when there are no club gatherings or 

activities to report on.  Please enjoy the minutes of 

the meeting that never happened, and keep in mind 

that all dates of future activities are tentative. 

Socially-isolated Safety Fast! 
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not really the Meeting Minutes - MGCC Meeting March 19, 2020 
this was in no way submitted by Dan Suter, Secretary        

 

Because of the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, 

our March meeting never got underway with a 

call to order at 7:32 PM by Ted Hershey.  There 

was, in fact no call to order by Ted at any time at 

all.  Vice-Chair Bob Welch was not there to step 

up for the absent chair.  There were, in fact, no 

members in attendance.   Secretary Dan Suter 

was not present to record the minutes, and so 

Trustee Hollis Hames would have considered filling that role, but he didn’t have a pen or paper with him, and he wasn’t there anyway. 
   

A motion was not made, seconded and approved 

for the February minutes.  Mike Goodwin was 

not present to point out that according to 

Roberts Rules of Order, approval of minutes is 

never voted on anyway (but he got to say it here, 

since someone let him have this soapbox).  Mark 

Doran from the Triumph club was not our guest 

this evening (but he was last month, and we 

think he enjoyed himself – maybe he’ll come 
back if we ever get to hold a meeting again).  No 

new members were present.  (And, I’ll remind 
you, no old members were present either, but the 

members do seem to all be getting older, don’t 
they?) 
  

Treasurer Report: As Leon could not attend, no 

one gave a brief Treasurer’s summary which would have said “We have some money in the 

bank.  I can write checks to reimburse anyone for 

Club expenses when I get back from Florida.  In the meantime, we’re on track to be financially okay through the year.” 
 

Activities:  Mike Robinson wasn’t present to 
share an update nor to give a brief recap of all 

the recent events that never took place.  March 

would have been a swell month to eat a lot of 

pancakes at both the Legion (cancelled) and Cartwright’s (didn’t happen, did it?). 

The following upcoming activities might have 

been announced. (Who really knows?  No one 

was there to hear them.) 

April –April’s meeting and all activities have been 

cancelled. (That’s a fact, not a joke.) 

 

• May – Swing into Spring. Hosted by Dick 

Powers 

o Sunday May 3rd , 4 PM, Mulconry’s 
Irish Pub 

• May – Hammondsport and Ithaca. Hosted 

by Jeff and Susan Kath. 

o Saturday and Sunday May 9th and 10th. 

Further details pending. 

• June – Summer Kickoff Tour – Tillman’s 
and The Cobblestone Museum.  Hosted by 

Mike and Maggie Robinson.   

o Sunday June 7th.  9:30AM departure from 

the Legion, to Albion, NY for breakfast buffet at Tillman’s and then on to the 
Cobblestone Museum.  

 

Membership:  Paul Osborne could not attend 

just the same as everyone else, but he might have 

reported that we have lots of renewals out of a 

hundred-and-thirty-or-forty-some-odd 

members.  If you still need to pay your 2020 

dues, please send them in! By now, it’s getting embarrassingly late, and it’s not like you can say you’ve been too busy to think about paying dues (unless you’ve been spending a lot of time 

driving around the county, hopelessly shopping 

for toilet paper). 
 

Regalia:  Joe Bellizia and Mike Robinson will 

meet from opposite ends of a very long 

otherwise empty room somewhere to complete 

the transfer. They’ve been chatting and emailing.  

Joe was not present to report that he is working 

on a deal to get MG octagon logo embossed 

bottles of hand sanitizer, and toilet paper 

embroidered with the MGCC WNY emblem. He 

would have reported that the embroidering adds 

a little cost.   
 

Spokes:  Editor Mike Goodwin was not present.  

Who knows, he may never be able to come back 

from California.  He can be reached via e-mail.  

Mike would have thanked all those who 

submitted for the March issue.   Submissions for 

next month are due on the Thursday following 

the regular meeting, whether or not the meeting 

actually is held.  
 

(not really the Meeting Minutes continue on next 

page)
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not really the Meeting Minutes MGCC Meeting March 19, 2020 
(continued from previous page)           

 

Watkins Glen:  Dave Wild would have said a few 

things, or maybe not.  If he DID say anything, no 

one was present to hear it anyway, but someone 

would have asked Dave to please use the 

microphone. 
 

Librarian:  Al Costich was not in attendance to 

announce that he had no report, but no one 

expected one anyway. 
 

Website:  We have a website and Leon takes 

care of it.  It gets a number of hits, but Leon 

wasn’t at the meeting to tell us all that stuff. 
 

Car Show: Ted Hershey and Mike Robinson are 

(or perhaps are NOT) working on anything for this year’s show. 
 

Old Business:  none 

New Business:  none   

 

Monkey Business:  this entire report 

Member Projects:  These updates were NOT 

given:  Dan Suter is working on something.  Dick 

Powers is restoring another car (how many does 

he have tucked away, anyway?!) Dick 

Rzepkowski is repairing his race car after 

(another!) minor mishap.  Leon Zak promised Barb that he’d get back to work on the Volvo 

soon. Mike Robinson continues to work on his 

MG TF. 

Door prizes:  Not surprisingly, though the 

selection was very fine and expensive, this month’s three bottles of wine were among the 

last items to go, after the 24-pack of Charmin 

Ultra and the six-pack of Purell hand sanitizer. 

The meeting was closed at 8:04 PM, or might just 

as well have been. 
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Amelia Island or Bust Tour 2020 – in an MGA MKII Coupe 
By Dan Suter (photos by Dan Suter unless otherwise credited)       

 
The phone rang one evening in December and it 

was my friend Jonathan Stein, offering me a chance 

to co-drive his 1962 dove grey MGA MKII coupe 

from Gettysburg, PA to Amelia Island, FL as part of 

a 5-day driving tour.  The tour, nearly 1400 miles, 

would arrive in 

Amelia Island on 

the Thursday 

before the annual 

concourse show 

held on March 8.  

Encompassing 

great driving roads, 

surrounded by like-

minded enthusiasts, 

with added tours of 

private collections, 

it promised to be a 

great time.   

First a little bit 

about Jonathan’s 
coupe.  He has 

owned this car for 

43 years.  He bought it in California in 1976 and 

drove it cross-country back to his home in NJ.  It 

underwent a full restoration in gorgeous dove grey 

with a correct red interior.  It carries its original 

1622 engine, and rides on 48-spoke wire wheels.  

As a bit of NAMGAR history, it won the Coupe class 

at GT-11 at Norwich, CT in 1986, and won Premier 

at GT-13 at Marietta, Ohio in 1988.  He has brought 

it to other GTs in Charlottesville, Morgantown, and 

most recently Richmond.  It has mellowed as a 

beautiful older restoration in continued excellent 

shape.  It got a second engine rebuild about 5 years 

ago, and halleluiah, it got a Hi-Gear 5-speed 

conversion about 3 

years ago.    

Over the winter, 

Jonathan had some 

maintenance and 

upgrade work done by 

Ed Sweeney of Proper 

Noise restoration shop 

in Reading, PA.  The 

resulting performance 

on this trip was a credit 

to both Jonathan and Ed. 

Friday Feb 28 – 

Packing the car I arrived at Jonathan’s 
home in Reading, PA, 

complete with my 

packed items and 

various spares I had gathered for my own 600-mile 

drive in my Magnette to GT-43 in Richmond.  (The 

fact that we brought the spares guaranteed we 

would not need the spares, right?)  The MkII coupe 

stood gleaming, freshly polished, in the garage, and 

I felt guilty thinking of how dirty it might get on the 

trip, while my MKII Deluxe roadster and Magnette 

sat home safe and clean under their covers.  
(article continues next page)

 

  

 
Packed and ready to depart from Reading, PA 
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Amelia Island or Bust Tour 2020 – in an MGA MKII Coupe 
(continued from previous page)            
We spent nearly an hour in 25-degree weather 

packing and repacking until we were at least able 

to get everything either in, or attached to the car in some fashion.  My suitcase, only 24”x14”x10” 
(which I thought was small for 12 days!), would 

ride on the luggage rack and we quickly discovered the 10” height nearly blocked our rearward vision!  
At least 2 small bags had to ride in the footwell, 

while every other nook and cranny was stuffed full.  

Jonathan checked the pure-gas website each 

evening to see if we could reasonably locate 

ethanol-free gas each day.    

Saturday Feb 29 – Reading, PA to Gettysburg, 

PA    

We were on the road before 9AM.  We filled up 

with 93 octane, ethanol free gas in York and 

continued. Our first stop was a tour of a private collection of an acquaintance of Jonathan’s, on the 
way to Gettysburg.  It was a great variety of 

beautiful Italian, German, and American cars.   

Between Reading and Gettysburg, the coupe 

hesitates a couple of times—what was that?   The 

1622 had received a new electronic distributor 

over the winter—are we in trouble already?  We 

have the original distributor, and a spare coil all 

bagged and in the boot in case we need them.  We 

figure out the miss occurs under load, when under 

3,000rpm, so Jonathan adapts his driving style to 

work around those conditions where possible. The 

5th gear is already proving to be a godsend, 

enabling 70mph cruising with perhaps 3400rpm 

on the tach.  I find that I am enjoying the coupe 

immensely.  The lack of drafts and roll up windows 

are quickly turning me into coupe enthusiast.  The 

heater and demister are surprisingly effective and 

we are using them continuously in the sub-freezing 

temps.         

We next rode to Gettysburg and pulled up to the 

historic Gettysburg Hotel, where we started 

meeting other Tour participants.  Immediately, two 

great Austin Healey guys, Ray and John, offered to 

carry my suitcase in the trunk of their modern XK8 

coupe all week.  I simply brought my bag down to the driver’s meeting each day, walked it out to 
their car, and it stayed dry all week. 

Saturday afternoon featured a tour of a local 

private collection featuring 1930s Packards, late 

1950 fuelie Corvettes with road racing history, and 

an incredible collection of WW2 Jeeps and large 

Army vehicles.  The gracious hosts who welcomed 

this big tour group to their storage and display 

buildings set the pattern which would follow all 

week.  Saturday evening ends with a happy hour at 

the bar and then a buffet dinner.  We are getting to 

know the other participants and are learning many 

are back for the third, fourth, or fifth time.  

Sunday Mar 1 – Gettysburg, PA to Staunton, VA 

It is an exciting morning.  The MGA coupe starts 

pretty well in the 18-degree temperatures, and 

Jonathan moves it with the other cars to the large 

traffic circle outside the hotel.  I have studied the 

thick route book and am wondering about all the 

pages of printed details, until event leader Dave 

Hord explains that he inserted features to look for 

just before turns, and also confirmation features 

immediately after turns.  It turns out to be a really 

effective pattern, because then the navigator does 

not need to keep his head buried in the book 

reading details for the miles in between the 

featured items.  A quick mark with the pen for the 

completed instructions, and we hopefully will stay 

on track.   

I am determined NOT to get the very first 

instruction wrong and blast out of town in the 

wrong direction.  Happily, there is a large bank on 

the corner as the first landmark and it is easy to 

keep on our left.  We leave Gettysburg into the 

beautiful PA countryside.   We probably got away 

in the first group of 10 cars, and as the country 

roads start to become hillier, we are collecting a 

number of the rest of the group behind us.  They 

are all keeping a good pace and we quickly decide 

we have to let everyone by.  Our 90bhp MGA simply can’t climb the hills with the more modern 
Porsches, Corvettes, Jags, Lotus, and BMWs on the trip!  Jonathan doesn’t want to flog the car all week long trying, and I don’t blame him a bit.  This 
pattern will repeat itself after each stop on the first 

couple days of the trip.  We pull over, a group of 

cars goes by, and they are soon out of sight.   

   (article continues next page) 
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Amelia Island or Bust Tour 2020 – in an MGA MKII Coupe 
(continued from previous page)            
 

Tour leader Dave has suggested giving the other participants a ‘thumbs up’ symbol to let everyone 
know that our tour car pulled over does not have a 

problem, and we start using this to communicate 

with the others.   

After lunch in a converted historic grain mill 

restaurant in Purcellville, VA, I take the wheel for 

the first time.  I love how tight and responsive Jonathan’s coupe feels, 
and also how similar to 

my own MkII.  Holding 

it in lower gears a bit 

longer keeps the sub-

3000rpm miss at bay.  

The terrain continues 

to be hilly, but we are 

enjoying the tour and 

going along at our own 

pace.  We debate 

whether to swap back 

to the original points 

distributor.  One 

element is that we are 

unsure of how to 

reobtain 

registration/timing for 

the electronic distributor if for some reason we 

have to swap back again.  What seemed like a 

simple job in my driveway on my own MKII 

suddenly seems more daunting in that we might 

disable the car right in the middle of a long trip.  So, 

we debate some more and take no action.    

We arrive in Staunton, VA to the Stonewall Jackson 

Historic Hotel and quickly gather for a tour of the 

Bruce Elder antique and classic car shop, which is 

in walking distance.   It is situated in a former Ford 

dealership that was built right in downtown 

Staunton in 1911, and I thoroughly enjoy the 

presentations by Bruce and has business partner 

Brian, as well as seeing all the cars in the collection.  

We make a run for ethanol free gas and are ready 

for the next leg.  The tour book suggests we will be 

going 260-310 miles per day.  I make a mental note 

to return to Staunton to tour the historic parts 

another time.      

Monday Mar 2 –Staunton, VA to Wytheville, VA 

Monday, we have a 1-hour drive and then arrive at 

another outstanding private collection.  An Elva 

sports racer, a Lola T70, postwar Alfas, and an AC 

Ace are among a few of the standouts.  Route 

master Dave has provided us with a couple of 

shortcuts that will chop roughly 50 minutes off the tour which we gratefully accept.  Monday’s journey 
ends as we arrive at the 

Bolling Wilson Historic 

Hotel in Wytheville, VA.  

A Monday evening 

presentation by Tom 

Cotter, the Barn Find 

Hunter, has to be 

cancelled as Tom did not 

arrive home in time 

from his prior trip after 

delays.   

Both route master Dave 

Hord and Hagerty trip 

leader Brad Phillips have 

proven to be both full of 

enthusiasm, energy.  

They are tireless and 

upbeat, and have made 

this a fun and interesting trip.     

Tuesday Mar 3—Wytheville, VA to Clinton, SC 

In packing the car in the parking lot, Jonathan and I 

discover that a 1960 Porsche 356 Super 90 has 

joined the tour, and we are secretly glad we are no 

longer the oldest car on tour.   

The Tuesday agenda includes a visit to the Michelin 

Tire Proving Grounds in Laurens, SC.  Michelin has 

established a great facility with garages and 

various test tracks here in rural South Carolina, 

tucked in behind a stout tree-line.  Michelin does 

tire development here, including co-development 

of tires with auto manufacturers including Tesla 

and Chevrolet for the Corvette.   It rained in 

varying amounts most of the day. 

(article continues next page) 

  

 
On the test track at the Michelen Laurens Proving Grounds. 

Photo credit Heather Furno 
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Amelia Island or Bust Tour 2020 – in an MGA MKII Coupe 
(continued from previous page)            

 
While the group is gathering, one of the Michelin 

employees takes tour members out for a test ride 

in a Tesla.  I climb in, and he floors it while casually 

explaining the tour.  The Tesla leaps from 0-90mph 

in under 5 seconds in a silent rush that pins me to 

my seat.  He next transitions to a series of curves 

along the wet track (which is also being watered by 

sprinklers) and I watch him set the cruise control to 65mph.  I’m initially fairly certain that we will 

spin out at this speed, but then I notice his calm and relaxed body language and ask, “You KNOW we will be fine at this speed, don’t you?” and he smiles and says “Yes”.   This is followed by a video 
and PowerPoint presentation in the conference 

building.  After that, they lead us to the high-

performance testing track where we will get to 

enjoy several laps in our own cars in groups of ten 

behind a pace car.   

The track is a great mixture of sweepers and tight 

turns and the group moves right along.  We are 

behind a small German roadster driven by Jeff Lane 

and Christine of Lane Motor Museum in Nashville.  

It had been repowered by a Mini 1275 engine and 

it readily keeps up with the group.   After a 

barbeque dinner on-site, the co-drivers get a 

chance to try out the track so I climb behind the 

wheel for four great laps!  We head for the hotel.  

At the gas stop, I ask 

for a ride in the BRG 

Sunbeam Tiger on the 

tour and so we swap 

navigators for the 15-

mile run to the hotel.  

This Tiger is set up 

with a 302 and 5-

speed and makes 

great sounds to 

accompany the hard 

acceleration—holy 

cow is this thing fast!  

An impromptu social 

hour breaks out in 

the hotel parking lot, 

we visit for a while.  

Mysteriously, the 

MKII coupe has stopped missing, but has started 

pinging a bit.  We continue to buy 93 octane fuel, 

but wonder about the overall fuel quality.  Still, it 

has continued to run like a trooper – perfectly 

reliable and not even any other worrying noises.  I 

continue to be impressed with it.      

Wednesday Mar 4 – Clinton, SC to Beaufort, SC 

At breakfast, various participants are showing the weather forecast on their phones, and it isn’t 
pretty.  A large rain storm is sweeping towards the 

East coast and most of our day will be spent in it.  It 

rains HARD for much of the morning, including 

during another private tour collection.   It turns out 

that one does not stay COMPLETELY dry in an MGA 

coupe, but does manage to stay MOSTLY dry.  We 

arrive for lunch and enjoy the chance to compare 

notes with the other tour members.   

The afternoon features a wine and cheese party 

hosted by the brother-in-law of one of our tour 

members.  The art gallery holding the party is a 

rainy one block walk from our hotel in Beaufort, 

SC.   At dinner that night, we talk with route master 

Dave who agrees about the idea of adding a simpler, shorter ‘B’ route to future tours to 
encourage some of the older classics to participate.   

Thursday Mar 5 – Beaufort, SC to Amelia Island 

Today marks the end of the tour.  We hit the road 

to get to Amelia Island a bit early, but hit horrific 

rains again.  The MGA 

coupe continues without 

missing a beat, but we 

are regularly hearing 

pinging so are careful to 

avoid low rpm loads.  We 

even continue on I-95 in 

the rain, and the cars and 

trucks are respectful of 

us, and we get numerous 

thumbs up.  All our 

fellow travelers treated 

us well, and we arrived 

on-time.  After checking 

in, we head out to find a 

DIY car wash.  The poor 

MGA has an oily layer of 

grime all over it.  After 

finally finding a place, we apply suds and then 

carefully wash the coupe down.  Hey, there is a  

       (article continues next page) 
 

 
On I-95 in the rain 
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Amelia Island or Bust Tour 2020 – in an MGA MKII Coupe 
(continued from previous page)            
dove grey car under there!  We get the paint and 

trim looking good, but the wire wheels still want 

more attention that will have to wait until home.  

We prepped the car to be displayed at the Hagerty 

Motoring Film Festival with the other tour 

participants.  After 

that, we use the car 

sparingly around 

Amelia but do 

check fluids and get 

ready for the trip 

home.  The coupe 

has brought us just 

over 1300 miles on 

the tour.   

On Saturday, Bruce 

Woodson 

graciously agrees to 

look at the 

distributor, and he 

and Jonathan 

disappear for a test 

drive.  I wisely choose to sit in their car and visit 

with Carol and Famous Dave, since it is only 52 

degrees out.  This is Florida, right? Bruce and 

Jonathan come back having adjusted the timing but 

otherwise with the decision that the electronic 

distributor will stay where it is.  

The Dash North – The Return Trip 

On Sunday after the concourse show was done, we 

decided to start our trek north.  We only covered 

about 260 miles in 7 hours due to heavy, 

sometimes stop-and-start, traffic on I-95.  After 

stopping in 

Florence, SC, we 

hit the road again 

by 7AM on 

Monday and 

drive 13 hours 

back to Reading, 

PA.  The MGA ran 

with perfect 

reliability 

throughout this 

last leg of the 

trip, like the 

previous 

portions, and 

brings our 

distance total to 

2250 miles, with no damage beyond a few 

additional stone chips.  I am convinced with 

preparation work, that our cars can become 

reliable transportation on this kind of trip.  The 

characteristics of the coupe really appealed to me 

for this off-season run, and I am really glad 

Jonathan offered the ride to me, and that we got to 

attend and see all the sights on this tour.    DS       Amelia Island and We Didn’t Bust 

by Jonathan A. Stein, March 26, 2020 

In the spring of 1977 I answered an ad in Hemmings Motor News for a 1962 MGA 1600 Mk II in Northern 

California. A friend looked at it for me and I arranged to buy it and head west and drive it home.  

What followed was an epic cross-country trip with my older brother in a heavily loaded 16-year-old MGA. 

We faced scorching desert heat, timing issues in the Rockies, packs of the type of bikers you wouldn’t bring 
home to mom, and a failed water pump just west of Toledo, Ohio.  

Following the California to New Jersey adventure, most of my driving consisted of fairly short distances to 

shows, although I have driven to events all over the Northeast and mid-Atlantic region with one trip to John 

Twist’s summer party in Michigan. None of those trips were much more than 1,200 miles round trip. In fact, 
I’d only put about 22,000 miles on the car in 43 years,  

I first found out about the Hagerty Touring Series’ “Amelia Island or Bust” tour in 2018 and I planned to 
participate for 2019. Well, I did participate, if only by being at the send-off dinner and driver’s meeting. For 
the 2020 version, I renewed my vow to join the tour all the way to Florida. To prepare, I sent it to Ed 

Sweeney’s Proper Noise for the crew to crawl over that car. I gulped when I saw the invoice, but that was just 

           (article continues next page) 

 
This photo taken in the George Washington National Forest, through the 

windshield of a following Ferrari 308 on-tour.  Photo credit Ken Fitzgerald 
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Amelia Island and We Didn’t Bust 

(continued from previous page) 

part of the tour’s entry price. I wanted to be sure the car was truly ready.  
Next, I called Dan Suter and when I invited him to join me he was excited the way small children or Golden 

Retriever puppies get excited. He was happy making lists of all the spares we should take and planning out 

as many details as possible.  

Ed finished the car, in plenty of time, but I couldn’t pick it up because of poor weather. Once it was home, I 
waxed it, treated the glass with Rain-X™, pulled out my spares and started packing the interior.  
Dan drove down to Reading from Rochester the day before our departure for the Gettysburg starting point. 

That night, we packed the spares and fluids and arranged to stop at a friend’s very cool collection. 
Mid morning we departed, filled with Ethanol-free fuel, visited the collection in York and continued on to 

Gettysburg. Over the course of nine days, we drove the car hard, splashed through torrential rains with our 

laughable wipers, and did our best to keep up with much more modern machinery. We had minor issues with 

the new Pertronix electronic distributor, but we made the entire trip without drama, unlike the Daimler 

SP250 that had a wheel bearing fail or the Ferrari 308 that shredded one of its belts.  

Along the way we toured private collections, a classic car dealership and the amazing Michelin Test facility 

near Greenville, South Carolina. We even had the chance to drive the track, before having one of the best 

meals of the trip. 

We finally made it to Amelia Island with a filthy car and damp carpets. During the entire round-trip 

journey of some 2,300 miles, we added a single quart of oil and washed the car once. Most importantly, 

though, Dan and I took away a fantastic memory that we’re going to cherish forever, and, we’re still 
speaking to each other.  
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Sunshine Page 

April Birthdays April Anniversaries 
 

4 

6 

7 

7 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

14 

17 

17 

20 

21 

21 

21 

28 

28 

 

Anita O’Brien 

Anthony Rosati 

Penny Heusler 

Beth Richard 

John Schwelm 

Elton Schulz 

John North 

Janice North 

Jane Hamilton 

Joe Rubino 

Phyllis Wagner 

Steve Melcher 

Marsha Osborne 

Ronald Coyle 

George Haynes 

Dawn Priestley 

Frank Stepanik 

Patrick Ayres 

Joe Giovenco 

 

 
 

 

3 

8 

19 

30 

30 

 

 

 

Latty & Dan Goodwin 

Joan & Lawrence DiGiovanni 

Rosemarie & Frank Stepanik 

Barb & Al Fink 

Suzanne & Robert Keppeler 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations! 

          Happy Birthday, everyone!           
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Charles Addams (1912-1988), CARtoonist and Car Guy  
By Annabelle Tescione (reprinted from a Morgan Club Newsletter of 2012; illustration used with permission)   He was kind of a nut and a kook, but in that “good way” that makes life interesting.  While a lot of his cartoons were 
just plain funny, many had a macabre slant and he was best known for his grim, dark humor. His work was broadly 

published in The New Yorker Magazine and others of the time and he had many books out there, too.  And he was a 

car guy. 

Of particular interest to us, he had great taste in cars, frequently featuring them in his drawings. He owned a 1926 

35C Bugatti (bring to mind Isadora Duncan, her scarf caught in the spokes of a rear wheel) 1933 Aston Martin, a 

gleaming 1960 Bentley, and a 1927 Amilcar — "the poor man's Bugatti," Addams called it. In 1948, he restored a 

beat-up Mercedes –Benz to its original beauty and qualified for the Watkins Glen road race – he raced in the 1948 Junior Prix, the Glen’s very first, at 117 MPH. How dear to our hearts is that?!? 

He reveled in the image of the loony eccentric, too. His home was filled with bizarre items, like a polished human 

thigh bone; a full suit of armour (which he sometimes tried on); many were gifts from loved ones and fans. His 

coffee table was a bit off the beaten path, too – an antique autopsy table with holes in each corner for draining the 

fluids, a rusted adjustable headrest, and a mechanism for raising and lowering the neck. It had, Addams genially 

pointed out, "a rather sinister stain in what would be the region of the kidneys." No wonder that cemeteries were 

some of his favorite places to joyfully, jestingly picnic in! 

His own family looked very much like the ones in his cartoons and, in turn, the Addams Family TV and movie characters….picture Gomez, Morticia, Uncle Fester, Lurch the butler, Thing, etc. In appearance, Addams most resembled his Uncle Fester character and, in real life, looked very much like Walter Matthau. As you read this, can’t 
you picture them all and hear the opening TV show music, with the finger snaps at the end….da da da dum….snap, 

snap! Sometime when you are in the mood for some reading or web surfing, do a search for “Charles Addams” and enjoy a fun ride….and don’t forget to look for “images”, too, so you get his fantastic artwork, photos of him with his cars, 

and a sure good laugh. Here are a few starters: 

The Addams Foundation website:   http://www.charlesaddams.com/ 

 Interview:  “The Father of the Addams Family” on NPR.com, listen or read the story online 

 Pick up a copy of the 2006 biography ‘Charles Addams: A Cartoonist's Life' by Linda Davis 

 

At the end of 2009, the Arnot Art Museum in 

Elmira, NY had a nice exhibit of Addams auto 

related artwork, in conjunction with other 

automotive racing pieces.  Dick Powers 

attended that exhibit and got to see one of Addam’s best – a hearse pulling a race car, a 

true classic! 

In 1988, when Addams died in his car as he 

was parking it, his wife told the The New York 

Times  "He's always been a car buff, so it was 

a nice way to go,"  Our kind of car guy, to the 

very end! 

Our thanks go out to Kevin Miserocchi, 

Executive Director of the Tee and Charles 

Addams Foundation for permission to reprint 

the artwork in our newsletter. 

And, mostly…….thanks to you, Charles Addams. 
Well done! 

http://www.charlesaddams.com/
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Road to the MG Collier Cup  
By Alan Costich & Greg Prehodka, reprinted with permission of Alan Costich          

 

 
(article continues on next page) 



 - 16 - 

Road to the MG Collier Cup  
(continued from previous page)            
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[Editor’s Note:  Chad and Lisa D’Angelo did a great job designing this and the following page to be a front-and-back printout that would be available for handout at MG 

Car Club meetings.  Since there are no meetings in the near future, it is being presented here.  If it were to be printed and folded, the score sheet would be inside, and the 

Challenge Guide would make up the front and back.  We’re sure you can figure it out!] 
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Here is a story written by the late Bill Close for the Grand Island Centennial featuring the Grand Prix 
that ran in 1952. Since we are all "Camping Out" in our homes I was looking for something for 
Spokes and Bingo, Here it is. Most of the members were not around in ’52 but take note of some of 
the interesting cars and drivers like Frazer Nash, Lea Francis, Singer and more.  I was there that day 
and recall most of it including the Porsche. I saw it when it was dragged in. Any questions give me a 
call. Excuse my lack of knowledge on these (^%$*^%(& computers I'll never get used to them. 

Jay Lockrow 
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1952 Grand Island Grand Prix  

(photo submitted by Jay Lockrow)           

  

 

 
 “I did find one picture but there are several more but who knows where. This is a picture of 

Tommy Hoan in his MG TC just entering the River Road section of the course. He wound up 

winning his class as this car would GO! Note the compressed chassis on the left and the slight 

drift. This car was later owned by my dad, then to two different friends and now it is back in Canada still being campaigned in Vintage Racing.” – Jay Lockrow 

 

 

From the Chairman:   

I hope everyone is well and staying close to home.  The month of April looks like it is going to 
be little chilly and rainy so it still might be early for the cars.  I spoke to the Board and based on 
the continued CDC guidelines about distancing and staying home, we have decided to cancel 
the April meeting set for April 16th and the Tune-up clinic on April 25th.  At the present time we 
will wait to see what’s happening concerning May's activities.  Please refer to the Web page for 
information concerning all activities call/email any of the Board members. 
 
Let's not forget that we will get through this crisis together and will be the stronger for 
it.  Contacting club members to see how they are doing is a great way to reinforce that the MG is 
the “Marque of Friendship”. 
 
Please stay safe and healthy, 
 
Ted Hershey 
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Our new(ish) regaliameister , Joe Bellizia, has been working behind the 
scenes (where else does anyone work these days?) to put together some 

interesting possibilities for nifty regalia for the 2020 season and beyond.  He’d 
love to have your input and suggestions – particularly for ideas for items that a 

BUNCH of us want (even if we don’t all know it yet)! 
 

Some great ideas are on the next page! 
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MG Car Club Western New York Centre 
Membership Application 

 
Annual family membership dues $30 

All memberships run calendar year January – December 
 

Name:        Birthday:      
 

Spouse / Friend:      Birthday:      
 

Wedding Anniversary (if applicable):          

Address        City       

State ____________________ Zip_____________ Phone:        

E-mail:              

Today’s Date _____________________________________ 

New ______ Renewal ______ 

Make checks payable to: MGCC of Western NY 
Mail form and payment to: 
Paul Osbourne 7379 E Main St Lima NY 14485 
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Classified Ads 

(Please inform the editor when your ad should be removed)         

 

For Sale: 1994 Morgan Plus 8 5-speed V8 
approximately 5,000 miles, two-tone color Bordeaux & 
Beige.  Asking $65,000 
 

2012 American Hauler Trailer, 8.5 x20 ft. ,all aluminum, 
steel frame, twin extra-heavy axle, top all one piece of 
aluminum, headliner & walls all finished off. 2-12 volt 
lights inside. Ramp on stern.  Asking $5,000 
 

Contact Ginny Fowler 315-945-4390 or 
JD Fowler 315-945-4197 
 

For Sale: 4 MGA 15" wire wheels, the wheels are 
powder coated the correct warm silver and still in good 
shape. Three of the wire wheels are mounted on Kuhmo 
16580R15 tires that have tread left. One wheel is 
mounted on a Michelin XZX 16515R tire. The matching 
Kuhmo tire is available. Asking $40.00 for each 
wheel/tire combination. Price Reduced to 20.00 for 
each wire wheel/tire combination. 
 

Please contact Jeff Langswager: 
  cell: 585 727 7129 or  
  mgamaniac@gmail.com. 
 

For Sale: 1969 Spitfire Mark III roadster. Barn find after 
25 years. Clean title. 1300cc engine runs; Solid body, 
with some work needed to repaint. Will need the usual 
brake hoses and hydraulic work. Has wire wheels. 
Missing ts seats and front bumper.  Inexpensive starter 
project for $1000. 
 

 Call George at 585-872-6536 
 

For Sale: 1952 MGTD, it does run repainted white; 
Estate of past member Charlie Elam. 
 

Call Doug Elam at 319-654-4007 
  If unable to reach Doug, call Charlies's wife 
  Norma at 585-346-5044 
 

For Sale: Miscellaneous XPAG engine parts and 2 hub 
caps for MGTD. Intake and Exhaust manifolds. Both 
cleaned and painted. - $20 
 

Starter motor. Working but could use a rebuild. Moss 
Motors gets a $200 core charge for a new motor. - $100 
 

Hub caps are original/not replacement. - $30 
 

Contact allyn@mgcarclub.com 585-924-5251 
 

For Sale: 1973 MGBGT 
Solid car with overdrive. In storage for 20+ years 
 

Call Gary: (585) 464-9482 
 

For Sale: 1967 MGB GT. Overhauled engine and body. 
4-year old restoration. Runs better than new. Headliner 
is all that's left to repair. Dennis Gaebel.com" 
 

For Sale: 1976 & 1977 MGBs, both need work to start 
them  
 Contact Claude Fedele @ sfedele@rochester.rr.com 
  or 585-899-9388 
 

For Sale: 1974 ó JENSEN HEALEY, California car, 
53,000. Mi.  

Runs great, no rust, never seen salt, undercoated, 
Recent tires and tonneau cover. As is $6,000.00, 
Located in Clayton, NY 13624. We have 
lots of pictures 
 

Contact: my3crows@hughes.net  
   or 1-315-408-1836 
 

For Sale: Special frame designed for all MGB 
components. This frame was originally designed for the 
TF 1800 that was made in Farmington. All MGB 
mechanical components fit the frame and I was going to 
make a "Special" with all the extra MGB parts I have and 
fabricate a Lotus 7 type body around it. Asking $150. 
 

Contact Dick Powers: mgahmogca@rpa.net or at  
  585-410-4500. 
 

For Sale: Completely restored 1973 MGB Tourer. Black 
Tulip exterior with light grey interior and top. This MG 
has a Borg-Warner automatic transmission like the 
factory produced in the 1972-1974 period. 
 

Call Bill Rampe at 330-1661 or wmrampe@yahoo.com 
 

For Sale: Color Wiring Diagrams 11x17 size; many cars 
to choose from $17.95.  Further details at 
  www.colorwiringdiagrams.com 
 

For Sale 1979 MGB convertible, British Racing Green, 
4cyl/4speed.  New tires and brakes last season. Runs 
good an drives good. Solid, tight car.  
Asking $6,500 or Best Offer.  I have owned it for 17 
years and live 1/2 mile from British Auto so they took 
good care of it. 120,000 miles.  I can be reached at 
  kester05@aol.com or 585.784.0072. 
and live in West Walworth, Macedon NY 
 

For Sale: 1962 MGA 1600 Mark ll 
This car is in very good condition located in VA..  
Verona Red with tan top and interior, no rust, original 
1622 motor, good tires, mechanically sound. 
Asking $25K. 
 

Contact: Dick Powers 585-410-4500 or 
  mgahmogca@rpa.net 

 

  

mailto:mgamaniac@gmail.com
mailto:sfedele@rochester.rr.com
mailto:wmrampe@yahoo.com
http://www.colorwiringdiagrams.com/
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January 

 

16 - Meeting 

 

26 – Robbie Burns 

Day 

 

 

February 

 

16 – Wine & Cheese 

          and Valve 

          Cover Races 

 

20 - Meeting 

 

 

March 

3 – What if Cats and Dogs Had 

Opposable Thumbs Day 

15 – Pancake Bkfst. 

19 - Meeting 

22 – Steak Roast 

         and Auction 

26 – Board Mtg. 

 

April 

 

11 – AYCE Pancakes @ Cartwright’s 

 

16 - Meeting 

 

25 – Tune-up 

         Clinic 

May 

3 – Swing Into  

       Spring 

9 – Hammondsport  

       Tour 

10 – Garage Tour 

14 – Board Mtg. 

21 - Meeting 

 

June 

 

7 – Summer Cruise 

14 – Euro Car Day, 

         Williamsville 

18 - Meeting 

 

 

 

July 

 

9 – Board Mtg. 

 

16 - Meeting 

 

19 – MGCC Sports 

          Car Festival 

 

August 

 

16 – American  

     Legion Car Show  

     and Chicken BBQ 

20 - Meeting 

23 – UK Car Day at 

  Genesee Valley Pk. 

 

September 

 

3 – Board Mtg. 

11 – 13 Grand Prix  

        Festival and 

        Racing at 

        Watkins Glen 

17 - Meeting 

 

October 

 

15 - Meeting 

 

24 – Fall Foliage 

         Tour 

 

 

November 

 

12 – Board Mtg. 

 

15 – Garage Tour 

 

19 - Meeting 

 

 

December 

 

T.B.A. – Holiday 

               Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 


