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From Your Editor

Leon Zak

So | get into the 67 Pickup a couple weeks ago,
back when it was warm out, somewhere in the high 20's.
It started right up. | thought “ This thing runs really
well.” Of course the windows fogged up but | figured in
a couple miles it would start to clear. After those couple
miles I'm playing the old Volkswagon Bug winter game -
scrape as you drive! It just wasn't clearing up. I'm also
keeping an eye on the gauges as | go.

Usually the temp guage goes up to just over a
quarter then the thermostat opens and it drops to just
below a quarter and it stays there no matter what the
outside temp is. | noticed this time it went to almost
halfway before it dropped back to where it normally sits.
My thoughts then were “ Geez, the only time the temp has
done anything different was last year on the way to
Carlisle when there was a leak in the radiator.” | wrote
about that incident - how | stopped and put water in it
and then we put Bars in it and it was fine. - OH DAMN!
“1 put water in it” where the key words there. | also made
a mental note to drain it and refill it with the proper
antifreeze mixture.

Well | checked, and the note was till there, right in
my brain where | left it and didn’t read it again after | put
it there.

| was headed to the dentists office in Seabreeze. |
pulled over and checked it - no leaks, temp had dropped
to it's normal level. But | had no heat yet. | went to the
dentist. | figured that while | was in there the residual
heat in the engine compartment would thaw the heater
hoses and it would all warm when | came out. And it was
and the ice then melted fromt he windshield as | drove
over to Kurts Garage on Hudson. | borrowed his anti-
freeze gauge and measured what was in there - good to
28'. Whatta ya know - those things work. | thought it was
in the high 20's that night. | drained it and filled it with
50/50. No leaks have sprung up, temp gauge acts like it
always did. | was lucky, very lucky.

| went somewhere yesterday, it was 1'. It started
great, and heat was there in a couple miles. | again
thanked the auto Gods for that one.

Mental Notes - It's not that | forget them, | don’t
think I’ve ever forgotten one. The problemis | don't
remember them in time!

Activities - We're dang full on activities this year.
Don't forget to check the dates in the Spokes ads just in
case there are any changes. Thanks to the Heaneys for a
find job.

| apologize for not getting the calendar out sooner,
next year I'll start earlier. While I’'m on the subject of the
calendar a couple things - first - any ideas and feedback
would be appreciated. Next - Wallys car - let me put an
end to the rumors - NO Wally didn’t convert his Chrome
Bumper B to a Rubber Bumper, at least not in reality. But
- it may appear that way photographically. Somehow
between the two of us we got the photos screwed up. The
finished car shown is not Wallys, it's Gallagers. Ouch.

Later, Leon ...

PS - Wally and | both made mental notes to get the
pictures correct. Boy are we in deep doo doo.

MGCC Meeting Minutes
January 16, 2003

Our first business meeting for the MGCC Western New
York Centre for the year 2003 was held at Burgundy Basin
Inn. The new board was installed and in place. The meeting
was called to order at 7:40 PM, and a quorum was declared.

The minutes from the November, 2002 meeting were
accepted as written. No new members or guests.

John Baum gave the Treasurer’s report. Dues are due.
No dues paid-no SPOKES after 4/03.

Dave Chase presented Regalia and has a few classic
MGCC jackets left, compliments of Betty Langswager.
Daveis aso the reservationist for Carlisle Weekend this year.

Leon Zak spoke for SPOKES. Get the articlesto him
by next Thursday, 1/24 isthe deadline. The calendar ison its
way.

Joan Heaney provided the Activities report.

1/19, Wine & Cheese + valve cover racing.

2/9, Sweetheart Brunch at Basile's. $8.95

3/2, Steak Roast & auction.

3/30, Old Toad.

4/13, Brunch Run (Mt. Morris dam).

5/3, Road Rally.

5/10, Tuneupclinic

5/23, Autocrossl.

6/1, Car Show.

6/?, Garden Tour.

6/6, Autocross2.

7/20, Road Rally & Steak roast/funkana.

7/17, 45" Anniversary party.

9/20, Tuneup Clinic.

9/21, Autocross3.

9/28, Brunch Rally.

10/12, Fdll tour.

10/19, AutocrossA.

10/25, Halloween Rally.

11/9, Garagetour.

11/mid., Brunch Run.

12/6 Christmas Party.

John Baum gave a car show report. The car show will
be a one-day event held on the first Sunday in June. A
committee has been formed with the Lions Club, objectives
shared. We'll be offering T-shirts for sale at the show this
year (about 100). We'll also have a program, about 40 pages,
with sold advertisements inside as well as car show layout
maps,etc. He need hel p-please volunteer your time for this
important event. Specifically, right now he needs a data base
cleanup person, folks to sell adsfor the af orementioned
Program, T-shirt sales person. Volunteers call John at 872-
3697 or hiscell phone at 752-6153.

Scott Perry did the website report: siteisonlineand a

Old Business: None.
New Business: A “British Car Repair” classis offered
at Adult Ed. In Buffao.
DUES IS DUE: $30.
Cars and Parts for sale. 78 MGB 4 speed W/OD, $2200
OBO, days phone 394-5580, evenings call 396-1664.
Door prizes were awarded, and the meeting was called
at 8:30PM
Respectfully submitted,
Joe DeBlaere, Secretary



Attendancefor January meeting:

Gil Langswager
Betty Langswager
Barb Wild
DaveWild
Dave Chase
George Haynes
Bob Tescione
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Pat Sangster
Steve Sangster
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Joe DeBlaere
Joan Heaney
Paul Heaney
Jim Priestley
Susan Krobusek
Bruce Krobusek
Barb Zak

Alan B. Costich
Leon Zak

Pat Hogan

RITER
AUTOMOTIVE

A Division of
Warren L. Riter {7 Sons, Inc.

Service {# Restorations of
Automobiles to 1970

Appraising
Collectible Automobiles

JimHogan
VivienneRizzo
RhondaRizzo
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Brian Smith
George Herschell
Nancy Herschell
Cheryl Baldwin
Bill Baldwin
SuzanneGlanville
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Joe Schultz
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Don McConnell
Dan Suter

Dick Rzepkowski
Marlene
Rzepkowski
Allen Hess
Elaine Hess

since 1977

2291 PENFIELD ROAD
PENFIELD, NY 14526
TELEPHONE: (585) 381-4368
FAX: (585) 3'77-5920

Dave Ott

John Simonson
HollisHames
Steve Stewart
Ted Hershey
Scott Perry
Sharon Perry
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Laurie Scribner
Doug Scribner
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ChrisBaum
Dick Powers
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Activities Report

The year 2003 has started and we are off to a great year.
There are at least 20 activities for the club. Thisincludesall
social activities, auto cross and the tune up clinics. There will
be 3ralies. Somewill beincluded with others events, some
will stand alone. There are 2 formal events, the 45th anniver-
sary party and the Christmas Party. Some of the old standbys
are agill taking place, such asthe March event at the Old
Toad.

| would loveto take all the credit for the events, but it is
the club members who agree to run an event or to give a
hel ping hand that make things run smoothly. Again | would
like to thank all those who volunteer to run an event or help
someone who is chairing an activity. It basically makes my
position one of coordinator, and coordinating thisyear has
been arelatively easy task. There are some interesting events
planned and | am hoping that all who attend have a great
time.

Take care and hope that all had a great holiday season
and are looking forward to afun filled, prosperous and

healthy 2003.
TheHeaney's
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MOTOCAR RACING
AND RENOVATIONS

JAMES C. PHILLIFS,
PROPRIETOR

Vimtage Race Car Renovatons
Road Racing Cars, Midgats, Anid Sjpnsl Cars

Vimagpe Car Benoeations

Ralling Chaksis Ranavatiana

Enpire And Drivae Lime Dolailing And Overhais
Complote Rust Remcwal and Body Panpl Renovation

Ronovaticns, Sercics And Malnkenance
Aiistin Healey, Jaguar, Mg-A&E Sesies, Morgan Trdemph

Raoe Car Chassis

Complate Chassis Renovatiors And Race Preparations
Duick Changa D@Tarantial Betup Ard Owarhaul
Howdand Transawle Setup And Oveshaul

Compulariesd Chasas Analyaia And Sabip

Dynamic And Static Waight Analysis

Quality Workmanship At & Fair Price

585-225-40998
BT50 Main Streat
Honeoywe NY 14471

J Mo Job Too Largs Or Too Small
7 Yoors Exporience
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British Car Day July 14,
2002 Cincinnati, Ohio

Allen Hess

When my parents moved to Cincinnati area, our
summer visits often coincided with British Car Day spon-
sored by the Ohio Valley Austin Healey Club and the British
Car Club of Greater Cincinnati. The show’s location pro-
vides a unique opportunity to the entrants - access to the
Edgewater Sports Park Dragstrip. Parked among the large
variety of the British and European cars | expected to see
were aso two pre-war MGs, a Singer, and Triumph Re-
nown. Engine swaps and V8s seemed to be more prevalent
than in the past. Here are some photos of some not so
ordinary British cars.

Bi g bl ock Chevy Hot Rod

Dai m er SP250, 2.5 litre Hem V8 MGB with Mazda RX7 rotary engine



A racey | ooki ng M3B Alife size version of the Mni City | ogo

— 4 "

TR6 with 4 cylinder turbocharged Ford and
big tires

TR7 bodi ed dragster TR7 with really big tires



-15% Discount on
itef Parts, Labor and
\FIHT.‘LGE C AR EIE AppraiSalsf{)r
HE'.{':TE:EATIIDH MECHANICAL * HGTDH MGCC MemberSI

* 20 Years Experience in All Aspects of Vintage Car
Care. Mechanical, Body and Paint, Collision, General
Maintenance, Vintage Racing Motorcross Support.

* Bring Us Your Daily Driver for the Same Special
Care and Discount. Free Estimates.

ﬂarr_y Brown, ﬂ{anager
160 Despatch Dr. East Rochester, NY 385-4151

PRODUCTS

Motor Ol

Gear lube

Mororcycle Oil _’
Transmission Fluid

2-cycla oil

Grease

Hydraulic ol SERVICE & 5 PLY
Comprassor oil 1 DAK POINT TRAIL
Adr and oll filters WEBSTER NY 14580-1315

By-pass oll filters 585 671-1877
Fual additives

Metal Protector

Silicone spray

Engine cleanars

Appearance products

Miracle Wash

Fuslhhatar Separators

The smaller the wear scar, the better the protection! Technical Questions: [715] 392-1101
Dils tested are 20W-50 (Mobil 1 is 15W-50) WWw.amsoil.eom
Fauir Badl Weas Test |R5TH D 21725, 60 kgl & 150°C, RPE: 1300, fas 1 Bour durafian



Forty Years Ago

In January of 1963 Bill Hackman took over as Chair-
man. That relieved me of my two year stint and left me
without an office, hooray! But of course | had to have

something to do so | agreed to layout
tha“\Wactern NY Invitational” rallye.

T ,, huh?
oy,
F:;g, = /as an excellent choice. He
_". ,-*-f:? of many talents. In fact,
NI ompts me to write this now,
T iR 1ding out that Gene Hackman
AL Jst received a“ Lifetime

T Achievement Award”. Bill
¢ At 3 . WasGene'suncleand very
b om0 setk proud of that. Bill wasa

i ﬁ _,; | = .1 writer for the Rochester

A e TimesUnion. At least that
! r washisday job. Of
coursethat didn’t hurt
when our club needed
publicity. Back thenall
motorsports got good coverage in the papers, thanksto Bill.

He was a “take charge” kinda guy. He knew alot of people

in al walks of life. He was easy to know. He was very

artistic. His apartment was interestingly decorated with

by Mr. Gil

pieces of art and fine antiques. We had some great club
parties there. He could do most anything so he built acabinin
the hills down near Dansville. It wasn't an ordinary cabin but
one built on stilts. It was quite modern in design and com-
manded aterrific view of the surrounding hillsand valleys.
He decided to have a hillclimb as a club event. It meant
getting permission from the town to use the road that ran up
the hill to his place. It wasn't even a paved road but it was a
town road. It was ideal, with afairly steep grade and lots of
sharp curves. Permission was granted and the event was
held. Bill got areal kick out of doing that. He also laid out
some pretty interesting rallyes through the years. He was a
real car guy, always having something interesting to drive.
The one | remember most is his Alfa Guiletta Sprint coupe.
(Dick Powers has one now) | think he also had a Jaguar
sedan at one time. He was always at the Glen with a press
pass and knew everybody there. He was a great asset to the
club. If we had had a “Brudno Award” then I’'m sure he
would have gotten it. But of course he was a contemporary
of the Brudnos and every hit as interesting.

We had a good time back then just as we do now. Most
of the people were different but that indefinable something
that isthe MG Car Club was there then and is still with us
forty years later.

British Car Parts & Service
All English MAKES AND MODELS!

New parts, used parts, NOS and rebwmlt
Parts and Parts Cars Wanted, We take parts and cars for credit or trade.

AUSTIN

MG
SUNBEAM
JAGUAR
LOTUS
JENSEN

TVR

LAND ROVER

= _.. J-'H‘ ::.-.!I 5 :

600 Penfield Road
Just 5 miles east of Route 250 on Route 441 in West Walworth

(800) 458-4575



MG (S)MILES and British Racing Green

Part XXIX

A very long time ago my father with all hiswisdom told me
“there are two things you never argue about, Religion and
Politics’. | havetried very hard to follow his suggestion but now
feel that another must be added to those two taboo subjects.
That subject is “what is the correct shade for British Racing
Green.

This came home to me just recently when one of our
members asked me for the color code number of my MGB. |
provided that number and got a call afew weeks later asking if
| could take alook at the car because he felt the color that he
was getting was not the same ason my car. | went and looked
and sure enough it was considerably more yellow than my color.
I had taken my can of “left over” paint so they could get a
sample and match the color to it. This was done and to the best
of my knowledge the car is the color the owner wanted which
is“my” color.

But during thislittle exchange a number of things came
to light that were and are still confusing to me. | began to look
up colors and descriptions when two numbers provided by the
MG factory surfaced in conversations. Those numbers are GN
25 and GN 29, both called British Racing Green by the factory.
| have an original folder from 1964 with actual paint chipsand
GN 29isavery dark (and slightly bluish) green. When | had the
color mixed for my car as it was being restored in 1988 the
shop gave me a sample of this color as the color | wanted. It
was not so | went to the Moss catalog and looked up their
description for the color. Moss listed two British Racing Green
colors, GN 25 described as “medium dark green” and GN 29 as
“ medium dark yellow green”. When | had the two greens
dipped out on samples the numbers were just reversed with the
25 being the yellower green and the 29 the darker one. This
was in keeping with the color chip | have. However, the paint
codes in the Moss Catalog were reversed. This came up again
in the recent discussion and | decided to go to the book “The
Origina MG B” by Anders Clausager. Now things got more
confusing than ever.

Clausager lists GN 25 as being available in 1962 and
1963. GN 29 the “Dark British Racing Green” islisted asfrom
1963-1970. He states that the British Racing Green GN 25 was
introduced in 1962 but was “replaced after a

few months, reputedly at the request of the export depart-
ment, by adarker British Racing Green.” When | checked his
paint code numbers and compared them to the M oss catalog,
the darker color Du Pont number is 8194 and the lighter more
yellow is8193. Thisisdirectly oppositeto what isin the
Clausager book.

So now something is not quite correct somewhere. |
bought my MG from the original owner, Bob Philip bought his
MGB new, as did Dick Powers. All three cars are the same
color, they are al later than 1963. BUT all three cars are
identical in color whichisthe GN 25 or the lighter and more
yellow of the two greens.

So where does al this leave us? | guess what | am
recommending isfor you follow these few suggestions along the
way if you are getting your car re-finished.

First: Decide on what color you want. If it is not an
original color and you have a sample of the color you want take
it to apaint dealer and have him mix asmall amount for you.
Test it out to make sure it is the exact color you want. It may
cost afew dollarsbut in thelong run it will be money well
spent. If it is not the shade you want, you have only bought a
small amount and it can be corrected.

10

by George Herschell

Second: If itisan “origina” color follow the first
step.
After what happened in the case | described, even the
books are in disagreement as to formulas and numbers.

Third: If someone gives you the mix number,
follow the first step. Do you see a pattern here?

Fourth: If you have a mix number from a particu-
lar dealer, try to usethat dealer to mix your paint. All mixes
are supposed to be the same but it doesn’t hurt to eliminate
any possiblevariationin mixtures.

Last: If you have a color code number, and it is for
lacquer, and you are getting enamel or acrylic, the color
may vary. So again, go back to step one.

In closing, Clausager’s book lists seven different
greens used on MG B’s and three of them are called one
form or another of British Racing Green. So when | am
asked what is the correct shade of British Racing Green |
simply havetoreply:

The Correct Shade lsIn The Eye Of The

Beholder

OPEN HOUSE AT VAN'S
MACHINE SHOP

Arrrangements have been made with Bill
VandeWeghe, Owner of Van's Machine Shop, for a tour
and demonstration for the MG Car Club on Saturday,
March 15, 2003. Bill has hosted our club several timesin
the past few years, and it has always been interesting and
well-attended.

Plan to begin at 9:00 AM at 118 Genesee Street in
Rochester, one block south of Main Street and behind St.
Mary’sHospital. Bill and hisguyswill discuss and demon-
strate all aspects of engine machining and rebuilding.

To gage response, please sign up at the February
meeting or call me at 872-6536.

If thereis sufficient interest, we can begin with
breakfast nearby at 8:00. George Haynes



Recovering Memories

ROBERT NEAL & JOHN SPAULDING

Fine Upholstery & Fabrics

Automotive Interior Specialists

3028 Dewey Ave.  Tue. —Fri. 11A.M.—5PM.
Roch. NY 14616 Sat. 11A.M.—-2PM.

(585)663-8710

Restore your car— better than new!
Sleeve and rebuild brakes: =
master, whieel, i .'i|l. |

L . sleve, church olimders,
proportisnimg valves ind

* | ifome Warrani

® Lluick »ervioe

White Post Restorations
Uiyt LMl o aa I # [BLE Dirgwer [

il r-nigd * wwn
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British Car Repair Course

“Elton Schulz would like to make you aware of aBritish
Car Repair course taught by Jim Pelleteri at the Burgard
Vocational High School, 400 Kensington Avenue, in Buffalo.
Thisis a 26 week course over two semesters that covers all
phases of restoration of mechanical components on all makes
of British built automobiles. It includes el ectrical troubleshoot-
ing, SU carburator rebuilding, engine overhaul and perfor-
mance tuning, and brake and suspension and driveline mainte-
nance. Basically you work on your own projects with guid-
ance from Jim. Elton attended the fall semester and highly
recommends the course. The downside isthat it's quite a
driveto Buffalo, but car pooling could solve that.

The classisheld Tuesday evenings from 6:30-9:30 p.m. The
Spring semester has already started, but it’s not too late to
register. Course fee is $125 per semester. You can register by
showing up at class. For more info, contact the Burgard
website at www.upskill.org or call Jim Pelleteri at 716-861-
1663.”

DENNY'S
COACHWORK & MOTORCAR, LTD.

1911 WAYNEPORT RD.
MACEDON, New York 14502
(315) 986-3881
Established 1973

Award winning restoration of fine Classic, Exotic and Special Interest automobiles.

» 4 - AACA Senior Titles
+ 8- AACA Junior Titles
« 2 - Pebble Beach Concour d’ Elegance Titles

« 3- Cavaino Classic Awards
« 5 - Porsche Parade Preservation Awards
« 4 - All Mopar (Chrysler) National Titles

Plus many National and International awards and Museum pieces

most r

No matter what type of restoration or minor collision serviceyou may need, discussing it withthe oldest and
ogni zed rebuilding and refinishing facility in Upstate New Y rok shoul d beyour priority. Guaranteed

resultswith computeri zed estimating assuresthat you receivefirst quality work at afair and reasonableprice.
Call and arrange avisit with usto discussyour needs, we wel come the opportunity
METAL FABRICATION - REFINISHING - ALUMINUM PANEL BEATING - COLLISION

tobeof service.
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“SWING INTO SPRING AT THE TOAD”

March 30, 2003 —
5:30 pm till ..

Old Toad Alexander Street

Dick Powers and Laurie
Scribner, Event Chairs

RSVP BY March 16 email
is: MiniCityUS@aol.com
phone 872-6560 or 872-
5133 We are asking you to
“pre-select” then pay at
the Old Toad.

$9.00 & tax and tip -Fish & Chips OR Bangers &
Mash OR Shepherds Pie

$10.00 & tax and tip - Angus Beef with Yorkshire
Pudding
$7.50 & tax and tip -Vegetarian Lasagna

There will also be a “Drink Special” for the MGCC
Please Sign Up By March, 16.

RITER

AUTOMOTIVE
A Division of
Warren L. Riter & Sons, Inc.
2291 PENFIELD ROAD
PENFIELD,NY 14526
(585) 381-4368
FAX: (585) 377-5920
Collectible Auto Restorations,
Appraisals & Proud Retailers of

Auto hrr‘ii’nih_ .In-:.
Made in the USA since 1926
Special Club Price: $10.00 cach

We accept MC/VISA/Check.
Call to order today!

Comprehensive Financial Planning for:

-Retirement

Pension distribution options & rollovers

-Estate preservation -Education

David A. Palermo, CFP®
Certified Financial Planner ™ practitioner
Financial Advisor

Sound financial planning advice

-Tax management

|RAS - Roth, Educational and Traditional - Deductible and Non-Deductible

529 College Savings Plans

American Express Financial Advisors Inc.
Member NASB
IDS Life Insurance Company of New York

2024 W. Henrietta Rd. Bldg. 3E, Rochester, NY 14623 (585) 272-0080x13 david.a.palermo@aexp.com
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“STEAK ROAST & AUCTION”

March 2, 2003 — 12 noon till ..
Webster Fireman’s Exempt
Start collecting your items for the auction
The auctioneers are ready and raring to go
Do not let them down. Bring lots of good
STUFFIM

There is also in the planning stage a cheese
cake bake off. More details to follow in the next

newsletter and at the next meeting. But if you
have a great recipe please keep this in mind.
You may win and become famous for your
culinary arts.

Cost to attend....... amere $6.00 per steak $1.00 per
hots a dish to pass, your own place setting and money
for the great items that are to be auctioned off. Our
three auctioneers are promising us a very entertaining

afternoon.

Checks made outto MGCC
Joan Heaney
364 Lanning Road
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472
624 - 8182

Prior to Feb 26

MG ORIGINAL sales brochures showing all MG
models, interiors, and features for the year. Great for
Restorations or Gifts! 1950-59. $35.00 each year;
1963-68 $25.00 each year; 1969-70, $18.00 each
year; 1971-80, $15.00 each year. Add $3.50 shipping.
VISA/MC. Specify year & model. Have literature al
other years, plus al cars/trucks worldwide.
WALTER MILLER 6710 Brooklawn Pkwy. Syra-
cuse NY 13211. Ph. 315-432-8282 Fax 315-432-8256
Web www.autolit.com Museum of Automobile
History now open in Syracuse. 315-478-CARS.

SWEETHEART BRUNCH

February 9, 2002 12:30 PM
Runds On the Ridge
Ridgemont Plaza

Meals to be paid for at
the restaurant,

But I must have a
count of those
attending
Cost $9.95 plus tax

and tip

Please either sign up or call or email
Joan Heaney
585 624 8182

pheaney@att.net

Following is tour of Craft Company #6
Items are Contempory American Craft
Voted in the Top 10 Retailers

Of American Crafts

Craft Company No.6 is the renovated Victorian firehouse, in
Rochester’s Neighborhood of the Arts. There are 9 rooms to
explore. When you first enter you'll find yourself surrounded
by creativity, where fire engines pulled by a team of horses
were once housed. Follow the curving brick path through
displays of handcrafted home accessories.

Co-owner, Gary Stam, wanted to build a cabin and that's just
what he did, right in the middle of the store. Step onto the
front porch listen to the rain on the roof as it runs into the
gutter and through the downspout. You'll soon forget you're in
the middle of the city. Inside the cozy, woodsy cabin you'll
find all sorts of creative accessories for your own get away
retreat. This is another area where we have found gentlemen

napping!

Tin Cup Racing LLP

Purveyorsof FineNew and Used Auto Parts
“If it'sout therewe' ll find it.”
Call Ted or Al
585-865-7182 585-482-2695
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S UN S H I N E P A G E

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Douglas& Cindy Jack

Wally Roworth

. . 2
4 Philip Culbertson 12 Joseph& LindaHigley
c Robi'?] Chrigt 14  Dave& Nancy Chase ; S;f?gnaﬁke
6 GaryAgost 16 Kené& Sharon Stickle o L nSmithp
6  Phil Paris 17 Gerad& JaneKirchgessner 3 V\)I/end VanVliet
8 Jeff Miller 19 Dennis& Mary Costich % Bill Devos
8 Liz Colquhoun 2 Tom & Ann Lenweaver 5 LeeBlair J
8  Mary Ellen Suter 20  Joseph & Paulette Schultz 5  Richard Pow ors
9  WillardBrown, Jr. 5  SuePittenger
11 DouglasDrake CONGRATULATIONS 5 Stacey Van Denburgh
11 Dougl as Jack 6  MarleneBartasevich
11 BabWild 8  KarnaPaermo
12 Allen Hess 9  Richard Manzolati
12 NedraMcElroy 10  AlFink
g E?)IuisstaLh; Brun D phig e
12 John Cook
13 N<_ad Paulsen 12 ThomasGlanville
15  Michael Palermo 13 Audrey Davis
ﬁ ESSI\E/\IefaQ; 13 Kay Johnson
17 James Franzen 1‘71 -I[—)E;\Z \évk?la(siz
17 Cheryl Badwin 17 Gail Borycki
17 Jane Kirchgessner MARCHANNIVERSARIES 18  Nick Masi
18  Geoffrey Briggs i
19  Denny Trask 2 Sayle& Kathy Temple g [R)gger,\?,g\%?;iel li
20  FredMiller 14 Billy& Jesse Cates 19 Bill Johnson
7 Henry Kron 15 Irving & BerniceBlack 0 Gene Faust
21 Gil Langswager 17  Gerard & LindaOdenbach 20 Burt McMinn
2 Stephanie Haynes 17  Elton & Patti Schultz D RobertKeppeler
23 WilliamBadwin 21 David & Lynne Schindler 2 Cheryl Marginean
23 LindaLytle 28 Virgil & Gertrude Potter 2 Laurie Scribner
g Fé:rmn ;rper D Marty & Jean Mucher 23 Kathy Boughton
uiers 24 Cal Baxter
2 Krystyna Todaro boeholboutliubont 2 Dennis Costich
2%  StevePhilip WEL COME NEW MEMBERS o) Bgan Iranpour
27 Mary Ann Mance ) Richard Manca
Dick & PatriciaGiambra % JmOstrander
HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVERYONE!! 122 Thorndyke Road 27 Gordon Ruston
hkkkhhhhkhkhkhhhkhhhhkkk Rochester, NY 14617 27 JmWalsh
585-338-7287 27 Susan Kath
WELCOMENEW MEMBERS 1974 AL FA SPIDER g Dawn Mzhserle
1974ALFAGTY Arne Lindquist
Ben & Leah Lee 1983ALFA MILANOVERDE 8 Gertrude Potter
102 Birchwood Drive 2  Joseph DeBlagre
Schenectady, NY 12203-5604 0  KaenHerendeen

1977 MGB 2 Forestwood Lane
Pittsford, NY 14534-3410 HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVERYONE!!
Aaron Spl nk 585-248-3872

112 Linwood Avenue
Warsaw, NY 14569
585-786-0035

1958 TRIUMPH TR3A
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On Collecting

Winter would seem to have arrived with a vengeance
thisyear. The Phoenix Acres all-purpose-farm / plow /
utility truck has done yeoman servicethisyear keeping the
driveway open, and I’ d have to say that without it this year
we would have had “a problem.” 1t'sworth noting, how-
ever, that the truck has extracted a few small penances for
this service, which given itsage | suppose | can live with.
That doesn’'t mean, however, that | always agree with its
sense of “truck humor.”

The clutch hydraulics began to fail late one night as|
was touching up the drive after work. The symptom was
that | wasn't getting clean disengagement of the pressure
plate from the clutch disk, or in layman’sterms | was
inadvertently grinding gears each time | shifted from First to
Reverse. | also noted that the shifting effort to go into First
had increased, since | was now relying on the syncro collars
to stop theinput shaft. | made sure that nothing stupid had
happened, like afloor mat bunching up under the clutch
pedal and maybe limiting itstravel, and then concluded that |
was devel oping a bad master cylinder, or abad slave
cylinder, or both. Speculating that whichever onel ad-
dressed first would prove to not be the problem, | decided
that the only reasonable course of action was to replace or
rebuild both.

It was easy to get anew slave cylinder, and the price
was only a couple of bucks more than arebuild kit. That
was an easy answer. A new master, however, was really
expensive compared with arebuild kit, and to make matters
more clear the entire cylinder was specia order, whereas
the kit was in stock. Done then. Ordering the new slave
cylinder and amaster cylinder rebuild kit, | picked them up
shortly after noon the next day and headed for the shop.

With the diesel hammering in the background and the
heaters going full blast, | eased the truck into the center
shop bay with the blade on. Thanking myself for having
used liberal amounts of anti-seize compound “once upon a
time,” the dave cylinder was off and the new oneonin
virtually notime. Bleeding it down “justincase,” | tested it
and sure enough, the problem was still there. Apparently,
the Law of Adverse Inversity still holds.

With abit more time and a bit of luck, | managed to get
the hydraulic line to the master cylinder loose and the
master off. Rebuilding the master turned out to be just a bit
more interesting, however. It turned out that the bore in the
master is so small that even my two stone hone didn’t fit.
Well now — that would be an “issue.” | stood therein the
shop and stewed on this for awhile and then reached for
my flat file. Using the file against the backs of the stones
on the hone, | did finally remove enough metal to get the
honetofit. Of course, | aso managed to file my way right
through the hole on one of the stones where the little cotter
pin goes that holds the stone on the hone. Needless to say, |
was real careful to not pull the hone back too far as | was
honing the bore, since | had avery clear vision of asmall
and almost undetectabl e stone launching itself acrossthe
shop and into deep hiding somewhere.

Re-assembling and re-installing the master, | bled the
system down again and determined that yup, this problem
was fixed. | put the truck back on line again, which was a
good thing, and about aweek or two later concluded that a
distinct “ping” | was hearing from under the truck when
starting from rest, and the rattling and banging | was some-
times hearing, was coming from the drive shaft somewhere.

by Chris Williams

Putting the truck partially into the shop with no heat on, |
crawled under and was suitably horrified by the condition of
the rear U-joint on the rear drive shaft. Of course. To
make matters worse, the Christmas Holidays were ap-
proaching, we were anticipating 15 of Eileen’sfamily plus
ourselvesfor aformal, sit-down dinner on Christmas Day,
and we were leaving for Wisconsin on the 26™. | plowed
very carefully after that, even during the heavy snow on
Christmas Day.

When we returned from Wisconsin after afairly
uneventful runinthe’ 95 4-Runner, | “shopped” the plow
truck in earnest. Again thanking myself profusely for using
anti-seize compound the last time I’ d had the drive shaft out,
| dropped the shaft thistime in about 10 minutes and headed
for Fleet Pride, formerly known as Universal Joint Sales. |
had to call George Haynes to find out what had happened to
them, sincel couldn’t even find a phone book listing that
began with “Universal.”

The folks at Fleet Pride were outstanding, as always.
They turned my drive shaft around in about half an hour, and
I had the truck back on line again that afternoon. Good
thing, too, sinceit hasn't stopped snowing since. Kudosto
them as well for putting in joints which were greasable. The
last two I’d had put in were sealed, but with the minimal use
the truck gets they’ re too exposed to the elements, and
prime candidates for corrasion unless greased regularly.

Then — just when | thought the truck was ready to
settle down to become the super-reliable workhorse | need
it to be, it failed to start one morning. More correctly, if
failed to keep running. With the accelerator pump working,
it does come right to life after afew hard stomps on the
accelerator. Only thing was, it caught, ran and died. Feeling
speculative, | tried some ether, which was good enough to
get it to runfor alittle while, but not sustainably. “Ohoh,” |
thought. “Frozen gasline or tank. Shame on me.”

The temperature the previous night had been sub-zero,
and my theory was that |’ d missed getting enough dry gas
into the tank, and the combination of a non-breathable
shelter, abit of snow on the ground inside the shelter, and a
lessthan full tank had ganged up on me to put more conden-
sation in the tank than I’ d been able to deal with. Now I'd
have to pay the price.

Doing theterrible thing | sometimes haveto do, | used
the starter to move the truck from the shelter into the shop.
Yaknow, there are tangible advantagesto clinging to an “all
manual” fleet. It was so cold, and with the battery partially
depleted already from the morning's efforts, | actualy had
to put the battery charger on the air cleaner, and “fake
down” an extension cord that would unwind with the
movement of the truck so | could have enough juice to make
the distance — and it’s only about 50 feet of travel.

It was a Friday night, and fortunately the snow had
temporarily stopped. That night | tried to heat the shop for
awhile, and then since it was getting late and | didn’t want
to disturb the neighbors, | shut the diesel down and went to
one heater overnight.

On Saturday morning thetruck still wouldn't start, but
there was still snow on the blade, even though the truck was
sitting in a“heated” shop. Clearly, | might have warmed
thingsup abit, but if | had abig block of Iceinthetank it
would take a fair amount of heat to change it back to water.
| ran heaters and tinkered with other stuff for the better part

1gf theday. By Saturday night the truck still wouldn’t start,



but we had an event to go to, so | left two heaters running
thistime, positioned under the truck directed at the tank and
the fuel lines as they headed towards the front.

By Sunday morning, with snow predicted for Sunday
afternoon, | was getting concerned. The truck still wouldn't
start, and by now most of the snow on the blade was melted
and the surfaces | could put my hands on, like the underside
of thetank, were at least not bone-chilling. Taking time out
to pay the weekly bills, | set out to attack the problem. 1'd
been simply cranking the enginelooking for fuel pressure,
but if the definition of insanity is continuing to do the same
thing while hoping for adifferent result, | was pretty closeto
needing to be committed.

Thefirst thing | did was take my brake bleeder and see
if I could smply suck fuel up to the fuel pump inlet fromthe
tank. Seeing fuel appear in the collecting jar, | moved the
suction point and verified that | could suck fuel through the
pump. The next thing | did was disconnect the fuel pump
discharge hose from the carburetor and, using alength of
extra hose, try and blow through the float valve.

And there | stopped. Maybe the float valve was stuck,
or maybe there was a fine screen in the float inlet that was
plugged. Whatever the cause, this was |ooking more and
morelike an “Old Truck” problem, as opposed to a cold
weather problem. | tried heating the float chamber with one
of the electric heaters, but that had approximately the same
beneficial result as scratching one of my ears. Clearly,
something wasn't right.

Carefully doing apartial disassembly of the carb asit
sat in the truck | was able to pull the air horn off the carb
and inspect the float chamber. It was, as I’d suspected,
bone dry. Wejust weren't getting gas. Carefully removing
the float and the needle from the valve, | blew through the
fuel line and was rewarded to see asmall cloud of “gray
stuff” come out of the valve body. What was that gray
stuff? Beats me. Could have been some form of deposit
from the days when the carb float bow! would regularly go
dry from disuse, or maybe it waslittleice pellets. Whatever
they were, they were gone and so was my fuel line block-
age.

Carefully re-assembling the upper part of the carb and
the choke linkages, | cranked the truck again. By thistime
the plugs were out, and when | sniffed the engine room the
sweet sharp smell of gas was a welcome experience. With
the plugs in, she caught, ran and kept running. What a
GOOD fedling that was. After | was convinced we were
OK, I went out and touched up the driveway. Good thing,
‘cause we got another inch or two later on that day.

In some of my fooling around with the truck on this
most recent problem, it seemed to me that the fuel filter was
dry, and remarkably clean. Now — gas these daysisalot
more clear than what we used to get as unleaded, and there
aren’t many miles on that filter. However —I'd replaced
the gas tank afew years back, and it could be possible that
I’d done a dumb thing when re-connecting the tank, and
somehow (I would liketo think thisisreally unlikely) by-
passed the filter. Since the answer can only be revealed by
pulling the bed off the truck, | just simply added another
filter up in the engine room where | can seeit and reach it.
When the weather warms up I’ll decide what | want to do
about the original —if anything.

I’m also pleased to report that the truck started again
on the following Monday, but it does appear | need to “take
aturn” on the automatic choke operator. Must beit did a
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rotation when | had it off and | missed it, but the accelerator
pump will do for aweek or so until | can re-shop the truck.
There are very tiny hitch pin clips holding some el ements of
the choke linkages together, and dropping one of them either
to the ground, or into the carb throat, would fulfill the
promise of another mis-spent weekend. Thisis atask best
done in a heated, windless space.

For now, at least, we' re back plowing again. When
was the last time we had a Winter like this? There are
stories for grandchildren lurking in here. “When | was your
age, son, | walked 5 milesto school barefoot in the snow,
uphill both ways....” Somehow, it feels better telling about
it than experiencing it first hand. Just alittle. Everyone
have a great February and Valentine's day.

Chinese Basket Auction
Following the close of the
Business Meeting April 17"
Proceeds to Benefit Endowment
Fund

If you would like to bring a basket filled with goodies

You think someone may enjoy,
they will be placed on

auction. These baskets can be
any theme. Ideas for basket
themes are automotive, books,
food, gourmet coffees or teas,
gardentools, Kitchenitems,
plants, puzzles, toys, toiletries,
Or whatever you think might be
fun.

Holiday themes are also fun, such as
Easter, Christmas, 4" of July,
Birthdays...etc.

All members attending will be able (if

they so choose) t o purchase tickets

to placeinto containersin front of

each basket At the close of the event

aticketswill be picked for each

basket. The lucky person who has
their ticket called
Will leave with abasket full of
fun.

If you have any questions please
email or call Joan Heaney
pheaney @att.net or 624-8182
Your call will place you under no
obligation to provide abasket.




FRAME REALIGNMENT

by Jim Colegrove

Along with great Get Well Cards from many MG car
club members, | aso got adifferent kind of card from
George & Nancy Herschell saying “Don’t think of it as being
in the Hospital for another Operation! Think of it as being
Recalled to the Factory for an Adjustment !” 1t got me to
think of it all inacompletely different view.

You may recall my first Frame Realignment was way
back in August 2001. Since | had not been able to drive for
over ayear, my wife (Gail) had asked the Doctor to please
fix my back so | could enjoy driving my A H Sprite again. But
apparently the Doctor | had then was not very knowledge-
able about English Sports Cars. He must have assumed that
al English cars are alike so he apparently aligned my back
for aRolls Royce (based on the hill). You can imagine my
“pain” due to such adrastic error and unfortunately the
operations were not successful.

When | recently switched Surgeons, | was lucky enough
to find a Canadian (closest thing to a Brit that | know) and he
knows his British cars. So four weeks ago the new Doctor
took out all the “stiff upper lip” hardware from my back and
reinserted new “rods’ & “screws’ , plusrealigned it al for
an A H Sprite. | learned from him that they really do have a
surgical table that can be adjusted to pre-curve your spine
(stomach side down) before they lock it all in place with
“new hardware” —just like for cars —really.

After the operation, | knew all was going well when |
noticed apuddle of “oil colored fluid” under my hospital bed.
After the 4 required days on the “engine diagnostic ana-
lyzer”, the Physical Therapist (Chief Mechanic) took me out
for a“brief spin” and issued me a*“good as new” inspection

THE @U

Foreign/Domestic

Auto Repair

Brakes e Electrical
Fuel Injection

Mon. thru Fri. 7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Free Shuttle til 10:00 a.m.

tag. | wasfully operational and raring to go (slow). My wife
has been fully in charge of my striped frame rebuilding time,
while at home — thanks hon!

Thanksto ALL the MGCC friends that sent cards & well
wishes- | can’t tell you all how much they all helped getting *
over the rough spotsin the road to recovery” ! I ! I'll seeya
al inthespring—it will be mein thered, convertible blurrrr

CLASSIFIEDS

It'sdefinitely aClassic 1976 MGB in Mint Condition, fully
restored interior and exterior. Ferrari Red exterior with
butterscotch leather interior. Needs no work at al, just needs
to bedriven! Asking for USD$12,000. Elliot King, Jamaica,
NY 1(718)658-8704

1952 MGTD : Creamcolor. Thisisan older incomplete
restoration with what looksto be an amateur respray done
at alater date. Engine appearsto bein fine shape, doesn’t
smokeor usewater. Thereare afew thingsthat are not
correct but they don’t detract from the enjoyment. New
tonneauingtaled Amco styleluggagerack, stainlessexhaust
system, and new green leather interior purchased but not
installed. Asking $9500 or best offer. Pleasecall for More
details. 585-889-1473 or email to mghill @ mgcarclub.com

749 South inton Avenue

442-3575



BACKFIRE

MG’'sRacingIntoTheNight At Sebring
And Rochester ConnectionsToo

In the Spring of 1950, Alec Ulmann (’ 48 Watkins Glen
chief steward), Sam Collier and SCCA’'s Bab Green, met at
Hendrick’s Field, aformer B-17 bomber training base. The
location of the airfield was near Sebring, Florida, and the three
men discussed plans for an American endurance race similar
to Le Mans. The course would use the runways and many of
the connecting service roads and would be a6 hour “Little Le
Mans’ to take place on December 31%. Things were much
simpler then.

A little Crosley Hot Shot won that race on index of
performance. MG’s did well, with TC'sfinishing 5" and 6"
overall and 1% & 2™ in class. Co-driving the 6" place car with
Bill Milliken, was Frank O’ Hare of Rochester, NY. Jim
Kimberly, ina166 Ferrari, actually covered the most miles,
but was placed 2™ overall on index. Ferrari drivers never like
to finish second to anything, especially alittle Crosley. By the
time the next race happened in 1952 (now 12 hours), the car
covering the most miles was the overall winner along with
winnersin different performance classes.

In 1953, Sebring became truly international. It was now
thefirst FIA (International Automobile Federation) Sports Car
World Championship event of the year. This status made
thel2 hour race extremely important to all the factory teams
that were competing for championship points. The“Winon
Sunday, Sell on Monday” philosophy was just as true then for
Ferrari, Porsche, Mercedes, Jaguar, Aston Martin, Alfa
Romeo and little MG, asit istoday. Competing in and possibly
winning an international sports car class championship was
proof that your car was a true sports car.

Endurance races, like the Sebring 12 Hour, Le Mans 24
Hour and the Targa Florio demonstrated the worth and
superiority of one product over another. Thiswas not lost on
MG, and the American market was the biggest in the world.

For MG, there was no real factory Competition Depart-
ment until 1955. All racing was done by “private entrants’
with some getting more behind-the-scenes help than others.
At Sebring, T seriesMG’sand MG Specialsdid well and in
those early years, Fred Allen, from Rochester, successfully
campaigned the Sacred Octagon. Fred was a good MG racer,
sold MG and Jag, and eventually owned thefirst local VW
dealership, FA. Motors.

1956 MGA Team
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by Dick Powers

In 1956, the MGA was new to the sports car world and
racing. Abingdon had announced the MGA just before three
of the carsran as EX 182 “prototypes’ at the June 1955 Le
Mans race. The March 1956 Sebring race saw 3 MGA's
entered by Hambro Motors, New York importers, and Fred
Allen was one of the team drivers. The MGA's did so well
that they won the “ Team Prize” and sold alot of carsin’56.

This pattern was repeated many times, with the MGA's
becoming “ official” British Motor Corporation (BMC) factory
carsat Sebring. In 1961, MGA 1600 “Deluxe” coupes finished
as high as 14" overall and 1-2 in class. These cars were Twin
Cam chassis, but with the pushrod engine in stage 6 tune. It
was found that the pushrod engine was better than the twin
cam.

A vintage racing friend of mine, Jim Weissenborn, raced
a1960 ex-Sebring Twin Cam in SCCA club racing. Jim told
me the car overheated and had many vibrations because the
clutch and engine weren’t balanced properly. Once they put a
1622 pushrod engine in, the car was more reliable and faster!
The Twin Cam engine they took out has been at the bottom of
Skaneateles Lake since 1962. (Twin Cam guys, wait till the
ice melts.)

In 1963, the MGB had replaced the MGA, but at first it
didn't do aswell. Both Sebring cars had engine problems and
DNFed. After that, MGB’s, Midgets (1% in classin’68) and
MGC'sdid well at Sebring, even though the MGB had stiff
competition from Porsche.

The best pre 2002 MG finish at Sebring was 10" overall
in 1968 by a special MGC-GT. Known at Abingdon as the
MGC-GTS, this car had an alloy body with in-car adjustable
torsion-bar suspension and a200hp 6 cylinder engine with
alloy head and triple Weber carbs.

Abingdon wanted to produce enough to runin the GT
classinstead of as prototypes. The plan wasto sell the GTS
through dealers as cars you could buy and race with little
modification¥asort of avery potent MGC GT version of the



MG-GTS On the track

MG Midget fast back

MGA MKII Deluxe.

Thiswasthe last of the racing MG's from Abingdon.
The GTSraced again at Sebring in 1969. After that race,
British Leyland, new owner of MG, closed the MG Competi-
tion Department. What fools the anti-MG folks at BL were.

Let's fast forward to 2002, Sebring’'s 50" Anniversary.
BL and Triumph are gone and Jag is part of Ford. Who
appears back at Sebring. . . MG, with help from Lola. The car
was 3" fastest in practice and after 12 hours, the MG /Lola
EX 257 finished 7" overall and 1% in class. MG & Sebring,
together again.

Thereis one last Rochester/Sebring/BM C connection.
Doug (Mini City) Scribner hasthe“auminum” roll bar from
the Mini that won its classin the’ 67 3-hour race run prior to
the Sebring 12 Hour. An aluminum roll bar, why didn’t | think
of that! Wouldn't have had to lose 30 pounds.

BRING ...
INTERMATIOMNAL
RACEWAY

Suggested Christmas Present for any MGCC Member
MG/LolaEX 257
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THANK YOU!

WEell it is hard to believe but we are now into planning
events for 2003. | do hope that all who attended eventsin
2002 enjoyed them.

I would liketo thank all who worked on eventsin the
past year. Without your help we would not have had such a
successful year. There were many activities and many hands
behind the scenes.

January
Wine & Cheese with
Valve Cover Races

Tour and Picnic
Carl Webeck
August

Suzanne & Bill Glanville Seak Roast & Funkana

Tom Glanville Betty & Gil Langswager
Pat & Steve Sangster  Jim & Sue Herschell

John & Chris Baum StevePhilips
February Dave & Gracie Ott
Brunch Run John Baum

Dave & BarbaraWild ~ October
March Fall Tour

Seak Roast & Auction Tim& RhondaRizzo
ActivitiesChair Dave Avery

Jim & Sue Herschell Paul Wheeler

Steve Phillips Halloween Rally
George Haynes Jim and Jan L angswager
John Baum Betty & Gil Langswager
Joeanna & Joe DeBlagre BarbWild

Doug Scribner Joan & Paul Heaney
Jim Priestley Barb & Leon Zak
March November

Pub Event Old Toad Brunch Run

Des Benet ActivitiesChair
April Garage Tour
Brunch Run Al Costich
ActivitiesChair Paul Heaney
ChrisWilliams CharlieElam

Eileen McMahon Bill Glanville
May Bill Bethune

Tailgate Picnic Don McConnell
Activities Chair Jim Priestley
June Pat Sangster

Garden Tour to Buffalo Steve Sanster
Allen & Elaine Hess Elaine Hess

Pat & Steve Sangster
Marilyn Rzpeskowski

Tim & RhondaRizzo
July

If | have left anyone out please accept my apology. |
tried to write down and remember all that worked events last
year but the memory isthe first thing they say goesand |
think mine got up and went years ago.

In January we will have the ever popular Wine and
Cheese Party and Valve Cover Races. Thiswill take place
out in the Chili areaon January 13. In February we will host
a Sweetheart Brunch. During the month of March we

will have the Steak Roast & Auction and at the end of
the month the English Pub event. April will be agood month
to shake those cobwebs, so we are planning a nice Brunch
Run or Tour. We are changing the May Tailgate Picnic to
July and will include a Funkana at that event. We have added
aRally back with the August Steak Roast, and hope to have
an additional Rally added during the summer months.

Asusudl, if thereisanyone who would liketoruna
brunch or tours, or has an idea of a place they would liketo
include in these events, please call. If you would liketo chair
any of the events, | would be glad to work with you on them.
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From the Activities Chair

YEAR ROUND EVENTS Not directly under the
activitieschairpersons.

Tune Up Clinics
George Haynes
Auto Cross
John Manuel
Dot and Wally Roworth
Watkins Glen
Party
Elaine and Allen Hess
Stacy and Arnold Vandenburgh
Rooms
Desi Benet
British Gathering at Grand Island
Scott & Sharon Perry
Car Show
Charlie Searles
Everyonein the club
Impromptu Cruise Nights
Al Costich
Dick Powers
Impromptu Pub Nite
Dick Powers




Car Show Report

John Baum & Seve Sangster Co-Chairs

We have begun putting the 32™ Sports Car and Vintage
Auto Festival on track for June 1, 2003. Plans are being put
together for a successful show. In the next few months the
committee chairswill be working together to make it happen.

One of the objectives we are developing is a Festival
Program. This program will be distributed to al show entrants
and approximately 2500 will be given to spectators. Inthe
program wewill publish the history of our club, invite new
members, and have a space for the Lions Club to do the
same. We will also include afield map.

We are devel oping plans to increase participation in the
car coral for car dealers and professional restorers. This
participation will increase awareness of the show and bring in
morerain or shine money.

Thisyear our brochures and other publications are going
to have anew look, along with the Show t-shirts. Speaking of
t-shirts, this year we are going to have souvenir t-shirts for
saleinalimited quantity.

HELPWANTED

Data Base Manager: We need someone to head up a
group of peopleto develop alist of spectators for future
emailsand postcard mailings. Thiswould involve handing out
aform to spectators asking for email address and/or mailing
address so we can provide them with information regarding
future shows. After the show they would then update a
mailinglist.

T-Shirt Sales:
To sell the T-shirts at the show

Program Ad Manager:

Someone to head up the sales of ads in the program and
seek some sponsorship for the brochures and flyers that are to
be mailed thisyear. Thiswould entail going to business contacts
and sdlling them on getting invol ved with an ad that will reach
3500 or more people with acommon interest in collectable cars.
Possibilities are members of the club, business contacts, restau-
rants, and auto related businesses. The ads range from ¥ page
at $50.00 to $350.00 for the back cover.

Field Marshal:

To take charge of laying out the field prior to the show, at
the day of the show making sure that the layout is abided by.
Taken by Doug Scribner (but | am sure he islooking for help)

Please Contact:
John Baum 621-8910 or john77577@aol.com

Or
Seve Sangster 657-6032 or sangster @rochester.rr.com

585-436-4554

118 Genesee Street

Van's Machine Shop =
Complete Parts Department ~

John Erwin Jr.
ASE Certified
Master Engine Tech.

Rochester, NY 14611
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Bury Me in an Old Mowog Parts Box

Happy New Year MOWOG fans. If you have been
reading this column sinceitsinceptionin 1989 you will realize
that we are entering our 14th year of automotive highlights,
lowlights, drivel and just plain baloney. Readers seem to enjoy
the column so go out to your refrigerator and celebrate with a
nice large glass of your favorite beverage. Drink to the hope
that | can hang on for another 14 years. In case you are not
aware we have been syndicated for several years. This
column goes to “ Spokes’ of the Western New York Centre
MG Car Club. The “Breakdown” of the Buffalo Octagon
Association. “The Oil Spot” of The British Car Club of
Western New York and since November “The Qily Rag” of
the British Saloon Car Club of Canada. Mowog is now
internationally syndicated. Pretty impressive huh? That and a
dollar might get you a cup of coffee a Tim Hortons.

You wouldn’t think there were enough people inter-
ested in all this old trash for me to write a column every
month but my fan base just keeps growing. Any clubsinter-
ested in receiving MOWOG get in touch with me at
Jaylock @l ocal net.com there is no cost, (darn) Enough chatter
and on the topic on hand.

In the early part of November | was on a route about
seven or eight miles from my house that | don’t use very
often driving along minding my own business. Brian had got
me on this wild goose chase and he first showed me an old
mid 50 Mercedes sitting in the brush. Behind it was areal old
car of some sort. At first | thought it was a Model A Ford but
it had artillery wood wheels which the Ford never had. It was
not aModd T either, wrong kind of wheels. My guess was
an old Buick. Farther down the road we spotted an old Jaguar
mk V11 or VIII. and stopped. We looked at what was mostly
abig hulk of acar pretty much stripped of anything useable.
Next to it was a chassis of some sort terribly rusted but

East Shelby Indoor Automo-
tive SwaP Meet

Feb. 23, 2003, Admission is $3, under 14 isfree.
Hours are from 9AM to 3 PM. Take East Shelby Rd. off Rt.
31A at Millville between Albion and Medinaand proceed to
the East Shelby fire hall. Tables are $20 per 8 ft. Food
provided by LadiesAuxiliary.
Call Dave Green @ 585-798-0445 for more info. Proceeds to
benefit the East Shelby Fire Dept.
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Jay Lockrow

looked like some sort of early sports car. It was very light but
not enough left of it that we ould tell what it was originally.
We turned around to get back in the car and across the street
sitting in the yard was a black Riley saloon of the early 50s. It
was in the middle of the week and there didn’t seem to be
anyone around so we decided to come back later. There was
a pretty good sized barn and in alean-to on one side of the
barn there were two cars covered up with plastic tarps plus
something else covered with ablue tarp. The weather has
not been conducive to look at vehicles outside so we have put
off returning for some time. I’'m hoping for a nice day so we
can make the treck and discover who owns this treasure and
seeif he knows about the local British car clubs. The black
Riley seemed to be a parts car so I'm expecting something
exciting when we get inside. Maybe he even has and ERA in
the barn. Yeah right! (ERA used the early Riley engines)

So the search continues and if you readers are any-
thing like meyou are forever glancing behind old barns, sheds
or housesin the hope of finding that elusive vehicle. A few
weeks back | was over in West Stockbridge visiting my
stepmother for afew days. Every time | leave the main
highway and take the road to her house | always look to the
left. For the several years | have made this trip there has
been and old Land Rover sitting in one yard. A few years
back there was the remains of a Berkeley but that has
disappeared in the last year or so. The guy that lives there
has another Land Rover that he drives and it is one of the
early serieswith the headlightsin the grill and back from the
front wings. He works right there in town and | believe might
run the hardware store. Once several years ago there was a
very nice MG TC sitting in the yard and | stopped and asked
afew questions. Never did get to talk about either the Land
Rover or the Berkeley but he realized | was not just making
conversation but somewhat knowledgable. So keep your eyes
open and keep looking. You never know, besidesit'sall part
of the fun.

Discount at Napa Autoparts

Al Costich made arangements with Napa Autoparts so
members of the MG Car Club get a discount on purchases.
Next time you need some parts - go to Napa. Tell them
you're amember and get your discount.

ThanksAl!

Thank You from Dave Chase

I would like to thank the Bruno award committee for
the honor of being selected for the Marv Bruno Award 2002.
It was atotal suprise and left me completely speechless. |
want the club to know how much | enjoy their friendship.
there is not a better bunch of people that | would want to be
apart of. Thanksto all of you for making the Western N. Y.
MG Car Club something specia to me.

David Chase



The SPOKES TEN YEARS AGO Jan/Feb 1993

The colored cover had a picture of 8 or our club who attended
the Queenston Ontario gathering of the MGCC WNY center, Buffalo
Club and Toronto club held after the June 1992 Victor Show.

The Jan. Issue recapped the first Garage tour, November 1992.
Garages visited: Al Costich, George Haynes, DaveWeiss, Jim
Priestly, Webster’s Genis Emporium for cider and doughnuts,
George Herschell and Mark Kaplan. Then to Cookie and John
Lombino'sfor Pizzaand aBill's

game which they had set up. The Decenber Holiday party at the
Depot in Pittsford entertained 80 some members.

Anne Faust turned the reins of the club over to Cindy and Vince
Capaccio. She thanked the club for its generous support of the
“Capsfor Kids’ Program. Wine and Cheese at the Newport Yacht
Club. A two page article on AutomotiveArt by George Herschell, A
page and a half on the MK 1l New England Mountain Adventure
also by George Herschell, Jay Lockrow’s Bury Meinan Old Mowog
Parts Box told about hisfirst visit to the VSCCA Pittsburgh Grand
Prix at Lime Rock Park in October 1992, Nancy Herschell’s Sunshine
Page, 1993 Out-of-town Event Schedule (12 Events), Jim Hogan's
Articlewhy heretained so many of hisold car magazines, George
Sidline'stwo pagearticleon “Nathalie & theMG” (Rebuildinga
really sad MG), Jim Hogan’stwo page article on “ Preventive
Maintainance” and an article By Stephen Lowe about the “ States
aimsfor high-tech emission testsby ‘95 was all presented in
January, 1993.

The Colored cover of The February SPOK ES showed Dick
Powers and Joe Fazios MGA's. The Information stream was | ed off
by Chairman Tom Sergent. He announced the beginning of the BOB
PHILIP SCHOLARSHIP asan MCC student support program. Ms
Jessica L evy, Director of Auto Tech Dept at Monroe Community
Collegegave amost interesting talk to thank the club for this
student support. She was aflat-rateTechni cian(Grease monkey)
then ateacher and then on into administration.project. She said that
the students get jobs, some going into management and some own
their own Auto Facilities. The Feb. Meeting will hear about insur-
ance by Joe Fazio. (He claimsto have been in insurance for over 200
years). John Pressnell reported on the Home Club’s string of
disasters. Chairman Will Corry quit last April, 1992.1n June much of
theVintage Register left the MGCC to set up the Early MG Society.
The Donnington meeting reported a 40,000 pound loss. The attempt
to set up an MGCC of North Americawas yet another. A club
insurance scheme had unsatisfactory control of the budgeting and
thisventure. It resulted in 8,000 pounds being written off. In thefall
the Board stood down and elected all new members. Ron Gammons,
Chairman. Paddy Wilmer, Safety Fast Editor wasthe only survivor.
Ron Gammonssaid”...” We' ve had an absoluely awful 1992, but the
clubwill goon, andit hasabright futurein 1993.” Geoff Radford,
former Vintage Register chairman and founder-memberof the break-
away club said, “ The Early MG Society has been aresounding
success, and is here to stay, but we want to co-operate fully withthe
reformed Car Club.” My three page Secretary’s Report indicated
how activethingswere. In brief. The November 1992 minutes. Ted
Hershey handed out the Rough WNY CENTRE MEMBERSHIP
DIRECTORY. Thisisto be handed out as afinished product at the
Holiday party. (Asyou know it was a superb piece of work). It
would be agreat thing if it could be updated and reissued. Anne
Faust commended Annabelle Tescione and Sue Keppler for the
ROARING success of the Halloween Rallye. Bob Tescione gave a
talk on tracing a cars geneology through obtaining a copy of the
Production Certificate. Thisframeable document gives accurate data
of the car, its major components and other details. Joe Tierno joined

By Wally Roworth

the MGCC at Bob Tesciones behest.

The January Minutes advised that NAMGCC might happenin
eighteen months and that the Nuffield Trophy point system will be
spelled out and re-presented. Activities reported by Cindy and
Vince Capaccio, the Wine & Cheese party at the Newport Yacht
Club on Irondequoit Bay, plansfor the Gourmet Champagne Brunch
at the Rochester Yacht Club on the Genesee River. Plansfor the
Gourmet at the Old Toad, on Alexander Street, hosted by Desi Benet
and plans for the Steak Roast and Auction at the White House
Lodgein the Webster Park on Lake Ontario.

Jay Lockrow’sBury MeInAn Old Mowog Parts Box was about a
wall hanging givento afriend of his. 40" wideand 30 “ high. At the
top were crossed British and French flags,.other decorations. In the
middleisthe carved front end of an Aston Martin International,
better known as the LeMans model. The sign reads “ Aston Martin,
Winner Rudge Whitworth Cup LeMans 1932”. The bottom reads
“Aston Martin Ltd. Feltham Middlesex.” Thiscar won the Index of
Performancein 1932 but the Rudge Whitworth Cup remainsa
mystery. Another article said that Stirling Moss opened the new MG
Hdqtrsin Cambridgeshire, Great Britain.(14,000 sq. ft.) A club
spokesman said, “Thisisthe culmination of adream. Twenty years
ago wedidn’t realize the club would grow to the sizeit has.” -Robert
Daines. “Rover to build “Budget MG” Leaked reports suggest that
thenew MG will beasmaller version of the Rv8 and that yhey wiolll
release the affordable M GB when the top brass feel s that the market
can bear another sorts car. The sales goal was 25,000 cars ayear. As
to how the new MG would look the rreport only stated that it would
be a two seater drophead with an up-to-date-suspension setup and
styling. Purists kwill be pleased to hear that the MG will berear
wheel drive.-Robert Daines. Then Nancy Herschell Sunshine Page.
A February update of the New England Mountain Tour Il by George
Herschell.

Allyn Wagner wrote Part | of “ Behind the garage door” He de-
scribed the condition he found his TD in after 30 miles and two
hoursroad timein “15 years and sitting in his garage for 6 years.
Enginerolled over easily, Brakeswereok. Hisreal job wasto remove
the body. Found poor wiring. Needed a new loom.Body wass
basically ok. ( To be continued) George Herschell’s Part Three of

“ Automotive Art was six pages long and really interesting. His
concentration was on cutaway drawings and some of its better
known practitioners. Shown werethefollowing: A K-3 by Max
Miller, The Gardner MG Record Car by S.E. Porter, A 1956 Gordini F-
1 by Theo Page ( He also did amarv-€elousrendition of “MG Old
Number 1, too big to reduce), An MG TC by JamesAllington even
showed theinterior cutaway of the engine. His own Ferrari and a
Coventry Climax engine were both shown in cutaway by James
Allington. Last was Peter Helck’s L ocomobile was presented as
done by the man who is considered the absolute master of the
cutaway drawing.- Yoshihiro Inomoto. John Forrester had a 26
question-puzzle* CARSFROM ‘A’ TO ‘Z'. Thentheanswerswere
onthefollowing page, Lastly, Peter Egan wrote“ Side Glances’ -
CAHOOQTS. It tellsabout looking for an rustfree M GB and happen-
ingtofindit at afriends home. The latter was considering selling it
at just theright time. It had only 200,000 milesonit. Enginewas
rebuilt at 100,000. After the years storage under aPiper Cubswing it
was roadable, started easily and drove nicely. It had had agood life
of proper maintenance and had been started regularly. Itis
now(1993) in Wisconsin instead of California. Interesting story.
These were both interesting copies of the SPOKES, as they usually
are.
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WESTERN NEW YORK CENTRE MGCC
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2002/2003

28 Brunch Run

January February March April
2 Board Mesting 9 Sweetheart Brunch 2 Steak Roast & Auction | 13 Brunch Run
16 Meeting 20 Meeting 6 Board Meeting 17 Meeting
19 Wire & Cheese 15 Vans Machine Shop
20 Mesting
30 English Pub
M ay June July August
10 Ture Up Clinic 1 Vintage Car Show 6 Autocross |1 17 45th MG Anniversary
15 Mesting 19 Meeting 17 Meeting Party
15-18 Carlide 14 Garden Tour 24 Kids day - Glen 21 Mesting
25 Autocross | 20 Steak Roast/Rally
Tailgate Picnic & FnKna
September October November December
4 Board Meseting 12 Fall Tour 6 Board Meseting 6 Holiday Party
18 Meeting 16 Meeting 9 Garage Tour 15 Leon trys to get the
20 Tureup Clinic 19 Autocross 4 20 Meseting 2004 Calendar out on
21 Autocross 3 25 Halloween Rally 30 Brunch Run (?) time

For moreinformation visit our web site http://www.mgcar club.com

The SPOKES

Leon Zak, Editor
2467 Westside Drive
North Chili, NY 14514
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