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The SPOKES is the official publication of the MG Car Club-Western New York Centre, a  not for profit New York Corporation . It 
is distributed monthly to MGCC members, other clubs, and club event participants.  
 
All articles published in this newsletter are the property of MG Car Club Western New York Centre. The content of the articles is 
that of 
the author and once published may be used by any other similar club for their newsletter providing that the author and original 
source is credited. It is requested that two copies of the republication be forwarded to the editor of “The SPOKES.” One copy is for 
the author and one copy is for our files. No other use is permitted without written consent of the editor. 
 
Articles, anecdotes, stories, photographs, illustrations, jokes, suggestions, and other submissions are welcome from all readers. If 
you have questions, please contact the editor for additional informat ion. The DEADLINE for submitting materials to the upcoming 
issue of SPOKES is one week after a general meeting. Please SEND your information by Email to Spokes@mgcarclub.com. Alter-
natively, send it by mail to The SPOKES, PO Box 831, Webster, NY 14580. 
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Remember I mentioned the resurfacing of the “can of 
worms” this summer? And how I wished they’d do the 
same to the 590 / 104 interchange? Well, guess what? 
They did just that, this past month; the state’s paving 
contractors, working again at night, put a few acres of 
new asphalt over the old concrete, gradually smoothing 
out a rough section of our daily commute. It’s incredible, 
especially since all the taxes I’ve paid New York in my 
lifetime wouldn’t add up to enough to paint the lines on 
this new road, but I’m glad they did it anyway. 
 
October is the month many of us are rushing to finish 
projects (or put them away) and get ready for winter. But 
we had a couple of pleasant breaks, with the Rizzo’s Fall 
Tour and the Abel’s Garage Tour. The Fall Tour was an 
excellent adventure, with a few surprises thrown in 
(Right, Wally and Carl? Did you meet Brock Yates? And 
thanks, Gil, for our little side trip—sorry, Betty, for mak-
ing us so late we missed the apple fritters). The Rizzo’s 
went to a lot of trouble finding great roads on an interest-
ing route, with a terrific lunch and other stops, making 
for a lovely day’s drive. Thank you, Tim and Rhonda! 
The Abel’s organized a “compact” (less than 40 miles) 
Garage Tour of four places in the Webster/Penfield area. 
This was not only very interesting, but in many ways 
inspirational. And Kathy and Bill Rampe provided food 
afterward that satisfied everyone. Thank you Bob, 
Georgean, Kathy and Bill for providing us with another 
terrific Club event! 
 
The October meeting was exciting, with a number of 
people accepting nominations for next year’s officers, 
and so the upcoming November meeting, our last for the 
year, will feature an actual election, with multiple candi-
dates to choose from for several board positions. You’ll 
find details elsewhere in this issue. It’s been a long time 
since this has happened. I’m encouraged, and thankful, 
that so many Members have “stepped up” to get involved 
in running the affairs of the Club, and I’m optimistic 
about our future. 
 
Hope to see you at the next event! 
 

ON THE ROAD 
                 by  Doug Scribner, Chairman

                   Tim & Doug at Cannonball Pub 

                                  Rearview 

                      Last stop on the tour 
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 Thank you to the Rizzos, Tim & Rhonda, for another 
great Fall Tour! 44 cars, almost all sports cars, on tour. It 
was cloudy & rainy but it didn’t dampen our enthusiasm. 
Lunch at the Springbrook Inn in Caledonia was delicious. 
There were a couple of  mis-adventures, nothing serious, 
thank goodness! 
 
      Thank you Georgean & Bob Abels for the Garage 
Tour. Every year we always get to see some very interest-
ing garages. When Anne Faust was Activities Director she 
suggested to Gene, lets have a garage tour. He laughed 
and said “it will never fly”. Look at it now! It’s got to be 
our most interesting thing to do. Thanks, Anne! 
 
      Thank you to Kathy & Bill Rampe for opening their 
home and garage for the Chili Party after the garage tour. 
Kathy always has lots of good food and some of us don’t 
know enough to go home afterwards, we always have a 
good time there. 
 
      November 13 is the Brunch at the Rochester Yacht 
Club. Send checks to Anne Faust and made out payable to 
Anne Faust. See details in Spokes. 
 
      Nov. 17 is the Meeting with election of officers. We 
have two slates so voting will be by paper ballot. Please 
attend to put your favorite candidate in office. 
 
      Nov. 17 at the Meeting, one of our members, Barbara 
Fink, will talk about her adventures and observations 
while on work detail down in New Orleans and Missis-
sippi. Our club donated $1000.00 to the Red Cross effort 
in support to help the evacuees. 
 
      December 3 is the Holiday Party at the Wishing Well 
on Chili Ave. at I 390. Cost is $20.00  per person. It’s 
bring a gift, take a gift that’s optional, in the $10.00 range. 
It makes for a festive evening. If you like the place and the 
menu from last year please come again this year. See the 
rest of the details in Spokes. 
 
      No Meeting in December 
 
      January 22 is the Wine & Cheese Party & Valve Cover 
Races at Finn Park on Maple Avenue in West Webster. 
Details are in Nov. & Dec. Spokes. 
 
     Prepare your racers now and be prepared for some 
great competition! 

        
By now, many of you have heard that Gayle and I will be 
taking over the Activities Directors’ role for 2006. We’re 
all too aware that Gil and Betty will be a tough act to 
follow but, with your help, we’ll try to pull it off.  Since 
2006 will be here before we know it and one of the first 
orders of business will be to try to have the calendar as 
complete and accurate as possible, we’d like to know 
what activities are of interest to you. 
 
 As relative newcomers to the club, we are familiar with 
the perennial favorites, but not with those that may have 
come and gone.  With ignorance on our side, our bias is 
to not rule out anything.  The club exists because there is 
a group of people who share the common interest, for 
reasons even they may not be able to explain, of trying to 
make/keep old British cars roadworthy and who also like 
to have fun.  Odds are if something is interesting or fun 
for you, it will be for some other members too.  So, espe-
cially if you’re willing to organize it, why not give it a 
try?  There’s no rule that says an activity has to be elabo-
rate, so a couple of simple off-the-wall ideas might be: a 
slot car racing party (Wouldn’t it be great to drive at 
2400 (scale) mph on a cold winter day?); go-karts 
(especially for those of us not ready for SVRA).  There’s 
probably a limit somewhere (we can’t really picture an 
MGCC sky-diving outing), but there may be some thrill-
seekers who would like to try something like the jet boat 
excursions on the Niagara River.  Please give it some 
thought and get back to us with suggestions, ideally by 
the end of November.  We can be reached by telephone 
at 585-225-5251 or by E-mail at:  bjsbrooks@aol.com or 
night10gayle@aol.com. 
 
 In the meantime, there are a couple of things that need 
some immediate attention.  In February this year, there 
was a Mardi Gras excursion to Hammondsport.  It 
sounded like everyone had a great time.  Is there interest 
in doing this again, or perhaps something similar?  There 
was also a weekend trip to Saratoga Springs in April, 
including a tour of the automobile museum.  The reaction 
was very positive and Cheryl Baldwin is willing to make 
the arrangements again, but we need some sense of 
whether there’s enough interest.  She was able to get 
some great rates by making contacts in December. 
 
 Let’s make 2006 a year to remember, in a good way, of 
course.  Thanks. 

      
 

Activities    
                                      by Betty Langswager 

Activities   2006 
                                      by Brooks Schneider 

mailto:bjsbrooks@aol.com
mailto:night10gayle@aol.com.
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Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm. Minutes from last 
month accepted as published in spokes. Treasurer not 
able to attend but reports we are in good shape.  No new 
members and guests. 
 
 Betty Langswager began the activities with the standard 
joke. Thanks went out to Rizzos for the Fall Tour, Bob 
and Georgean Abels for the Garage Tour, and Bill and 
Kathy Rampe for the party after the tour.  See activities 
article for future events. 
 
 Laurie Scribner reported new regalia item this month is 
denim jacket, still have a few fleece blankets, and many 
shirts to choose from. Spokes articles are due week from 
tonight.  Red Cross thank you letter for the donation was 
received and will be published in Spokes.  Club Librarian 
reports VHS tapes are in the process of being added to 
our collection and will be available soon. Webmaster 
requests send stuff to him and it will be posted on web-
site. 
 
 No old business to report.  New business this month is 
nomination of officers.  Chairperson opened floor to 
nominations.  Nominated members are listed below.  All 
accepted and nominations were seconded. 
      Chairperson – Leon Zak 
      Vice-chair – John Baum and Dan Suter 
      Treasurer – Joeanna DeBlaere and Steve Sangster 
      Secretary – Wally Roworth and Marlene Rzepkowski 
      Trustee – Dave Chase and Bob Tescione 
      Activities – Brooks and Gail Schneider 
Ted Hershey was nominated for trustee but did not ac-
cept the nomination. It was also announced Allen Hess 
will take over Spokes starting with the 2006 Calendar. 
He would appreciate more pictures. 
 
 A review of the voting process was discussed. Positions 
and the names of those running for the respective posi-
tions will be listed in November Spokes and voting will 
take place at the November meeting as long as the club 
has a quorum attending. By-laws state that a quorum is 
10% of the voting eligible membership and a minimum 
of 2 officers attending. The clarification was made that 
the nominees listing in Spokes is listing only, not an offi-
cial ballot. There was a discussion on accepting votes 
from members not able to attend November's meeting. 
Motion was made to accept mailed in ballots that have 
voter/member names and are received in MG Club mail-
box by noon, the Monday prior to November meeting. 
After discussion on motion, amendment was made to  
   

read: Club to accept mailed in ballots that have 
voter/member names and are received in MG Club mailbox 
by noon, the day of the November meeting. Motion was sec-
onded.  Discussion held.  It was suggested mailed in votes 
are in double envelope with outside envelope showing 
member's name and inside envelope containing your ballot. 
Amended motion was voted on and approved by members. 
Approved motion:  Club will accept mailed in ballots that 
have voter/member names and are received in MG Club 
mailbox by noon, the day of the November meeting.  
 
 Thanks to Abels for this year’s garage tour, shorter distance 
of the tour was appreciated and suggested the idea continues 
for future tours.  Suggestion for a full treasurer’s report 
(annual report) heard next month, chairman agreed and 
promised full report will be presented.   Request to hear car 
show report since it has been a few months since one had 
been given.  Dick Powers reported facility the “core” group 
had been looking at was not available and were now looking 
at other locations.  A final location decision is planned for 
the end of October. Classes worked out last year will be 
used, and the artwork is ready. Dick announced he prefers a 
diverse show so that is what he plans to organize, having as 
many types of transportation as possible.  
 
 Brian Smith wanted to thank the members for their camara-
derie and the good times because he and Julie are returning 
to mid-west. 
 
Jim Priestley wanted to remind everyone it is not too soon 
to pay your 2006 dues and has already received a payment.  
 
Cars and parts announced along with a few project updates. 
Door prizes were awarded and the meeting adjourned at 
8:30 pm. 

MGCC MEETING MINUTES 
                                                                                                             by Pat Sangster  
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OCTOBER, 2005  ATTENDANCE 

Gil Langswager 
Betty Langswager 
Carl  Prouty 
Brooks Schneider 
Barb W ild 
Dave Wild 
Pat Sangster 
Steve Sangster 
Alan Costich 
Dick Giambra 
Dave Chase 
Jeff Kath 
Cheryl Baldwin 
Bill Baldwin 
Gene Faust 
Anne Faust 
Dick Rzepkowski 
Beverly Swarts 
Chuck Swarts 
Mark Gibson 
Cynthia Jack 
Doug Jack 
Barbara Zak 
Lane Boughton 
John Thompson 
Laurie Scribner 
Doug Scribner 
Dan Goodwin 
Cheryl Zonneville 
David Leete 
Bob Abels 
Georgean Abels 
George Haynes 
Dick Powers 

Nick Zuck 
Elaine Hess 
Allen Hess 
George Herschell 
Nancy Herschell 
Brian Smith 
Julie Smith 
Tim Rizzo 
Rhonda Rizzo 
David Engdahl 
Jim Padula 
Michael Mack 
Beverly Mack 
Ken Heusler 
Penny Hargrave 
Allyn Wagner 
George Tennant 
Ellen Baxter 
Carl Baxter 
Joe DeBlaere 
Joeanna DeBlaere 
Gene Dinkel 
Hollis G. Hames 
Marlene Rzepkowski 
Bob Tescione 
Dan Suter 
John Baum 
Jim Priestley 
Dawn Priestley 
Leon Zak 
Wally Roworth 
Ted Hershey 
Sue Keppeler 
 

Classifieds 

Parts For Sale:  1968 rear axle, (only item from the 68) 
1964 transmission, control console, interior hardware, 
lights , dampers, (I stripped the car after parking it  
under a guard rail), lots of odds and ends.  This stuff 
NEEDS a new home.  I don't want it to be a dumpster.   
Carl     e-mail: ngbrew@hotmail.com  Parts are in  
Windsor, NY  (Broome County, near Binghamton)  
 
For Sale:  1963 Austin Healey 3000 BT7 2+2, 69k miles, 
stored 20 years indoors, asking $10,000 
Call  585-586-8465 
 
For Sale: Concours quality ‘53 MGTD, 3 year old body 
off restoration. 1500 miles on it all bugs worked out. 
Low $20’s. Call Joe for details 585-229-2230 
 
Wanted:  1960s or 1970s 15" woodrim steering wheel.  
Can be Les Leston, Nardi, Mota Lita, Coventry, etc.  Pre-
fer slotted design of arms but will consider any version.  
Please call Dan (585)-377-1877,  or dmesmg@juno.com.  
 
For Sale: 1963 Mercury Comet convertible, black with 
red interior.  Six-cylinder, automatic and power top.  
New tires (5) and front end rebuild.  This is a very cor-
rect, original car that has been well maintained over the 
years.  Includes car cover and Shop and Owner's manu-
als.  Not a perfect car but a very nice one.  I drove it to 
Hildene in June.  It's easy to drive and a real head-turner.   
Sadly, there are still too many cars in the stable and 
something must go.  Asking $13,000.   
Call  George Haynes 585-872-6536 

Recreation of an ad for MGA’s that the factory used about 1957.  Dick Powers on left and the ex David Ash/Ted 
Rounds in the center. 

mailto:ngbrew@hotmail.com
mailto:dmesmg@juno.com.
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Fall Tour 2005:  No Particular Place to Go 
                                                                                                                        by Rhonda Rizzo 

  I said to Tim, why don’t you write the Fall Tour article 
for Spokes this year. His reply: 
 
 What’s there to tell except that Wally Roworth had an off 
road excursion, he and Carl Prouty, his navigator, are ok 
and the car has minor damage. 
 
 My reactions to this statement were:  But what about the 
weather? Tim had the top down as I was getting ready but 
put it back up before we left the house and it stayed up all 
day. It was definitely a top up day for everyone since it 
was cold and drizzling. 
 
 People would want to know that we had 21 cars and 46 
people on the tour. 
 
 Wouldn’t you want everyone to know that the start of the 
tour was on Kings Highway, your all time favorite sports 
car road? It’s the road you grew up driving on while 
dreaming of the day you would have a sports car. 
 
 Did the tour enjoy the extended View of Lake Ontario as 
we all pulled over so I could run a copy of the route in-
structions back to Wally and Carl who arrived at the meet-
ing spot just as the tour pulled out. 
 
 Surely not everyone knows that the Brookwood restaurant 
had the wrong time for our arrival. That their refrigerator 
malfunctioned and froze all the vegetables for the kabobs. 
That they had to run to the store and buy more. That they 
gave us the bill for a different party and we had to 
straighten out the bill before paying. Thankfully the food 
was great which almost made the 1 1/4-hour wait worth it. 
 
 There must have been a cosmic plan at work since Doug 
Scribner had on his Cannon Ball Run jacket without the 
knowledge that we planned an autograph session for 
Brock Yates book “Cannon Ball! Worlds Greatest Outlaw  

 Race” at the Cannon Ball Pub in Wyoming and that the 
appearance of Brock Yates and Dick Powers (who was 
returning from a race at Lime Rock) was not planned by 
us!!!!! 
 
 I wondered out loud as to when people started drifting off 
the tour. Only a few cars pulled in behind us at Zarpentine 
Farms. We learned that the Scribner's waited one gas sta-
tion to long to fill up. I guess we need to put back into our 
drivers/navigators talk to always start a tour with a full 
tank and an empty bladder. 
 
Only a few club members were there to see the confused 
look on our face when Mary Strang came out with a mes-
sage for us to call the phone number written on a piece of 
paper she handed us. After we found a cell phone (I can 
hear you all laughing. Yes as unbelievable as it sounds we 
don’t have one.) the phone number got us through to Be-
thel Powers.  That’s how we found out about Wally and 
Carl. Dick Powers stopped to help and called home to 
have Bethel call us with the news. A special thanks to all 
who over the years have stopped to help in a time of need. 
 
 Why was it that Zarpentine Farms ran out of Apple Frit-
ters when we called ahead to let them know that 50 people 
would be stopping at 4:00? 
 
 I heard of a few missed turns. But I didn’t hear of anyone 
who got really lost. It was suggested we include course 
workers and flagers on the next tour!!!! 
 
 But Tim, we always want to tell everyone how much we 
appreciate the feedback we receive. Thanks to everyone 
who participated, sent thank you cards or thanked us in 
person.  After Tim patently listened to all this he added 
and I whole hearted agreed, we sincerely hope you all  
enjoyed the day. 
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 MG (S) MILES and “WHEE” DID IT ! !                    Part LVIX  
by George Herschell  

  Finally after too many years, the notorious “Vermont 
Bermuda Triangle has been conquered (again) but this 
time it was done, once with help, and once without 
(well almost). But I’m getting ahead of myself. The 
third weekend in September is always our annual trek 
to Stowe Vermont for the British Invasion. This year 
was no exception and it is a trip we look forward to 
eve ry yea r. Excep t fo r the dreaded “Vermont  
Bermuda Triangle”. As you may remember a number 
of years ago we got on to this short cut through  
Vermont from the Ferry to Stowe without  us ing  
Route 89. Rt. 89 is a wonderful route but it is fast and 
furious and more than once I have had the sickening 
feeling that I was going to be run over by a trailer  
truck or something else moving at the speed of light. I 
really don’t mind being on that road in the large family 
car, but in the MG it can be a bit intimidating. So  
some years ago as I said we found out about the  
alternate route. The very first time we tried it we got 
THERE fine, but on the return trip we got (not quite 
hopelessly) lost and almost ended up in Burlington.  
We tried it a number of times afterwards and always 
seemed to get mixed up somewhere and found some 
other nice roads that really didn’t take us where we 
wanted  to go but d id show you another  s ide o f  
Vermont. When  t rying to ge t to and from a  
destination seeing the rest of Vermont is not really 
high on my priority list so last year I asked Gene and 
Anne Faus t if they would lead. They d id and  
everything worked out fine and we got through with  
no problems at all. This year I thought that seeing as it 
worked last year I would pressure them to lead again. 
Grac ious ly they consented and  we  aga in had a  
wonderful drive and got where we hoped to go with  
no mishaps. Thanks again to them for this help.  
    Our group consisted of the: Langswager’s (TD), 
Jack’s (TR3A), Abe l’s  (Jensen Hea ley), Faust’s 
(Sebring “MG”), and Carl Prouty driving sweep in his 
family sedan and ourselves in the MGB. We left here 
on Thursday and the plan as usual was to drive to  
Lake Placid for the night and drive to Vermont the  
following morning. The first day was fine with a  
beautiful sunny day and great driving weather. I took 
the lead again because the MGB has traveled that  
route so much (at least 14 times) it knows its way and  
I can catch forty  winks while we go. Not too hot just 
right for traveling. We did our usual rest stops and  

arrived late Thursday afternoon. On Friday when we 
le ft fo r the Fe rry ac ross Lake C hampla in and  
Vermont, the weather was cloudy but no rain. When 
we got to the other side, I relinquished the lead to 
Anne and Gene and we were o ff on ano ther  
adventure through the “triangle”.  When we got to 
Route 2 they handed the lead back to me and it was off 
to Stowe, but not without our yearly obligatory pre 
lunch s top a t Ben and Jerry’s. This a lso is a  
tradit ion and if we didn’t stop there would be no  
living with Betty or Gene. 
   We got to the hotel, checked in and went over to the 
field to register. Apparently there had been some rain 
overnight because there were a number of puddles on 
the field and the road in was a bit “soupy” shall we say 
for lack of a better word. We went our separate ways 
and Nancy and I had been invited to a cook out by the 
B Register at the Sun and Ski Motel. It had started to 
rain and the cook out was held under canopies out 
back and although a bit damp we had a good time and 
watched videos of their trip to Olympia Washington 
from NJ. We turned in early that night and listened to 
the rain (HARD) and wondered what the field would 
look like on Saturday.  
    We found out and it wasn’t pretty. There was a lot 
of mud to drive through to get on the field but if you 
were careful you could weave and avoid most of the 
puddles. There were fewer cars than last year and we 
wonder if it was due to the weather or the price of 
gasoline. However, the cars that were there, were  
fantastic. MG, by far, had the largest turnout but 
Singer made a really good dent with their display and 
had there  area  set  up like  a dea lers  showroom  
complete with a dealers sales and service sign. Rolls 
Royce had a dealers tent set up and I got to see the 
new Rolls Royce. UGLY!!!!! The grille looks like it 
belongs on a huge “Mack Semi” and there is nothing 
beautiful or graceful about that car anymore. It is a 
tank in every sense of the word. However, the Bentley 
Azure drophead was absolutely gorgeous and if I ever 
win the lottery I will give serious consideration to one. 
But I don’t think I have to worry about that. Aston 
Martin was the featured car and the display of those 
made ones eyes water and some serious drooling was 
noticed. Of all the new cars that I have seen the Aston 
Martin is one of only a few that has retained the look 
of an Aston Martin without going off the deep end  
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styling wise. It is really a beautiful car, and maybe if 
the lottery is large enough I’ll get one of those too.  
    Finally they got the Concours de Elegance right this 
year and the judging was as fair as I have ever seen it 
They had teams of judges and each team judged the 
same part of every car. The same as we do at Watkins 
Glen and by doing it this way the results were fine. 
Best in Show went to a 1948 Healey Westland that had 
been owned by Donald Healey and was the car he and 
his son drove from New York to California in 1948. 
The present the owner is going to retrace that route 
with his son in the same car. There was a beautiful 
MGB (66 or 67) that had won before and was in Best 
of Winners class and from what I heard, he received an 
offer of $35,000 for the car and sold it on the spot. It is 
a beautiful car and perfectly done but $35,000 ?  
   Stowe is a great show and even with the muddy field 
it is worth the visit by all sometime. We left the field a 
little early to avoid the rush in the restaurants and 
while we were having dinner that night with the Jack’s 
it POURED.  
     On Sunday Nancy and I decided not to go to the 
field as it was only the Tail Gate Competition and  
seeing as how the Langswager’s were not competing 
this year, we went into the town proper and walked 
around a bit and did some Christmas gift shopping for 
our daughters in law. That has also become a tradition. 
We met the rest of the group at the Cabot Cheese shop 
and we were on our way back to Lake Placid. This is 
where it got testy because Anne and Gene decided they 
were going to take a different route so we were on our 
own. It was: Nancy and I, the Langswager’s, the Jack’s 
and Carl. We got to Route 2 and headed for Richmond. 
This part of the route is easy but after Richmond it gets 
confusing. We made the turn on to the “triangle” and 
only once did I stop to check with Gil as to if we 
should go straight or turn. He assured me we were  
correct and lo and behold we made all the other turns 
correctly and were at the ferry in no time with no  
miscues at all.  
    The drive home Monday was the most beautiful day 
one could imagine with clear sunny skies and not a 
cloud in sight. Other than some road construction in 
downtown Watertown, the roads were great and clear 
for the most part. It was a day you wanted to bottle up 
and save for another time. So maybe (I hope) the  
Vermont Bermuda Triangle has been tamed. It was this 
year and I hope we can repeat the trip next year.    
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MG Car Club 
Western NY Centre 
Official Regalia 

Car Badge $25.00 
Badge Clip 5.00 
Key Fob, large leather 4.00 
Sticker, front adhesive 1.50 
Sticker, silver 1.50 
Blanket 18.00 
Bumper Sticker 1.00 
“Safety Fast” Wine Glass               6.50 

Sport Cap  $12.00 
Patch, embroidered  2.50 
Pin, cloisonné 3.00 
Dash Plaque, 40th Anniv. 4.00 
Sign, magnetic (10”) 15.00 
Tote Bag, embro idered 15.00 
Name Badges w/MG 10.00 
MGCC Cookbook                           5.00 

Also available is a wide selection of clothing items (shirts, jackets, etc.) embroidered with the club 
logo.  Prices shown are for members only. 
 

 All items are available for purchase at our monthly meetings, or delivery can be arranged.  
Contact: Laurie Scribner 585-872-5133 (weekdays). 
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Candidates for Offices 

For the Office of Chairman 
Leon Zak 

For the Office of Vice Chairman  
   Dan Suter                                         or                                  John Baum 

For the Office of Secretary  
Marlene Rzepkowski                              or                                Wally Roworth  



13 

For the Office of Treasurer 
Joeanna DeBlaere                               or                                Steve Sangster 

For the Office of Trustee 
Bob Tescione                                        or                                 David Chase  

For Activities Chair  
Brooks & Gayle Schneider  
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RITER 
AUTOMOTIVE 

A Division of 
Warren L. Riter & Sons, Inc. 

Warren, Scott, & Jim Riter 

Service & Restoration 
of collectible vehicles 

Appraisal Service 
with over 25 years experience 

2291 Penfield Road 
Penfield, NY 14526 

585-381-4368

November  Brunch 

Sunday November 13th  at 11:30 am 

Rochester Yacht Club   
5555 St. Paul Blvd. 

Rochester, NY  
Cost is $18.00 per person 

Payment by Nov. 6th to 
Anne Faust 

67 Glenwood Drive,  
Webster, NY  14580 
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 It was suggested that Carl Prouty should co-pilot the 
tour with me.  It came to happen.  Neither of us 
brought the plan sheet-we knew the other one would 
bring his.  So we spent the first half hour looking for 
open malls.  Finally on the way back going east we 
saw the sports cars starting to swarm.  We followed 
the Wild’s and spent many stretches in the 70’s, play-
ing catch up.  All went well and we stayed reasonably 
close to the group and made it to the Spring Brook 
Restaurant for a tremendous Dinner. 

After the dinner we followed the parade to the gift 
shop and bar.  We left, driving at the end of the line.  
We found out later that Dick Powers had driven in 
from Lime Rock and Binghamton to join the group 
and that he followed us. We were trying to catch the 
string of cars and after making the turn onto Webster 
Road and climbing the hill I found that I hadn’t 
gained enough speed for two passengers. (I have been 
driving single for too long) I tried a double clutch and 
missed. So I stopped and started up shifting again.  
As we were gaining speed we topped the sharp peak 
and I didn’t see the road.  Even my cushions weren’t 
enough.  I did see a post with a sign on it that I could-
n’t read and went to the right of if (wrong side it 
turned out).  There we were headed into a farmers 
field and sliding, skidding down toward a valley.  We 
had slowed down some but it took a massive thistle-
weed border to stop us.  We slid in a little deeper than 
the cars length.  But no bumps, bangs or crashing.  
The weeds did their job well and quietly. I shut the 
engine down from its idle, pulled on the emergency 
brake and left it in gear.  Carl got out and saw Dick 
Powers go by.  A little later Dick came back to see 
where we were.  He didn’t know we were playing 
hide and seek. I got out through an impacted bunch of 
weeds and thistles. And with Carl stood in back of 
the opening.  Carl had left his phone in his car and I 
don’t have one. Then we saw Dick go up the grade 
and turn around.  He came back and we joined him 
on the road.  Dick said that when he had made the 
next corner and saw the 2nd car ahead. He had to 
come back and be sure we were ok.  There was NO 
DAMAGE TO THE CAR OR EITHER CARL OR  

 ME.  He called AAA for us and we snuggled down 
in his van for three-quarters of an hour; The Tow 
Truck came and backed down the line that we had 
made going down the grade-Two wet dirty tracks.  
He hooked on, I climbed in and released the emer-
gency, put it in neutral and turned the key on so the 
wheel would steer.  A little pull, a steering correction 
and we were clear. He unhooked all the cables and I 
tried to back up the grade.  No, go-too slippery for 
my tires even with the three of them pushing.  So he 
surveyed the bank up to the road. That was a horizon-
tal run to the bank so we decided that that was the 
way I should attempt to escape.  I started slowly and 
built a little speed and when I made the bank I cut a 
little to the right and went up diagonally.  Really 
smooth.  I was proud of the B and me, despite what 
had happened.  There were a lot of leaves that blew 
off, later.  The bumper had picked up a batch, which 
was removed.  The Tow Truck left and Dick got back 
into his van that was towing his 222 racer.  We de-
cided that the wait had put you through the next stop 
so we headed home with no problem except follow-
ing the right roads north. And working our way 
around 490 which was closed down.   We did get to 
390   and home. The car ran smoothly all the way, 
Temperature had not changed and the oil pressure 
held its normal level.  You’d never know we had 
gone through what we did.  A good sign is needed 
that will tell the story simply and be clearly visible 
half way up the Webster Road hill.  

We thought it was a delightful tour, that we partici-
pated in. 

Wally and Carl’s Fall Foliage Tour-2005 
by Wally Roworth 
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Jay Lockrow 

BURY ME IN AN OLD MOWOG PARTS BOX 

  Toot! Toot! Full steam ahead. Ok lets get serious for a 
minute. This month we are going on a tangent and not talk 
about cars but about steamboats. Last August around the 18 
of the month a good friend of many years called me. He 
asked if I wanted to go with him with his steamboat down 
towards Rochester so that he could explore a few miles of 
the canal. This is the same chap that once had several MG 
TC’s and I drove one to Texas with him, sold him my dad’s 
car and he had at least two others. He gave up MG’s and 
got into steamboats. (I’ll give an update on my dad’s old car 
shortly) Anyway always one for a bit of a mechanical ad-
venture I said sure. I arrived at his house at about 8am and 
proceeded to help put the steamboat together. In order to get 
the steamboat in his garage he has to remove the smoke-
stack and the frame that holds the canvass cover or awning. 
We also had to install the whistle, blow off pipes and sev-
eral other bits and pieces. Most important is to put some 
water in the boiler, as you sure don’t want to start a fire be-
fore there is anything to heat. This accomplished we headed 
for Macedon NY where we put the steamer in the water. 
        First of all it’s a little more involved than that. You 
have to put on the canvass top to keep sparks and ashes off 
the passengers. Then you put in things like paddles, life 
jackets, bundles of wood, mooring lines, bell, hook up the 
whistle and about forty minutes of preparation before you 
can really put it in the water. The last thing you do before 
launching is start a fire in the boiler. (Remember that I said 
it is important to have water in the boiler) Once the gauge is 
off the peg its time to see if it will float. This time it did, on 
the maiden voyage a few years back it didn’t sink but the 
engine quit and we had to get a tow home. He knows much 
more about steam now. When running a steam engine there 
is always some adjustment or fitting to tighten.  

So once in the canal we decided to head to-
wards the town of Fairport. From where we started it 
was about four miles to Fairport. At the blistering 
speed of around five miles per hour it took us about an 
hour and twenty minutes to make the trip. Now you 
don’t just sit and drink tea on a steamboat you pay at-
tention to the mechanics.  First there is stoking the 
boiler which must be done every ten or fifteen minutes 
so the fire keeps the water boiling. Then the water 
level in the boiler must be maintained so it does not 
boil away. If it does you can ruin the boiler and you 
have to paddle home. There is a vertical tube about six 
inches long and about one inch in diameter that shows 
you the water level. Anyway there are several systems 
for maintaining water level, an electric pump, a hand 
pump, and a pump run off engine power. Most use the 

electric pump because there is also an electric sys-
tem for the running lights. You are still not done. 
You must keep an eye on the oilers so that they 
don’t run dry. This means every half-hour or so you 
take your oil can and fill them up with the proper 
weight oil, which is about 90-weight gear oil. Some-
time during the trip you might have to stop the en-
gine and lubricate the nipples on the bearings so you 
won’t have any problems there. All this time you are 
also steering the boat and looking out for oncoming 
craft, having your lunch and carrying on a conversa-
tion about steamboats, sports cars, and dozens of 
other topics. If all else fails there is always plenty of 
brass to polish and steamboats have lots of  copper 
too. 
   Once we arrived in Fairport we tied up for a minute 
and decided to go for an ice cream cone. This was all 
accomplished and when we arrived back at the boat there 
was always someone with questions about the boat. The 
cruise boat Colonial Belle came by and we must have 
had our picture taken about fifty times from that boat 
alone. If any of you folks from the Rochester area see my 
picture in the paper send me a copy. 
   The trip home was pretty much the same as the trip 
down with one big exception. The trip to Fairport was 
with a following wind and this makes a huge difference 
in boiler pressure. The return trip was into a slight wind 
and the draft made the fire much hotter so we actually 
picked up possibly a mile an hour.  
   Once returned to shore it is basically a reverse of the 
procedure of putting it in the water. However you do let 
the fire go out slowly so things will not contract too 
quickly and crack. But the boat must be emptied of the 
paraphernalia that you put in and when you return home 
the stack has to come down again as well as the frame for 
the canvass top as well as all mentioned above so it will 
fit back in the garage. I told him to get a bigger garage 
but all I got was a “yea right” What is humorous are the 
guys that come along with an outboard, stuff it in the 
water, jump in and are off before we even get the fire 
started. Whatever suits your fancy though steamboats are 
really a bit different and a lot of fun but I’m going to 
keep my TC. 
   If anyone is interested next summer (2006) around the 
20th of June there will be a steamboat meet at this marina 
on the canal in Macedon. Write it on your calendar and 
bring your brass polish.  
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Garage Tour 
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MG CAR CLUB 

  HOLIDAY PARTY 

    At the 
WISHING WELL 

   1190 Chili Avenue at I 390 

   December 3, 2005 
Cocktails – 6:30  Buffet Dinner – 7:30 

   $20.00 per person.  Make check payable to MG Car Club 

 Send to Betty Langswager 
    46 Stonington Dr. 

   Pittsford, NY 14534 

   Reservations by November 25, 2005 

  Bring a gift, take a gift in the $10.00 range. 
   Please wrap gifts, mark man or lady. 

  Not mandatory, but it’s festive! 

MENU FOR HOLIDAY PARTY 

   Tossed garden salad – choice of dressing  USDA Choice Steamship Roast of Beef 
   Butternut squash with nut and brown sugar topping      Sliced Honey Glazed Ham 
   Broccoli, cauliflower medley        Italian Meatballs 
   Escalloped potatoes        Seafood Newburg with Jumbo Shrimp 
   Baked ziti with meat sauce          Ocean Scallops 
   Fresh cut fruits        Alaskan Snow Crab Meat 
   Relishes, fresh cut veggies, ripe olives, etc.  Italian style pasta salad 
   Jello         Rolls and butter 
   Columbia coffee, brewed decaf coffee, hot tea 
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S  U  N  S  H    I    N    E  P  A    G  E by Jim Priestley S  U  N  S  H    I    N    E  P  A    G  E by Jim Priestley 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

2   Gordon Neatrour 
3   Cheryl Zonneville 
6   Steve Sangster 
7   Edward Avery 
8   Chris Williams 
9   Al Isselhard 
9   Brooks Schneider 
9   Sharon Stickle 
10  Bob Cooley 
11  John Cordeiro 
14  Evelyn Stone 
15  Thomas Rapp 
16  Joseph Schultz 
19  Alan Costich 
20  Dale Masters 
22  Leroy Hokenson 
22  Pat Dix 
22  Scott Preston 
23  Margaret Cook 
24  Suzanne Cordeiro 
25  Don McConnell 
26  Marcia Preston 
27  Jim Padula 
28  Doug Scribner 
28  Charles Searles 
28  Wendy Austin 
28 Barbara Zak 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
      EVERYONE!! 

**************************** 

 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 Efrim & Susan Adnopoz 
820 East Bluff Drive 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 

315-531-1882 
1969 JAGUAR E-TYPE 

 Charlie & Teresa Alba 
646 Adeline Drive 

Webster, NY 14580-2344 
585-671-6196 

1978 MGB 

  NOVEMBER ANNIVERS ARIES  

1 Don & Julie Riling 
2 Gordon & Diane Neatrour 
2 Charles & Beverly Swarts 
4 Steve & Pat Sangster 
12 Paul & Ginny Wheeler 
18 Henry & Sue Kron 
24 Lee & Mary Ann Blair, Jr. 
26 Douglas & Cindy Jack 
29 Leon & Krystyna Todaro 

 CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL!! 

 DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

   1     George & Mary Ann Shetterly, II 
   5   Barry & Robin Christ 
   12   John & Linda Spencer 
   19  Mike & Sue Harrison 
   26  Dezi & Bill Benet 
   26  Brian & Kelly Fallon 
   27  Michael & Karna Palermo 
   28 Charles & Irene Searles 
   29 Phil & Gilda Parisi 

 CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL!! 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

 1 Jim Davis 
3  Chris Baum 
4  Richard Coleman 
6  Nancy Chase 
7  Beverly Lockrow 
9  Sheridan Cornett 
10 Norman Wright 
11    Joseph Kozloski 
11     Georgean Abels 
12 Dick Giambra 
15 Ann Coleman 
16 Ann Lenweaver 
17 Don Lovell 
18 Betty Langswager 
19 Hollis Hames 
20 Jim Bartasevich 
22 Julie Riling 
24 Robert Abels 
27 Dezi Benet 
27 Linda Perkins 
28 Arnold Van Denburgh 
29 John Forrester 
31 Paul Lilley 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
EVERYONE!! 

 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 Suzanne & John Cordeiro 
559 Cedarwood Terrace 

Rochester, NY 14609 
585-288-7455 
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MG CAR CLUB 

    WINE & CHEESE PARTY 

and VALVE COVER RACES 

 January 13, 2006  -  1:00 PM 

At Finn Park on Maple Avenue in West Webster 

Bring hors d’oeurves or desserts to pass & your own 
wine or drinks  

Bring your valve cover racer – make it a winner! 

Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places 

Popular vote for best looking valve cover racer 
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THE MG CAR CLUB, WESTERN NY CENTRE, INC. 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Annual Membership Dues are $30.00—All Memberships expire December 31st 

Name      Birthday 

Spouse      Friend     Birthday 

Phone: Home      Work  Wedding Anniversary  / / 

Address      City 

State           Zip+4   Today’s Date     New or Renewal? 

Email Address  

Cars Owned & Year 

INTERESTS:  Racing       Gymkhana  Rallye        Restoration        Car Show        Social       Touring___ 

Hobbies, etc.  

Occupation  

Available for Roadside Help?  No          Yes          (Days        Evenings        Nights        Weekends        ) 

Make your cheque payable to MGCC OF WESTERN NY, INC.  Mail your cheque and application to: 
Jim Priestley 

3326 County Road 40 
Bloomfield, NY 14469 
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WESTERN NEY YORK CENTRE MGCC 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2005 

Presort Standard 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Permit #701 
Rochester, NY 

The SPOKES 
PO Box 831 
Webster, NY14580 - 0831 

These dates may change. Please check meeting minutes or mgcarclub.com for updates! 
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Please send this to: 

January 
  6 Board Meeting 
16    Wine & Cheese Party/Valve 
        Cover Races 
20 Meeting 

February 
 5   Mardi Gras Party 
17 Meeting 

March 
  3 Board Meeting 
  6 Steak Roast & Auction 
17 Meeting 
20 English Pub 

April 
21 Meeting 
23—24 Overnite—Saratoga 

May 
  5    Board Meeting 
  8 Autocross (& Driv er School) 
14    Tune Up Clin ic (10-4) 
15     Brunch Run  
19 Meeting  
19-22 Carlisle

June 
10—12 Hildene Car Show 
16 Meeting 

July 
   8   Board Meeting 
10    Autocross II 
21 Meeting 
31 RIT Car Show 

August 
  7 Pig Roast/Rallye 
 18 Meeting 
 21    Autocross III   

September 
  1 Board Meeting 
  9 Vintage Weekend @ Glen 
13 Meeting (TUESDAY!!) 
24 Tune Up Clinic   
25 Autocross IV 

October 
  9 Fall Foliage Tour 
16    Garage Tour 
20 Meeting 
29  Halloween Rallye & Par ty 

November 
  3 Board Meeting 
  13 Brunch Run 
  17 Meeting 

December 
  3 Holiday Par ty 
        No Meeting 

http://www.mgcarclub.com



