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After a brief infatuation with the sport,
Al decides to give up Caber Toss . . .

❄
Meeting

January 18th 7:30 PM
Burgundy Basin Inn

1361 Marsh Road, Pittsford, NY
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Th e SPOKES is published and distributed monthly by the MG 

Car Club Western New York Centre, as a benefi t to its mem-

bers. Please see the inside of the back cover for a membership 

application. Th e SPOKES is also available electronically to 

non-members for $10 per year. E-mail info@mgcarclub.com 

for more information.

Articles refl ect the opinion of the author. Articles are the prop-

erty of MG Car Club Western New York Centre and may be 

reprinted by similar clubs providing the author and source is 

credited. It is requested that two copies of the republication, one 

for the author and one for our fi les, be forwarded to the editor 

of Th e SPOKES. No other use is permitted. 

MG CAR CLUB WESTERN NEW YORK CENTRE
PO Box 831, Webster, New York 14580-0831

Web Site: www.mgcarclub.com 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS and APPOINTEES

Submissions are welcome.

Deadline: One week aft er a general meeting. Contact the 

editor for additional information. Send all correspondence 

and material via e-mail to Spokes@mgcarclub.com.

Alternatively, mail to Allen Hess, 17 Sandpiper Lane, Pittsford, 

NY 14534 or deliver by hand at a meeting.

SPOKES Staff

Advertising:  George Herschell (585) 872–1194

Address Changes:  Jim Priestley  (585) 657–4225

Mailing:  Doug & Laurie Scribner (585) 872–5133



Meetings

Meetings are held the third Th ursday of each month, except 

December, at the Burgundy Basin Inn, 1361 Marsh Road, 

Pittsford, NY 14534. Board meetings are held the fi rst Th urs-

day of every odd numbered month and are open to members. 

Contact the chairman for the location of the next board meet-

ing and to request your item on the agenda.

Advertising Rates as of January 1, 2007

Copy ready business advertising:

Size  Single Issue One Year

Half Page 7.5" x 4.8" $27.00 $110.00

Quarter Page 3.6" x 4.8" $16.00 $65.00

Eighth Page 3.6" x 2.3" $11.00 $44.00 



It’s Winter – Let’s Go Racing!
Indoor Go Karts

Battery powered go-karts on an 

indoor road course.

Sunday February 11, 2007 1:30 PM

$13 per person — two rides, pizza & soda

Inside Track Speedway

775 Elmgrove Road 

Rochester Technology Park (Kodak Elmgrove)

1st entrance South of Rt. 531, at the traffi  c 

light, left  aft er the median.

Brooks and Gayle 225–5251

MG Car Club Wine and Cheese
featuring

The Valve Cover Races!

Saturday January 20, 2007

1:00 PM

Finn Park on Maple Drive (N. of Rt.104)

West Webster, NY

Bring hors d’oeuvres or desserts to pass; your 

own wine or beverage and place setting.

Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.

Popular vote for best valve cover racer.

2006 Was Smashing! May 2007 be a little less so,
In his last column of 2006 Leon wrote of Luck —Good and Bad . . .
Th e weather this Fall was beautiful, but came to an end with 

the storm on December 1st. Storms are usually bad. Th at 

the neighbor’s rotten tree fell into Al’s yard is bad luck. Had 

it missed the three MGs, Triumph and Mini would be good 

luck. But it did hit one of the cars—very bad luck. However, 

the speared MG was destined for the breaker’s yard—good 

luck? Al has off ered to bring the fi rewood for the March Steak 

Roast—good. Al has always appreciated a good joke—very 

good luck for me. Send your sympathies to Alan Costich.

 Th is year’s calendar photos are from: Allyn Wagner, Mi-

chael Claprood, George Herschell, Dave Chase, Mike Good-

win, Al Fink, Gil Langswager, Dick Powers, Gene Faust, Dawn 

Priestley, Bob Abels and myself. Not long ago I subtracted 

1,967 from 2,007 and got 40. Not the biggest number in the 

MG Car Club by any means, but it made me stop and think.

 New this year are “notable dates in history”. A very special 

thank you goes to Gary Sandusky who supplied nearly all of 

these. We make no claims as to their accuracy—keep that in 

mind before you start wagering. 

 As always, consult the latest Spokes or web site for event 

updates and date changes. Our 49th MGCC year begins.

Happy New Year 2007!

— Allen Hess



Allyn Wagner’s MGB GT



January

1 New Year’s Day 2
MG Mk3 Magnette wins 
Australian Grand Prix, 
1939

3 4 5 6
Syd Enever’s fi rst day of 
work at Abingdon, 1930

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15  Martin Luther
              King Jr.

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29
Magnette K3 wins Mont 
des Mules hill climb, 
Monaco 1933

30 31

December 2006
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

February 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28

MGCC Board Meeting

MG Car Club Meeting
Wine & Cheese
Valve Cover Races

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Michael Claproods 1994 Jaguar XJS Vanden Plas



February

1 2 3

4
Cecil Kimber dies in 4 mph 
train accident 1945

5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 Lincoln’s Birthday 13
Abingdon Works mortgage 
paid off £ 23,315. 1940

14 Valentine’s Day 15 16
MG EX-120 attains 103.13 
mph. 1931

17

18 Chinese New Year

Edsel Ford buys an MG, 
the fi rst in US 1930

19 President’s Day 20  Mardi Gras 21 Ash Wednesday 22 Washington’s
              Birthday

23 24

25
Formation of British Mo-
tor Corp. (BMC) 1952

26 27 28

January 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

March 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Indoor Go-Kart Races MG Car Club Meeting

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Doug Jack’s TR3 at the Cannonball Pub by George Herschell



March

1
First use of MG name in 
Oxford Times advertise-
ment 1923

2  St. Francis of Rome
        Patron St. of Cars

3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 Daylight Saving
  Time begins

12 13 14 15
1st MGA Mark II chassis 
1961

16 17 St. Patrick’s Day

Sebring 12 hours race

18
BMW acquires Rover 
Group & MG Marque 1994

19 20 21 22 23
MGC GT 1st in class at 
Sebring 12 hour race 1968

24

25 26
MGB 1st in class at Se-
bring 12 hour race 1966

27
First MG registered in 
England, owner Cecil 
Kimber 1925

28 29 30 31

February 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28

April 2007
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

MGCC Board Meeting

Steak Roast & Auction

MG Car Club Meeting

Swing Into Spring
Old Toad Pub

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Dave Chase’s MGA Coupe



1 Palm Sunday

L. Murphy wins Austra-
lian Grand Prix in P-type, 
1935

2 3 Passover 4
First Australian built MGB 
1963

5 6 Good Friday 7
Brooks Schneider’s Austin 
Mini 850 born 1960

8 Easter Sunday 9 10 11 12
Cecil Kimber born 1888

13
Last Production MGA 
Twin Cam #2610, 1960

14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

April
March 2007

S M T W T F S
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

May 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

MG Car Club Meeting

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Mike Goodwin’s 1978 MGB at Smuggler’s Notch Vermont.



May

1
Drawing No. EX 214/12, 
the defi nitive MGB, 1959

2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 Mother’s Day 14 15 16
First MGA chassis begins 
production #10,101. 1955

17 18
100,000th MGA 1962

19

20 21 22
MGB production starts 
1962

23
Last train shipment of 
MGs leaves Abingdon 1980

24 25 26

27 28 Memorial Day 29 30 31
Hertzberger wins Belgium 
Grand Prix, K3 Magnette 
1936

April 2007
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

June 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

MGCC Board Meeting

Tune-Up Clinic

MG Car Club Meeting

Car Show Stuffi ng Party

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Bill and Kathy Rampe driving a 1954 Swallow Doretti (George Haynes co-owner). Watkins Glen Vintage Grand Prix Festival Concours d’Elegance 2006.

Built by Swallow Coachworks #208 of 273; Triumph TR2 running gear; at $2600 it was about $400 more than a TR2. photo by Al Fink



June

1 2
Maj. Goldie Gardner driv-
ing MG EX-135 set Class F 
record of 204.3 mph 1939

3 First Sunday in June 4 5 6 7
Last MGA 1600 Mark II 
completed 1962

8 9

10
Ferguson wins Ballyban-
non Hill Climb in a MG 
Midget 1933

11 12 13 14 Flag Day 15
MGB 2nd in class LeMans 
24 hour race 1963

16 24 Heures du Mans

17 Father’s Day 18 19 20 21 Summer Solstice 22 23
MG Magnette wins British 
Empire Trophy, 
Brooklands 1934

24 25 26
MGA Coupe 1st in class 
LeMans 1960

27 28 29 30

May 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

July 2007
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

MGCC Vintage Auto Festival
Hildene Car Show
Manchester VT 9th & 10th

Autocross 1 & Novice School
TRA 2007 National Meet
Geneva, NY 13th–16th

MG Car Club Meeting

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Gil and Betty Langswager’s 1953 MG TD, owned and driven by them every year for fi ft y years, purchased August 1957.



July

1 Canada Day 2
Morris Garages incorpo-
rated 1927

3 4 Independence Day 5 6 7
Press debut of pre-produc-
tion MGA Twin Cam 1958

8 9 10 11 12 13
First MGA leaves factory 
#10106, 1955

14

15
John Thornley dies at age 
of 85 1994

16 17 18 19
EX-135 wins British Em-
pire Trophy at Brooklands 
1935

20 21

22 23 24
MGA 1600 introduced 
1959

25 26 27 28

29 30 31

June 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

August 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Autocross 2 MGCC Board Meeting

VTR National Meet
Valley Forge, PA 17th–20th MG Car Club Meeting

1000 Islands Weekend
20th – 22nd

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Allen Hess’ 1963 Triumph TR4, owned since 1967



August

1 2 3 4 
Allen Hess buys 1963 TR4 
for $950. 1967

5 6
Noble set record at Brook-
lands, 122.4 mph in a 
Q-type 1937

7 8 9 10
First MG purchased 1923

11

12
British Aerospace buys 
Rover Group 1988

13 14 15
MGB GT V8 launched 
1973

16 17
EX-179 hits 153.69 mph at 
Bonneville Salt Flats 1954

18

19 20
First all MG Races at 
Watkins Glen, 20th & 21st 
1959

21 22 23
EX-181 driven by Stirling 
Moss reaches 245.64 mph 
at Bonneville 1957

24 25

26
Seaman wins Grand Prix 
de Berne in K3 Magnette 
1934

27 28 29 30 31

July 2007
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

September 2007
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

Rallye & Steak Roast

Autocross 3 MG Car Club Meeting

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Richard Powers and Cheryl Hann, Watkins Glen Vintage Grand Prix Festival 2006

Photo by  Ron Lindemann



September

1
Dodson wins RAC Tourist 
Trophy Award in MG 
Magnette 1934

2
Tazio Nuvolari wins Tour-
ist Trophy in supercharged 
MG Magnette

3 Labor Day 4 5 6 7 8

9
MG-ZT-J tops 225 mph at 
Bonneville 2003

10 11 12 13  Rosh Hashanah 14 15

16 17 18 19
 “Aargh”, Talk like a Pirate 
Day

20
MGB Roadster debuts at 
Earl’s Court. Price 690 £ 
plus 45% tax 1962

21 22 Yom Kippur

MGA debuts at Frankfurt 
Auto Show 1955

23

30

24 25 26 27 28 29

August 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

October 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

Buffalo Octagon Car Show
Watkins Glen Vintage Grand 
Prix thru the 9th

The British Invasion
Stowe, VT thru the 16th

Autocross 4 MG Car Club Meeting

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Gene and Anne Faust’s 1948 Jaguar Mark IV drophead coupe, owned since 1960.



October

1 2 3
EX-181 driven by Phil 
Hill reaches 254.91 mph, 
Bonneville Salt Flats 1959

4 5 6

7 8 Columbus Day 9 10
First MG race victory, 
Buenos Aires, 1927

11 12
First MG Gathering, 
Abingdon, 340 cars 1930

13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22
Last MGB roadster pro-
duced, Abingdon 1980

23
Last MGB GT produced, 
Abingdon 1980

24
MG R V8 debuts at British 
Motor Show 1992

25
Paul Brand MGB wins 
SCCA runoffs, Road 
Atlanta 1980

26 27

28 29 30
MG Competition Dept. 
closes 1970

31 Halloween

September 2007
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

November 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

Fall Tour

Garage Tour MG Car Club Meeting

Halloween Rallye

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Dawn Priestley and  1971 MG Midget



November

1 2 3

4 Daylight Saving
 Time ends

5 6 7 8 9
MG EX-135 reaches 186.6 
mph on Autobahn

10

11 Veteran’s Day 12 13 14 15 16 17

18
Morris Garages deposits 
£ 2,331 to buy Abingdon 
Works

19 20 21 22 Thanksgiving

Last MG R V8 rolls off 
production line at Cowley 
1995

23 24
London-Sydney Marathon 
starts with 98 cars 1968

25 26 27 28
Phil Hill 1st in class TR2, 
Torrey Pines Road Races 
1954

29 30

October 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

December 2007
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

Brunch – TBA MGCC Board Meeting

MG Car Club Meeting
Offi cers Election

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Bob and Georgean Abels’ 1964 Saab GT-850 (Sport). “Th is was the last year for the Model 96 “bull nose”, and has always been my favorite. I acquired the car around 1973. 

When Saab was clearing out all two-stroke parts (about 1980), I bought a new complete engine assembly which carried a lifetime warranty. Have not needed it yet; 

only about 80,000 miles on the original.”



December

1
MG Competition Depart-
ment organized 1954

2 3 4 5 Hanukkah – 12th 6 7 8

9 10 11 12
Last MG Midget produced 
1979

13 14 15

16 17
MG fi nishes 42nd in Lon-
don-Sydney Marathon. 
Drivers are Jean Denton 
and Teresa Boyce 1968

18 19 20 21 22 Winter Solstice

23

30

24 Christmas Eve

31 New Year’s Eve

25 Christmas 26
Murphy wins Australian 
Grand Prix in Mk 3 1937.

27 28 29

November 2007
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

January 2008
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

MGCC Holiday Party

No Car Club Meeting

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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MG Car Club Western New York Centre — Calendar of Events 2007
For the latest information visit our web site mgcarclub.com

January

4 Board Meeting

18 Meeting

20 Wine & Cheese, Valve  

 Cover Races

February

11 Go Kart Races

15 Meeting

March

1 Board Meeting

4 Steak Roast & Auction

15 Meeting

25 Swing Into Spring

April

19 Meeting

May

3 Board Meeting

12 Tune-up Clinic

17 Meeting / Carlisle

30 Stuffi  ng Party

June

3 Vintage Auto Festival

10 Autocross & Novice Sch.

9–10  Hildene Car Show

21 Meeting

July

5 Board Meeting

8 Autocross 2

19 Meeting

20-22 1000 Islands Weekend

__ GVACS Car Show (RIT)

August

5 Steak Roast and Rallye

12 Autocross 3

16 Meeting

September

6 Board Meeting

7–9  Watkins Glen

16 Autocross 4

21 Meeting

October

__ Fall Foliage Tour

15 Garage Tour

18 Meeting

27 Halloween Rallye

November

1 Board Meeting

__ Yacht Club Brunch

15 Meeting — Elections

December

8 Holiday Party

 No Meeting

Order Full Color Calendars 
from MGCC Regalia — $12

Dues Are Due!

Use PayPal Today

www.mgcarclub.com
(lower left corner home page)
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