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Safety Fast! 

 Watkins Glen, Millikens Corner 2013 ï by Highland Studios 



   
 

Donôs Corner  
By Spokes editor, Don Welch   

 
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ as I write this, but that lamb has yet to show.  Woke up yesterday 

to ice all over the tree branches!  No lambs to be seen!  The covers are still on my cars but I hear 
some of you have had yours out in the driveway, and maybe for a spin around the block.  Still 
no tracks on our country roads from this little green TD yet ς maybe this month. 
    
     Mike Robinson has a great early road tour to Hammondsport scheduled for May 17 and it 
sounds like a really fun day, or weekend if you want to stay over.  Check the web site for details, 
ƻǊ ƭŜǘ aƛƪŜ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ 
 
     George Heissenberger sent in photos and a report on the valve cover races ς see page 8.  
Dave Kray sent in some nice ones too ς ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пΦ  {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ DŜƻǊƎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
beautiful cover photo of Millikens Corner! 
!ƴŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴŘ tŜƎƎƛΩǎ άh¦w aDΦέ P. 11 

 
     We have a few notices of upcoming car shows.  Starting on page 23.  If you know of any shows 
not listed, please send me an email! 
 
     MGA owners be sure to check out the new 70th Anniversary grill badges on Page 32. 
 
 

 
      
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                            
 

 

    

    

Don 

 

Safety Fast!                  

 

Can you please put in a blurb in Spokes that we are seeking 

articles about their cars from TD, MGB, and MGB GT 

owners?  We would like as much participation as possible! 
 

Thanks, 

Dan 
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BRUDNO AWARD LIFE MEMBERS 
Desi Benet ~ George Haynes ~ Alex Kopen ~ Joe Tierno ~ George & Nancy Herschell 

Gil & Betty Langswager ~ Richard & Bethel Powers ~ Dave & Barb Wild ~ Steve Fitch 

Jim Priestley ~ Wendy Dakin ~ Dave Chase ~ Wally Roworth ~ Doug & Laurie Scribner 

 

Add Your Name to the MGCC Endowed Scholarship Plaque 

An engraved nameplate is added to the plaque in recognition of donations of $30.00 or 
more (engraving fee is $5.00). This plaque, created by Paul Heaney, is displayed in the 
meeting room at the American Legion in Henrietta where we hold our regular meetings. 
A nameplate can be purchased in the name of the donor for a friend, or as a memorial.  
There is no requirement that donors of those honored through donations be members of 
the MG Car Club. If you wish to purchase a nameplate, send a check payable to MG Car 
Club to: 

Frank Stepanik 
13 Fiora Drive 
Fairport, NY 14450 

Please indicate exactly how the name should appear on the plaque. 

 

They support the MG Car Club, 
please support them! 
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PO Box 92556, Rochester, New York 14692 
Founded in 1958         Website: https://mgcarclub.com 

 

The Spokes is published monthly by the MG Car 

Club Western New York Centre as a benefit to its 

members.  Please see the inside for a membership 

form.  You may also join via the website.  Current 

and past issues of the Spokes are available in Adobe 

PDF format on the website. 

Articles reflect the opinion of the author. Articles are 

the property of MG Car Club Western New York 

Centre and may be reprinted by similar clubs 

providing the author and source is credited. It is 

requested that two copies of the republication, one 

for the author and one for our files, be forwarded to 

the editor of the Spokes. No other use is permitted.
 

 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS and APPOINTEES 

 
CHAIRMAN  Ken Barlow   chairman@mgcarclub.com 

 

VICE CHAIRMAN  Eric Mehserle   vicechair@mgcarclub.com 
 

SECRETARY  Dan Suter   secretary@mgcarclub.com 
 

TREASURER  Todd Black   treasurer@mgcarclub.com  
 

ACTIVITIES  Dave & Celeste Kray  events@mgcarclub.com 
 

TRUSTEE   George Heissenberger  trustee1@mgcarclub.com 
 

TRUSTEE   Rod Rodman   trustee2@mgcarclub.com 
 

SPOKES EDITOR  Don Welch   spokes@mgcarclub.com 
 

WEBMASTER  Leon Zak   webmaster@mgcarclub.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP  Todd Black   membership@mgcarclub.com 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

MEETINGS ς Held the third Thursday of each month, 
except December, at the American Legion, 260 Middle 
Rd., Henrietta, NY 14467.  Board Meetings are held in 
odd-numbered months and are open to all members. 
Contact the chairman regarding the scheduling of the 
next board meeting and to request your item to be 
added to the agenda, for either the general meeting or 
Board meeting.  

 

SUBMISSIONS ARE WELCOME 
Deadline: One week and a day after a general 
meeting. Contact the editor for additional 
information.  Send all correspondence and material 
via email to spokes@mgcarclub.com. 
 

CARDS AND LETTERS 
Nancy Chase 
689 Erie Station Road 
W. Henrietta, NY 14586 
(585) 334-6826 
   
CLUB REGALIA 
Joe Bellizia 
blitz7711@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

CLUB HISTORIAN 
Dave Wild 
wagonjack@mgcarclub.com 
 
 
SPOKES ADVERTISING 
Al Fink 
alcycle@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

LIBRARIAN 
Paul Osborne 
librarian@mgcarclub.com 
   
 
SEND PHOTOS FOR WEB 
SITE TO: 
photos@mgcarclub.com 
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/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ     By Ken Barlow       

 
Driving season is upon us, take a moment to snap some photos as you bring your car 

back online this month. Document any zany problems you encounter, even if they're 

more mundane like dead batteries. My mundane "first start" problem is that I keep 

forgetting to turn the ignition key on the Sprite before pulling the starter button out. 

The car turns over nicely, builds oil pressure, but no spark. Weird eh? Then I see the 

key in the O F F position, and remember, flip the key to 'run" and she starts right up. 

I usually try and cover my incompetence with a "good, it built oil pressure", if 

someone is sitting with me. Now you know my secret. So if you hear me struggling 

to start the car, just shout, "turn the key on!" Yours will surely come with an interesting lesson for us all, so do 

take a moment and fire off an email with a photo or video of your spring time prep! 

 

The longest part of the meeting on Thursday, March 20th was Dave Kray's events report, the events are stacking 

up. Add to that list the Healey Conclave held this year in Branson, Missouri (anyone going?) and there are some 

excellent opportunities for road trips. Be sure to document your journeys and take photos and notes, and send 

them in to Don via email to spokes@mgcarclub.com so we can all enjoy your trip. Film it too! We can get 

someone to edit the videos and post it for all to enjoy. 

 

See you at the Valve Cover Races and Wine & Cheese Party, and hopefully Swing into Spring, and finally back 

into regular driving events. 

 

 

 

  

Safety Fast!                 Ken                          KB 

 

Reminder:  2025 Dues are Due!     

Dues continue to be just $30 which has not increased in a really long time. Considering the cost of living increases 
in the past few years this is a bargain! For all that $30 you get yourself, spouse/ significant other/ family all as 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƻƪŜǎέ Ŏƭǳō ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
comradery of fellow British car loving friends, invitation to regular cars and coffees, regular monthly events all year 
long, impromptu meet ups for ice-cream, beer, lunch or dinners, notice of cars, parts and other offers,  my lasting 

admiration and thanks.       There are three ways to renew your dues!!! 

You can renew and pay $30 online at: https://mgcarclub.com/join/  

You can give your $30 payment in person to Todd Black, Treasurer, or an officer, at any meeting 
or gathering. 

You can mail your $30 check made out to MG CAR Club to: Todd Black, Treasurer MG Car Club,   6 
Featherstone Ct. Pittsford NY 14534  

 

 

Our next meeting is April 17th, 7:30 PM,  

American Legion, 260 Middle Rd, Henrietta,  NY 14467 

mailto:spokes@mgcarclub.com
https://mgcarclub.com/join/
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Meeting Photos March 20, 2025            - thanks Annabelle!  
 

 

 

 



 - 7 - 

  

 

 



 - 8 - 

 The MG Car Club Western NY Centre held its 

annual running of the Valve Cover Races, Sunday 

March 23, 2025 at Bushmanôs Cabin, 

Henrietta Veterans Memorial Park. 24 

members and guests attended and there were 

14 valve cover racers entered in two groups, 

seven small bore and seven large bore. Small 

bore is for cars with wheelbase the length of 

the typical four-cylinder British valve cover, 

and large bore is for cars with extended 

wheelbase/ chassis beyond the valve cover 

itself or larger valve covers such as six 

cylinder or V-8 valve covers. We also 

introduced a new visitor class for cars beyond 

our normal weight or length limits such as 

members of the Rochester Street Rods who 

attend our races.  

As always, we had a delightful selection of 

appetizers, and desserts brought by members 

and guests so there was plenty of food to go 

around. After allowing time for everyone to 

fill their plates and glasses, there was a brief 

reminder of the rules of double elimination bracket 

racing before the races began at 12:40 pm.  

 

2025 MGCC Valve Cover Race Report ï by George Heissenberger 

The winners of the 2025 MGCC Valve Cover Races. Left to right- Hollis Haymes, Mike 

Wagner, Alex Wagner, Joe Belizzia, Bill Baldwin, Carl Evert, Mike Robinson, Kyle Brown 

 

Joe and Hollis check out the food table, while Bud 

heads for the coffee. 
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We alternated between 

small bore and large bore 

entrants and racing heated 

up. The rule of the day was 

it was better to go slow and 

straight then fast and veer 

off the track. Joe B. had 

one of the best runs by 

repeatedly winning over 

his opponents not by speed, 

but by staying straight and 

steady to win his heat. Ken 

Barlow found that he ran 

faster after removing the 

tires on his borrowed race 

car.  Alec Briggs had a 

number of good runs as did 

Bud Briggs, but it wouldnôt 

always go straight. That 

was the saying all day, 

better straight than off the 

track! There were a number 

of collisions in various 

heats and as they say in 

Nascar, if you arenôt 

trading paint, you arenôt 

racing! 

Mike Robinson entered his 

Black Flame dragster and it 

was a beauty. Carl Evert from the Rochester Street 

Rods entered his locomotive racer and wowed the 

fans with real train sounds from his car during his 

runs. Kyle Brown ran his Military special and won 

several heats as it ran straight. Bill Baldwin and 

Hollis Haymes cars were , as always, the ones to beat 

and it was no surprise when they came head to head 

after repeated wins. Bill came out on top in first place 

large bore, with Hollis Haymes second, and Mike 

Robinson third.  

In the small bore class, Ethan Heissenberger ran with 

Betty Langswagerôs former race car and after 

winning a few heats proclaimed he had the best race 

car in the world. But it was not to last, and slow and 

steady Joe B, gradually picked off other cars who 

veered off course. Jim Herschell brought Gil 

Langswager to the races and ran Gilôs former race 

car.  Gil attended and was pleased to see their former 

race cars put to good use with new owners.   

Mike Wagnerôs car went off track and hit a table leg, 

breaking off one of the front wheels, but he soldiered 

on to win his heat.  In the battle of the Wagners, Al 

went out after a good couple of runs. Alex and Mike 

Wagner went head to head but Mike came out on top. 

Mike Wagner ended up coming in first in small bore, 

followed by Joe Belizzia in second and Alex Wagner 

in third. Carl Evert won first in Visitor followed by 

Kyle Brown in second place.  

After the races, time was allowed for everyone to 

vote on Peopleôs choice award for their favorite car 

and after the votes were counted it was a tie between 

Visitors Kyle Brownôs Military special and Carl 

Evertôs Locomotive train! 

Once again, fun was the order of the day and this was 

one of the most fun times you can have without your 

actual car.  I heard several people say this was such 

a fun event, they canôt wait to be back next year, also 

several people said they were going to make a valve 

cover racer for next year, so letôs see the new racers 

and see you next year!  

Thanks to Dave and Celeste Kray for their help in 

putting on the event, and for Kristie and Bud Briggs, 

 

Ethan Heissenberger readies his racer, formerly Betty Langswagerôs race car, while 

Jim Herschell readies his racer, formerly Gil Langswagerôs racer. Glenn Heissenberger 

prepares to act as catcher while Alex Wagner is on deck for the next race. 

 

2025 Valve Cover Races, contôd     
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who I pressed into service to update 

the brackets and track the winners 

and losers for the day. Thanks also 

to everyone who attended and 

helped as catchers and for all the 

goodies at the food table and for the 

help setting up and taking down 

after the event!   

 

Final results 2025 MGCC 

Valve Cover Races 

Large Bore:  

First Place ï Bill Baldwin 

Second Place- Hollis Haymes 

Third Place- Mike Robinson 

Small Bore: 

First Place Mike Wagner 

Second Place- Joe Belizzia 

Third Place- Alex Wagner 

Visitor:  

First Place Carl Evert 

Second Place Kyle Brown 

Peoples Choice: 

Tie- Carl Evert, Kyle Brown 
 

  

 
9ƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊŀŎŜǎ 

 

 

 

2025 Valve Cover Races, contôd     

More photos, by Dave Kray, on page 41 
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Our MGB story  began in the mid 1970ôs when in 

search of a sports car, I scoured the classified ads for 

a decent, inexpensive sports car. I checked out 

Sprites and Midgets, MGAôs and MGBôs. Just before 

my High school graduation June 1976, I found a 

Blaze 1971 MGB for $1500.  It had been repainted 

and had signs of previous rust repair with bondo and 

holes in the floor. It had studded snow tires on rusty 

wire wheels, so it was driven in the winter. It had a 

lot of chassis flex. I named it the Flexible Flyer. 

Once, I managed to drill through the fuel line under 

the floor while patching the floors with license 

plates, sending a geyser of fuel up in the air. Another 

time I hit a big pothole while the top was up and the 

chassis flexed so much it broke the passengerôs side 

windshield header clamp. After a few years, the sag 

got so bad you had to lift up when you closed the 

doors so they wouldnôt hit on the top of the door 

jamb. Still it was a fun car and we had many fun 

times in it. I joined the MG car club at the Victor car 

show attending with this MG.    
Then I met this marvelous girl Peggi at the Webster 

Firemanôs carnival, and she liked sports cars too! 

While dating, we found her a 1967 Datsun 1600 

roadster that was in really great condition. A 

southern car so no rust at all, at a decent price from a 

family I knew from school. So, she bought it! One 

thing she didnôt like was the front hood and hood 

scoop shape and said it reminded her of a bread box, 

so she called it the bread box from then on!  

 

OUR MGB story: Forty plus years in the family
ï by George Heissenberger 

 
 

1967 Datsun 1600 

The Flexible Flyer 
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A couple of years later Peggi and I were married.  We 

had two sports cars and two regular cars, but we were 

moving into an apartment complex with no garage.  

Storage for the sports cars year-round was too 

expensive. Since the Datsun was in such good shape 

and the MGB was going to need lots of work we 

decided to sell the MGB and kept the Datsun.  We 

even got a paint job for the Datsun and it looked 

great! The Datsun was reliable, but drove like a 

buckboard, not as smooth as an MG. We took that 

Datsun to MG club events, car shows and rallies for 

several years, even driving it to Niagara on the Lake 

Canada a couple of times with the club. We enjoyed 

the Datsun for several years.  

Fast forward a few years and by 1984 we had our 

own house and a one car garage with three cars!  

What to do? Get another sports car! We missed the 

MGB. The Datsun had blown a head gasket and 

although we got it fixed, parts were getting harder to 

find. Plus the Datsun, nice as it was, always lacked 

the charm and driving feel of an MG. Club member 

George Haynes announced he was selling a couple of 

MGBs including a Glacier White 1973 MGB, that 

had some rust and needed some TLC.  I had always 

been partial to 1973 MGBs with chrome bumpers, 

black grille, low ride height, nice dash gauges, glove 

box and center console, plus dual SU carbs and a big 

valve engine. $1500 or so later we owned OUR MG!  

I did a complete tune up and carb adjustment and it 

ran well. It had a leaky heater core but I decided to 

put that off as I heard it was a PITA to replace. There 

was some body rust in the sills, but the floors were 

good, so I ordered new inner and outer sills and parts, 

lower sheet metal and everything else metal needed 

to replace the rusty bodywork plus a new gas tank 

and sender.  I wonôt bore you with the long list of all 

the things I replaced or rebuilt over the years, but itôs 

been a lot, and I have a folder full of receipts! D&M 

super finish did the metal work and I had the paint 

done by ñSkipò, one of my advertising clients in 

Webster. I also moved the SEV Marchall driving 

lights from the Datsun to the MGB.   

 

We kept both sports cars for a year or so. One always 

had to be in the rain or snow.  Besides, our daily 

drivers stayed outside. Eventually it became 

impractical with our limited space and budget to own 

two sports cars. So, we sold the Datsun and kept the 

MGB. Because we no longer had ñhisò and ñhersò 

sports cars we deemed the MGB ñOurò car.  We 

ordered a custom license plate from the DMV ñOUR 

MGò and have had it ever since. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So began a long and fun time of car shows, 

autocrossing, rallies, club events and generally fun 

times with OUR MG. Plus numerous rallies with 

Halloween being a big one every year.  We used to 

autocross at Xerox, BOCES and MCC. The MG club 

had an enclosed trailer with cones and equipment and 

was quite active with Autocrosses at one time.  

When the kids were little, before car seats were 

mandated, we sat them on the back package tray of 

the MGB and put a leather belt around them and the 

seat belt attachments on the center hump. It may not 

have kept them seated in a crash, but it would have 

slowed their trajectory.  The club had a lot of young 

members then and did some kids events like a trip to 

the zoo, which I took my daughter to in the MG and 

remember it rained the whole trip.  

 

 

1973 MGB, 1967 Datsun 1600 

 Summer 1984 

  

1971 MGB 

OUR MG at a car show 
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We taught both our kids how to drive and shift in 

OUR MG and once getting their licenses, each then 

took it out alone for their first ñsoloò. When our son 

was in High school, we had an exchange student 

from Germany named ñTillò staying with us. In 

getting out some lawn chair cushions from the loft in 

our garage, I accidently dislodged a metal fertilizer 

spreader that was in the loft, and it fell with a crash 

on the hood of the MG. I sure taught Till some new 

words in English! Oh well, insurance covered the 

hood repairs and after a repaint from a shop in 

Ontario NY it was as good as new.   It has had one 

more repaint since then. Other than paint, I tend to do 

my own work on the car unless it needs a machine 

shop or special expertise. My kids helped too with 

routine maintenence jobs so they know the basics. 

My son Glenn worked for a summer at British Auto 

and went on to be an auto mechanic after graduating 

from the GM ASEP Auto program at MCC.  

 

One of my frequent cruise nights was always the Log 

Cabin in Macedon. I could be found there most 

Wednesdays after work and frequently parked next 

to fellow club member Rod Rodman.  

All went well for many years, until one time. I was 

waiting at the stop sign on West Walworth Road to 

cross Rt 31F by the Log cabin, when some kids in a 

Pontiac ran the stop sign and hit a pizza delivery car 

broadside. I stopped and could not get out of the way. 

Both cars slid right into the front of OUR MG, with 

a crash.  The crash broke the steering rack sending 

both wheels pointed in different directions, bent the 

front left wheel , cracked the brake rotor and 

crumpled the fender.  Me and a buddy were unhurt, 

but the car needed significant repair.  But its just 

metal after all and can be replaced. Hagerty 

insurance was great and Austin Spencer collision did 

the paint mechanical and metal repair and made the 
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MGB good as new! Mark Voelkers advised them on 

some of the mechanical fixes like the steering rack, 

etc.  

 

Besides lots and lots of local cruise nights and car 

shows weôve driven OUR MG many places, 

including Canada. I usually go every year to the 

Watkins Glen Gran Prix vintage festival too.   

 

These days youôll find us at local cruise nights, car 

shows, cars and coffee, and sometimes I meet my son 

and his 1975 Dodge Dart to park together Thursdays 

at Wegmans.  

 

I had a Parish hardtop for OUR MG at one time, but 

after a few years I decided I didnôt need it so I sold 

it. I soon regretted not having a hard top so looked 

for another one. Fellow club member Jeff Kath had a 

factory hardtop and sold it to me. Jeff included new 

plexiglass side windows. It needed paint and had 

some cracks in the fiberglass, so I prepped it and had 

a friend do the paint and finish to match the Glacier 

white of the car. I got new seals from Macgregor in 

Canada, but didnôt replace the side windows as the 

screws holding the side frames were siezed, so thatôs 

a future project.  For now I polished the plexiglass 

with a headlight cleaning kit. 

Weôre happy with the result and feel it really 

transforms the car into a cozy coupe when installed. 

Warmer, quieter, more secure. You really have to 

drive it to feel the difference. We like the look! 
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One of the things about having a car long enough 

besides the memories, is we can try to recreate old 

photos.  Here are a couple we did to show the march 

of time!  

 

I had been telling myself that when I got around 

100,000 miles I should get the engine rebuilt, but 

after burning a valve around 2007, I had Mark at 

British Auto rebuild the head and put off doing the 

rest of the engine for a few years. But by 2014, I 

needed a new clutch as it was slipping, so we had the 

car taken to The Wire Wheel on Clinton Avenue to 

have the engine rebuilt and the clutch replaced.   

 

Everything in the engine was replaced except the 

block and connecting rods. The head just needed a 

light refreshing since it had been recently gone over, 

but the valve train was all new.  The HIF carbs were 

refreshed too. New Borg and Beck clutch. Itôs like a 

new lease on life for the old girl. I had flat top pistons 

installed so itôs a bit higher compression than stock. 

Drake engines did the engine work and Wire Wheel 

did the engine removal, installation, clutch and 

pressure plate and setup after install. She runs great! 

Hopefully we will be driving for many years to 

come! We all get older but the car goes on and on. 

As long as we can get in and out of it OK, weôll keep 

driving OUR MG.  

Oh, and the heater core still leaks. I hear itôs a PITA 

to replace.  

                                                 GH 
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MR 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!  
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    On my way into work on a Monday morning, 

I stopped in the lobby of the plant to pick up a copy 

of the weekly company newsletter (this was 1978 so 

everything was still paper). This was a special seven 

page marketplace edition. At my morning break, I sat 

down with my coffee to pour through all of the 

wanted and for sale adds. To my surprise on the 

bottom of page four, I found this: 

  With luck, the seller worked in the same building so 

I gave him a quick call to get additional information 

on the car. The car actually belonged to his wife (the 

original owner) but, with a growing family, she was 

looking for more practical transportation.  We talked 

a bit about the MG as to condition and such and set 

up a day at lunch, I looked the car over and drove it 

around the parking lot. At that point, I was convinced 

that I would pay the asking price and set up a time 

after work to seal the deal. 

  It was great having an MG again so I started using 

It as my daily driver. I had sold my first MG when 

my family grew so I understood what the first owner 

was going through. We used the car for going back 

and forth to work and on weekend trips to the beach 

or mountains. My son was still small enough to fit in 

the back seat which made it great car for us.  

  A few months later, a chance for a transfer to 

Rochester came through so it was time for the MG to 

make a run on I-90 to its new home. The new job 

included a company car so I sold my Camaro and the 

MG finally got to reside in a garage for the first time 

in its life. We still did weekend drives but the usage 

was much less because of the demands of my job. 

 

Al Wagnerôs 1967 MGB GT     
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  Since I lived close to Victor, I droved the MG to the 

ñSports Car and Vintage Auto Festivalò that June but 

did not enter it. I met members of the local MG Car 

Club and was invited to join. It took me a few years 

to get involved but I eventually joined the club and 

started doing events with them.  

      

  Over the years, we have done numerous events with 

the car and even several New England trips with club 

members. There have been some interesting 

breakdowns over the years (fuel pumps changed on 

the side of the road and in a parking lot along with a 

bad generator in Vermont) but the MG is still going. 

I have  

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

even taught both my son and grandson to drive a 

standard in it. This past summer, the odometer just 

rolled over the 100,000 mile mark and it still has 

the original clutch! There has been no major 

restoration done over the 48 years I have owned it 

so, next winter, my grandson wants to pull the 

engine and rework the whole drive train. After all, 

he is going to be the next owner when I give it up. 

But that will not be for a looong time! 

 
AW  
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Don, Iôm hoping you can put all of this stuff on Dave 

Chaseôs MGA into Spokes. Heôs a 45-year MGCC 

member and is struggling right now and really needs 

to sell the car. Thanks, Annabelle 

  

Due to health and mobility issues, Dave Chase is not 

able to drive or maintain his beloved 1959 MGA 

Coupe. On March 15, a five-person MGCC crew 

went to Daveôs house to get the car running after 

being parked for a couple of years. We also worked 

on getting complete specs, giving it a wash, test drive 

and take a complete set of photos for a Hemmings 

ad. We ran into problems when the newish battery 

couldnôt be charged, and then unexpected rain broke 

up the efforts for the day. It will be re-scheduled for 

another time soon. 

Reluctantly, Dave is selling the car, which he has 

owned for 40+ years and has driven all over the 

country. Here are some details about it.  

Notes regarding MGA Coupe HDR43/ 39767 

Exterior  

Mineral Blue with black seats and blue piping 

Painted silver 60-spoke wire wheels and wide wide-

wall tires 

Chrome luggage rack and Lucas tripod headlights; 

single Lucas fog lamp; badge bar  

Body Number 49257 

Stainless steel exhaust with Ansa dual tips  

Reproduction data plate when the car was restored 

Restoration article in MGCC Western NY SPOKES 

Feb 2023 at: 2023feb.pdf 

Engine and Drivetrain 

Replacement MGB engine bored to 1950cc 18GB 

UH 13067 (approx. 1966) 

Downdraft Weber carb 

MGA 1600 master cylinder 

MGB alternator, MGB radiator modified with an 

extra row of cooling fins, MGB expansion tank 

MGB 3.9 differential in the MGA rear axle housing 

Dual electric cooling fans in front of the radiator 

Long center branch exhaust 

Air conditioning unit partially installed 

MGB 4-synchro overdrive transmission 

MGB front king pins and disc brakes (per conversion 

at MGAGuru.com)   

Interior  

Black leather seats with blue piping 

Grey carpeting 

British Leyland seatbelts 

MGB 4ò Jaeger speedo (1040tpm) and MGB Smiths 

4ò electric tach 

Original MGA dual gauge and fuel gauge 

Rearview mirror mounted to the header rail for 

improved visibility 

Aftermarket woodrim steering wheel 

Stereo and 1960s era center console 

Padded dash 

ASKING PRICE is $25K but will consider offers. 

Dave can be reached at (585) 334-6826 

 

 

  

 

DAVE CHASEôS 1959 MGA For Sale 
     

 

 
 

https://mgcarclub-test.storage.googleapis.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/30050000/2023feb.pdf
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Meeting Minutes MGCC WNY Meeting March 20, 2025 
By Dan Suter, Secretary  

 

Our March meeting was called to order by Chairman Ken Barlow promptly at 7:30 PM.  We had 31 members and 

no new members or guests in attendance this month.   

 

New Members and Guests:  

There were no new members or guests at this meeting.   Several birthdays including Celeste Krayôs March 14 

birthday were noted.       

      

Meeting minutes from February were motioned and approved with no changes.   

 

Treasurer and Membership Report:  Since Treasurer Todd Black was absent this month (in FL), Chairman 

Ken gave the Treasury and Membership report that Todd had submitted remotely.  Our club funds balance is 

healthy, and 90 members have renewed with 43 more from 2024 still to do so. Ken noted that dues for 2025 can 

be accepted via PayPal (best method), checks, or cash.      

 

Activities Report ïDave Kray gave the Activities report: 

Past Events (by the time this is published): 

¶ March 23rd was our valve cover races event.  Thanks to George and Peggi Heissenberger for coordinating this event.  

Upcoming Events: 

¶ There is planning going on for having Swing Into Spring in late AprilðDave is waiting for feedback from 

Mulconryôs.  Stay tuned.  

¶ Hollis is working with Edison Tech regarding the Spring Tune Up Clinic.   Details are still being nailed down.  

¶ We will be having ódedicated cruise nightsô where the club chooses a variety of cruise nights to attend. 

¶ A club winery tour and Hammondsport overnight will be May 171-18. 

¶ The Canandaigua International Car Show will also be May 17 this year. 

¶ NAMGAR will be holding GT-50 in Traverse City, MI June 2-6; MG2025 will be held at Crystal Lake near Chicago. 

¶ MG102 will be held by the Canadian groups in Western Ontario in August.  Our club will likely have a group going. 

¶ Buffalo Octagon Autumn Fall Classic show will be Aug 31; September includes the WG vintages races.  We will 

have a Fall Tour in October, and the December Holiday Party.         

 

Regalia Joe Bellizia was absent but provided a written regalia report.  The club purchase of MGA 70th anniversary 

badges and pins from the MGCC UK have arrived.  A survey is on our club website to choose a tumbler design.    

 

Spokes ï Don Welch was absent so we did not have an update regarding Spokes.  We are currently featuring club 

member MGTDs, MGBs, and MGB GTs in Spokes so please consider writing an article with a few pictures of 

your car. Deadline for articles and photos is always one week from Friday following the meeting.     

   

Watkins Glen:  Dave Wild was absent so no Festival update.  Ken Barlow gave a brief update on the waiting list 

for 2025 Seneca Lodge rooms.    

 

Librarian : Paul Osborne shared a brief update regarding a new book received for the library, and a number of 

available Hagerty Driver magazines.        

 

Website and Car Show: Webmaster Leon Zak shared that the website continues to perform reliably.  Registration 

for our 2025 car show is open and we have some early registrations already.   July 13 is our 2025 Car Show date 

 



 - 21 - 

Old Business:  I had a look back at 2023 and 2024 Sprite and Midget registrations for the car show.  In 2023 they 

were separate classes but 10 cars total.  In 2024 they were combined and showed 11 registrations.  We decided 

based on this not to split them into two groups again.  

 

A moment of silence was held in Dick Powers honor following his passing in March.  A blank page will be left 

in Spokes as well.    

 

New Business:  The display plaques were on display.  There was no other new business. 

 

Other Announcements:  none.  

 

Cars and Parts for Sale:   

¶ Dave Chase is offering his MGA coupe for sale.  It is a beautiful mineral blue with 60-spoke wire wheels, white-wall 

tires, and an MGB engine and OD transmission.   

 

Member Projects: 

¶ Bob Welch shared an update on his 1972 BGT is being repainted in New Racing Green at EM Motors.  

¶ Stephen Lewandowski gave an update on his Midget.  He and Ken Barlow took it for a drive around the neighborhood 

and apparently it is quick!    

¶ Dave Kray gave an update on his 1980 MGB LE project.  He is getting ready to paint the engine bay now that the 

engine is out.  Dave will also be working on the OD gearbox.    

 

Door prizes were awarded and the meeting was closed at about 8:14 PM.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attendance MGCC Meeting March 20, 2025 
 
Sue Herschell 

Jim Herschell 

Allyn Wagner 

Rob Shrader 

Dan Suter 

Klint LiMuti  

Janet LiMuti 

Robin Illig 

Dennis Illig 

Barbara Zak 

Leon Zak 

 

Dave Kray 

Celeste Kray 

Rod Rodman 

Erin Foster 

Justin Foster 

Bill Baldwin 

Cheryl Baldwin 

John OôMalley 

Dick Rzepkowski 

Naomi Wadsworth 

Dann Valenza 

 

John Leible 

Karl Burkhardt 

George Heissenberger  

Paul Osborne 

Mike Robinson 

Stephen Lewandowski 

John Eberhardt 

Ken Barlow 

Annabelle Tescione 

 

New Members and Guests: 

None this month 
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Events Report for March, 2025 
 
¶ April  

¶ Proposed Swing into Spring ï Sunday April 27th, more info coming 

¶ Tune-Up Clinic  ï End of April or early May, more info coming. 

¶ May 
¶ Wine Tour / Hammondsport overnight ï Saturday May 17-18. Jeff Kath and Mike Robinson 

have teamed up to combine the annual trek to Hammondsport with a winery tour to a local winery, 

the details of which are still being worked out. The date is set for May 17th and 18th, with the winery 

tour being Saturday the 17th. After the tour, it will be the normal ride into Hammondsport where 

dinner and other activities are being planned. Jeff has arranged for rooms at the Keuka Lakeside Inn. 

To reserve your room, call Ron at +1 607-569-2600. If Ron doesnôt answer leave a message, and be 

sure to tell him youôre with the MG Car Club. There are a total of 5 rooms, 4 singles and one double. 

Hotel Info; http://www.keukalakesideinn.com  

The starting location for the Winery Tour will be from either Lima or Honeoye Falls, and 

comprise a roughly 50-mile ride to the winery. The final details are still being worked out, and 

more information will be posted as it becomes available. 

¶ Canandaigua International Festival and Car Show ï Saturday May 17th, 11:00 ï 5:00. A 

special room will be reserved at Ray's Restaurant for MGCC members prior to the show. 

More details to follow. You can also contact Rob Lillis at roblilliseval@gmail.com. 

¶ June 

¶ NAMG AR ï Travers City, MI, June 2sd ï 6th.  

¶ VRG Races ï Canadian Tire Motorsport Park (Mosport) June 13 ï 15 

¶ Steak Roast & Auction ï American Legion ï Sunday, June 22nd, 12:00 ï 6:00, More info 

coming. 

¶ July 

¶ Manchester Car Show ï Mike Griffin Memorial Park, Sat. July 12th, 10:00 ï 3:00. 

¶ MGCC Car Show ï NY Museum of Transportation, Sunday July 13th  

¶ MG2025 ï Crystal Lake, IL, July 19th ï 31st  

 
 

As always, the Event Calendar on the website is up to date and is the last word on events, dates and times.   

  

  

Respectfully submitted,  Dave Kray 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

http://www.keukalakesideinn.com/
mailto:roblilliseval@gmail.com


 - 23 - 

  

52nd Annual Sports Car & Auto Festival 
SUNDAY July 13th 

 

 

 

at the  

New York Museum of Transportation      

6393 East River Road, Rush, NY 

 

Gates Open 9AM                          

 Judging 12 noon        Awards 2pm 
 

Pre-registration $10 til June 10th 

mgcarclub.com/car-show-registration 

$20 day of show 

 

Many Classes for MGs, British, 

European, American, Asian Classics 
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Don, 

 

Will you please post this in Spokes? 

 

The 3rd annual Downtown Canandaigua 

International Festival and Car Show will 

take place Saturday May 17th, 2025.  As in 

past years, the opening car tour (with police 

escort this year) will cruise past several 

senior living facilities before display 

parking on Main Street.  There will be dash 

plaques, goodie bags, and people's choice 

awards in several categories.  A special 

room will be reserved at Ray's Restaurant 

for MGCC members to enjoy our annual 

pre-event breakfast.  More details to 

follow.  You can also contact Rob Lillis at 

roblilliseval@gmail.com. 

 

Thanks, 

Rob Lillis 

 

 
 


