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Safety Fast! 
Erin & Pat Welch when their daddy Bob brought home his ô71 GT ï March 1985  



   

 

Donôs Corner  
By Spokes editor, Don Welch   

 
 
Got a few rainy days in late May ς a good time to put our June SPOKES together.  My TD is 

out for repairs anyway.  Nothing too serious with the front end ς he tightened up the tie rod 
ends and front wheel bearings.  But it will need a new set of spark plugs to replace the one year 
ƻƭŘ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƪŜŘ ǳǇΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ Iн ŎŀǊōǎΦ  L Ǉǳǘ ƪƛǘǎ ƛƴ 
them, but probably the throttle shafts are too loose. 

 
Lƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ   
Number one is from my friend, Bob Welch, which starts with our wonderful cover photo of 

.ƻōΩǎ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ-to-ƘƛƳ Ωтм D¢, (about 40 years ago!)  ΩCase ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΧBob and I 
share a last name by coincidence - ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΦ  LǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
the corner from us, and has been a good friend for 50 years.  Which is how I met him years ago, 
and probably my first glancing contact with the MG CƭǳōΦ  [ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΧ 

 
A note about the bedraggled MGA with the trailer Molly 

and I saw at a McDonalds in West Virginia:  turns out it 
belongs to a guy named .ŀǊƴŜȅ DŀȅƭƻǊŘΦ  IŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 
traveling all around the country in it for at least the last 10 
years!  Writes about it, has a web site. 

  
    Car Shows and cruise-ins are revving up now.  A lot of 
them are listed here ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ sure there 
are many more.  Please send me info of any you think your fellow members will be interested 
in.    Thanks! 
 

 
      
 
 

 
 

    

Don 

 

Safety Fast!                  

 

Dan Suter asks: 

Can you please put in a blurb in Spokes that we are seeking articles about their cars from 

TD, MGB, and MGB GT owners?  We would like as much participation as possible! 
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BRUDNO AWARD LIFE MEMBERS 
Desi Benet ~ George Haynes ~ Alex Kopen ~ Joe Tierno ~ George & Nancy Herschell 

Gil & Betty Langswager ~ Richard & Bethel Powers ~ Dave & Barb Wild ~ Steve Fitch 

Jim Priestley ~ Wendy Dakin ~ Dave Chase ~ Wally Roworth ~ Doug & Laurie Scribner 

 

Add Your Name to the MGCC Endowed Scholarship Plaque 

An engraved nameplate is added to the plaque in recognition of donations of $30.00 or 
more (engraving fee is $5.00). This plaque, created by Paul Heaney, is displayed in the 
meeting room at the American Legion in Henrietta where we hold our regular meetings. 
A nameplate can be purchased in the name of the donor for a friend, or as a memorial.  
There is no requirement that donors of those honored through donations be members of 
the MG Car Club. If you wish to purchase a nameplate, send a check payable to MG Car 
Club to: 

Frank Stepanik 
13 Fiora Drive 
Fairport, NY 14450 

Please indicate exactly how the name should appear on the plaque. 

 

They support the MG Car Club, 
please support them! 
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PO Box 92556, Rochester, New York 14692 
Founded in 1958         Website: https://mgcarclub.com 

 

The Spokes is published monthly by the MG Car 

Club Western New York Centre as a benefit to its 

members.  Please see the inside for a membership 

form.  You may also join via the website.  Current 

and past issues of the Spokes are available in Adobe 

PDF format on the website. 

Articles reflect the opinion of the author. Articles are 

the property of MG Car Club Western New York 

Centre and may be reprinted by similar clubs 

providing the author and source is credited. It is 

requested that two copies of the republication, one 

for the author and one for our files, be forwarded to 

the editor of the Spokes. No other use is permitted.
 

 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS and APPOINTEES 

 
CHAIRMAN  Ken Barlow   chairman@mgcarclub.com 

 

VICE CHAIRMAN  Eric Mehserle   vicechair@mgcarclub.com 
 

SECRETARY  Dan Suter   secretary@mgcarclub.com 
 

TREASURER  Todd Black   treasurer@mgcarclub.com  
 

ACTIVITIES  Dave & Celeste Kray  events@mgcarclub.com 
 

TRUSTEE   George Heissenberger  trustee1@mgcarclub.com 
 

TRUSTEE   Rod Rodman   trustee2@mgcarclub.com 
 

SPOKES EDITOR  Don Welch   spokes@mgcarclub.com 
 

WEBMASTER  Leon Zak   webmaster@mgcarclub.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP  Todd Black   membership@mgcarclub.com 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

MEETINGS ς Held the third Thursday of each month, 
except December, at the American Legion, 260 Middle 
Rd., Henrietta, NY 14467.  Board Meetings are held in 
odd-numbered months and are open to all members. 
Contact the chairman regarding the scheduling of the 
next board meeting and to request your item to be 
added to the agenda, for either the general meeting or 
Board meeting.  

 

SUBMISSIONS ARE WELCOME 
Deadline: One week and a day after a general 
meeting. Contact the editor for additional 
information.  Send all correspondence and material 
via email to spokes@mgcarclub.com. 
 

CARDS AND LETTERS 
Nancy Chase 
689 Erie Station Road 
W. Henrietta, NY 14586 
(585) 334-6826 
   
CLUB REGALIA 
Joe Bellizia 
blitz7711@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

CLUB HISTORIAN 
Dave Wild 
wagonjack@mgcarclub.com 
 
 
SPOKES ADVERTISING 
Al Fink 
alcycle@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

LIBRARIAN 
Paul Osborne 
librarian@mgcarclub.com 
   
 
SEND PHOTOS FOR WEB 
SITE TO: 
photos@mgcarclub.com 
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/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ     By Ken Barlow   

    
 
The season started. Wetly? But the promise of June looms upon us and 

as reports start to come in from events, I'm confident we'll see more and 

more participation and more miles and more smiles in our little cars. It's 

hard to believe it took until Memorial Day for a full fledged car show 

to appear, but here we are. 

 

For my other hobby, which is on a bit of a hold this year, for the past 40 

or so Memorial Day weekends, I've performed at holiday events around 

the state and country. Most of these were remembrances of some kind, 

of course, parades, etc. playing my fife or drum in four to eight 

ceremonies, some a week before, some the weekend of, some a little after. I've played taps on a bugle at the VA, 

the long roll on my crepe dressed snare drum with the snares disconnected in a national cemetery, beating a 

solemn tune, at the grave-side of Revolutionary War soldiers right here at Mt. Hope Cemetery, Civil War Soldiers 

and every era since, at least a hundred Memorial Day parades and many ceremonies at legion halls or town parks. 

 

This year, however, we attended the Spring Car Show at the Windmill craft cooperative just South of Penn Yan. 

Together with Janet and Klint LiMuti, Erin and Justin Foster, Chris and I drove our cars the hour or so through 

the beautiful finger lakes region to attend our first car show of the year.  

 

We were favored with excellent weather, and met at least 250 other vehicles on the field next to the sheds and 

halls that make up that venue. These cars included a Jag, a TD, and about 247 American muscle cars. Justin 

enjoyed donuts (they were pretty good), we bought some fudge, a photograph for the dining room wall, possibly 

a new kitchen table (nowhere to strap it on the Sprite or the Camaro, so we'll have to go back), and after leaving, 

Klint and Janet were gracious enough to accept our "top 50 in no particular order" trophies for Justin's A and my 

Sprite. My first car show trophy! 

 

The drive home was lovely as well, where we stopped in to visit my mother, rounding out the day quite nicely. 

 

Let this serve as a gentle reminder, we own them to drive them, there's few sights prettier than the view down the 

nose of my Sprite, and I hope you feel the same about your car(s), so let's get out there and take home some 

trophies in June. If you need a hand with the car, the tune up clinic is a good place to start, or email the mailing 

list and ask for a hand, you'll have a dozen members in your driveway each with a slightly different favorite donut, 

so be sure to mix it up. 

 

 

 

  

Safety Fast!                 Ken                          KB 

 

Reminder:  2025 Dues are Due!     

 

Our next meeting is June 19th, 7:30 PM,  

American Legion, 260 Middle Rd, Henrietta,  NY 14467 
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  MGCarClub  
 
at the Fairfield Grill                                                      
May 4,2025 

 

Swing Into Spring
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Swing Into Spring, contôd

 

 



 - 8 - 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sun, May 4 at 4:57 PM 

A big shout-out THANK YOU to Dave & Celeste 

Kray for putting together another really nice 

MGCC event. What a terrific gathering - great 

company, excellent food, even a handful of brave 

souls who drove vintage cars on a cold-ish, damp 

day. Nicely done, Dave & Celeste!  - Annabelle 
 

Frank DeMarzo (with photo) 

Here are 2 brave souls.  I know of at 

least 2 others. 

 

Harold Rodman  

Sun, May 4 at 5:47 PM 

Great job Dave and Celeste!  Knocked it out 

of the park again.  

Great to see everyone.  

Rod 

 

Swing Into Spring, contôd

Bill Rausch  

Sun, May 4 at 5:19 PM 

I see one smart & one brave...  

(concerning Frankôs picture) 

 

 



 - 9 - 

  

 

 



 - 10 - 

 

 

  

 

 

Meeting Photos May 15, 2025                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinner before at The Fire Side 
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 This terrific photo of Todd heading home by Ken B. 

Meeting Photos, contôd   
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After the first half of the winery 

tour we took a pit stop. 

Very nice roads, with very little 

traffic. 

 

A few of us stayed the night in 

Hammondsport.  

 

Dennis was going to breakfast 

Sunday morning and noticed a 

squeak belt. Klint to the rescue 

with a nice new belt. During the 

installation of the belt the lower 

slotted adjuster was cracked. 

George Barbari volunteered to take 

Dennis to the Tractor Supply in Bath 

to secure repair parts. 

Upon returning and loosening the 

upper alternator pivot bolts, it was 

discovered that the ear was also 

broken off of the alternator. 

Everyone jumped in offering 

assistance including Ron the motel 

owner. A Temporary repair was 

made, although not pretty, it worked 

well enough to get Dennis back on his 

way home, with a stop at a distillery 

where we celebrated with a tall 

Bloody Mary. 

 

Sorry I didn't get any photos at the 

winery. 

 

Some of us continued on for a lunch 

stop at Bully Hill. 

 

 

Fall Tour to Hammondsport
ï by Dave Kray 
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It was kind of a chilly 

morning, but there was a 

whole line of little 

roadsters in front of 

Freestyle Mercantile  in 

Mumford  the last Sunday 

of May .  The coffee was 

nice and hot, the breakfast 

sandwiches were delicious, 

and Deb even made some 

fresh sweet rolls for us!   

The rain held off, mostly, 

until we got home!  
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Sunday July 13th 9am to 4pm 

6393 East River Rd, Rush, NY 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!  
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 In the November, 2020 issue of Spokes, 

I told the story of my first MGB. In fact the 
editor at the time, Mike Goodwin, even put 
the only photo I have of that car on the cover. 

  
MG version one was a 1965 roadster, 
painted iris blue with a darker blue top and 
black leather seats. I was 19 years old when 
I bought it for $100 and never anticipated the 
purchase would start me on a path of MG 
ownership which continues more than half a 
century later. It was appropriate that Iôd 
acquired my first MG at such a young age. 
Since I was a college student, with little 

money, I had to learn to repair it myself. 
Those skills were to serve me well in later 
years, though I didnôt realize it at the time. 
 
For a dozen years after the roadster met its 
untimely end, I drove other cars. In March 
1985 my wife became concerned about the 
frequent breakdowns of this Audi we had 
and the ramifications of being stranded on 
the side of the road with two toddlers. This 
was long before the internet was developed 
so I started looking in the want ads for a 
replacement second vehicle. I hit the jackpot 
on the first scan of the ads: a 1971 MGB GT 
for sale in Spencerport.  

 

MGB �² Version Two
by Bob Welch

 
1965 B 

 


