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Justin & Erin Fosters’ MGA, first in the row at Sonnenberg  
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Oh, the greens of summer!  A special Thank You to the Fosters for our beautiful cover 

photo, and to Bill Rausch for the cover idea and helping clean up the background. 

 

We have a new “official” Cards & Letters person.  Well, actually she’s been doing it 

unofficially for 6 years since health and age have prevented Nancy Chase from continuing 

in that duty.  Most of us know Annabelle Tescione as one of the friendliest and most 

thoughtful members of our club.  (Bringing cookies to the meetings has certainly  elevated 

her reputation with many of us!)  Thanks for accepting this position, and for all you do 

Annabelle! 

 

Quite a number of us spent a warm and lovely summer evening visiting our founding 

member, Gil Langswager at the Grandville Senior 

Community June 25
th
.  Just perfect for a ride with the 

top down, and Gil and the folks at Grandville sure 

appreciated the visit!  See page 14. 
 

There are more and more car shows and cruise-ins 

coming along.  If you know of one coming up, let the 

rest of us know too, and if you attend one, please take 

some pictures to share.   

Have a great MG summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’s Corner  

By Spokes editor, Don Welch   

 

Don  

 

Safety Fast!                  

 

  

 

“We want to give our children two things:   

the first is roots…and the other is wings.”  
                                                -African proverb 

NOTE:   Since the Welch family will once again be enjoying the beaches of Cape Cod the 
last week of July, I will not be preparing an August 1st issue.  See you in September! 
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They support 
the MG Car 

Club, 
please support 

them! 
 

 

Paul’s Canvas

 
 

Contents 

BRUDNO AWARD LIFE MEMBERS 
Desi Benet ~ George Haynes ~ Alex Kopen ~ Joe Tierno ~ George & Nancy Herschell 
Gil & Betty Langswager ~ Richard & Bethel Powers ~ Dave & Barb Wild ~ Steve Fitch 

Jim Priestley ~ Wendy Dakin ~ Dave Chase ~ Wally Roworth ~ Doug & Laurie Scribner 
 

Add Your Name to the MGCC Endowed Scholarship Plaque 

An engraved nameplate is added to the plaque in recognition of donations of $30.00 or 
more (engraving fee is $5.00). This plaque, created by Paul Heaney, is displayed in the 
meeting room at the American Legion in Henrietta where we hold our regular meetings. 
A nameplate can be purchased in the name of the donor for a friend, or as a memorial.  
There is no requirement that donors of those honored through donations be members of 
the MG Car Club. If you wish to purchase a nameplate, send a check payable to MG Car 
Club to: 

Frank Stepanik 
13 Fiora Drive 
Fairport, NY 14450 

Please indicate exactly how the name should appear on the plaque. 

 

Advertisers in the Spokes 
 
 
 
 

Don's Corner ............................................. 2 

MG Club Officers ….................................. 4 

Chairman's Corner - Ken Barlow ….....…. 6 

Tip O' the Hat …........................................ 8 

Photos from Our Meeting …...................... 10 

Meeting Minutes ….................................... 12 

Visiting Gil …............ …............................. 14 

Sam's Extreme Experience ........................ 16 

Appreciation Visits ….............……............. 17 

Simeone Collection …................................. 19 

Steak Roast …............................................ 21 

Sonnenberg …........................................... 25 

Cars & Coffee …................……..…........... 27 

Swing Into Summer …................................ 29 

Historic Club Photos …............................... 30 

Sunshine Page ……................................... 32 

Car Shows …...............….......................... 33 

Regalia by Joe B. …................................... 40 

Cars & Parts for Sale ……......................... 47 

Join Our Club …......................................... 48 

And Finally .….............................…........ 49 

 



PO Box 92556, Rochester, New York 14692 
Founded in 1958         Website: https://mgcarclub.com 

 

The Spokes is published monthly by the MG Car Club 
Western New York Centre as a benefit to its members.  
Please see the inside for a membership form.  You may 
also join via the website.  Current and past issues of the 
Spokes are available in Adobe PDF format on the website. 

Articles reflect the opinion of the author. Articles are the 
property of MG Car Club Western New York Centre and 
may be reprinted by similar clubs providing the author 
and source is credited. It is requested that two copies of 
the republication, one for the author and one for our 
files, be forwarded to the editor of the Spokes. No other 
use is permitted.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  

MG CAR CLUB WESTERN NEW YORK CENTRE 78 
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Henrietta, NY 14467.  Board Meetings are held in odd-
numbered months and are open to all members. Contact the 
chairman regarding the scheduling of the next board meeting 
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either the general meeting or Board meeting.  

 

SUBMISSIONS ARE WELCOME 
Deadline: One week and a day after the general 
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Our 2026 Officers! 

Alana Roberts,  

Secretary 

Justin & Erin Foster, 

Activities 

Celeste Kray,  

Treasurer 

 

Ken Barlow, 

Chairman 
Eric Mehserle 

Vice Chair 

Reminder:  2026 Dues     
Dues continue to be just $30 which has not increased in a really long time. Considering the cost of living increases 
in the past few years this is a bargain! For all that $30 you get yourself, spouse/ significant other/ family all as 
members, the “Spokes” club monthly newsletter, admission to monthly meetings, knowledge, assistance and 
comradery of fellow British car loving friends, invitation to regular cars and coffees, regular monthly events all 
year long, impromptu meet ups for ice-cream, beer, lunch or dinners, notice of cars, parts and other offers,  my 
lasting admiration and thanks.    

    There are three ways to renew your dues!!! 

You can renew and pay $30 online at: https://mgcarclub.com/join/  

You can give your $30 payment in person to Celeste Kray, Treasurer, or an officer, at any meeting 

or gathering. 

You can mail your $30 check made out to MG CAR Club to: Celeste Kray, Treasurer MG Car Club,   

3470 Lacrosse Circle, Canandaigua, NY 14424 

Canandaigua, NY 14424 

Canandaigua, NY 14424 

https://mgcarclub.com/join/
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We are springing into summer, literally this month, and 

just as literally, join us Saturday, June 27th at 0930 (departure at 10am) 

for the Spring into Summer Tour from Bay/Ridge Wegmans to Sodus 

Point, zig-zagging along the back roads between Ridge and Lake, then 

back along Lake Road aka Great Lakes Seaway Trail. Lake Road has 

some amazing views and even if you don't attend the tour, be sure to 

get your car on it at least once a season. I liken it to the drive South 

from Henrietta to Naples, or really any North/South route anywhere 

in the area, quite often offering sweeping views of the hills that form the Finger Lakes.  

Between every lake in the valleys where there are no lakes, there are still streams, creeks and rivers. Those 

valleys just didn't form lakes because the North end (downstream for all the Lakes is to the North) aren't blocked 

as effectively as those valleys that did, they offer very similar and very stunning views in either case. 

In fact, let's do both, drive out to Sodus Point for a hot dog, and back along Lake Road, and maybe in July we can 

cruise around a Finger Lake or two. The drive around Canandaigua Lake or Keuka Lake or really any of them is 

lovely this time of year. If no one volunteers to organize it, I'll whip something up for a free Saturday or Sunday 

in July or the week after the car show in August, or use an old tour route like the Spring into Summer tour route, 

recycled from Chris and my first tour with the club in 2022 when Dan and George prepped the notes. 

More importantly, if you read this before that tour, we're inviting ourselves to visit Gil Langswager at his 

retirement place in Greece. Tentative date is Thursday the 25th of June, rain date Friday the 26th. If you know 

of a member who is stuck at home or in a home and can receive visitors outside, now's the time. I'm happy to 

come out some evening during the week and hang out for a few hours and I'm sure many other members are as 

well. 

I have heard some distressing news, several of our members' cars are offline during prime driving season! Go 

back, go ahead, read the old Spokes from my tenure as Chairman and you can see me warning, time and time 

again, get your maintenance done during the winter months, save the big stuff for the off season. I can say it, "I 

told you so." (He says as he did zero maintenance this past winter and his fuel pump died in the Midget leaving 

Stephen Lewandowski stuck a few hundred yards from his house when he borrowed it one day...) 

Thankfully it was downhill and Stephen coasted through two turns, and ended with enough energy he could 

have driven into his back lawn. I drove that car home from Stephen's house on the old "boat tank" method, 

cheap electric fuel pump, bypassing the original fuel pump, the line from which we plugged with a 

screwdriver bit and a clamp just in case it started working on the drive home. The pump was connected to a 12v 

battery out of my lawn mower, and the supply line to the carburetor fished up through the bonnet to the filter 

then into the carb. Safety First though, I strapped the fuel jug to the passenger seat. 

 

Chairman’s Corner     by Ken Barlow  
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You can see the carefully secured gas can, sorry, fuel tank, the expertly installed fuel pump, the extremely safe 

12v lawn mower battery and the totally legitimate use of 1/4" fuel line. 

It worked fine. Did I get the fuel pump into the car, or the 

mechanical pump replaced this weekend? No. It sits idle. I'll 

get to it. 

All that said, if you need a hand like Stephen did with my car, 

give a shout, someone will be along to give you a push 

downhill, or help you replace your dodgy wiring feeding your 

cheap Amazon sourced fuel pump shortly! 

If you didn't get your business cards to share with like-

minded folks for recruiting and legitimizing yourself, then 

grab some at the next few meetings. If you have a room at 

Seneca Lodge for SVRA/Grand Prix Festival weekend, let me 

know if you need your room #, and call with your credit card 

information to pay the fine folks for your room. If you need 

car show posters, see Joe and Eric. 

See you at Gil's, the Spring into Summer tour, the July 

meeting and our car show. 

 

Let's go for a drive. 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Ken                          KB 
 

 

Our next meeting is  
July 16th, 7:30 PM,  

American Legion, 260 Middle Rd, 
Henrietta,  NY 14467 

 

 

The Last MG 
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This is just a page to thank your friends for doing a good turn 

A very big THANK YOU to all those who 

sent in pictures this month:  Joe Bellizia, 

George Hessenberger, Erin Foster, 

Frank DeMarzo, Bob Welch, Doreen 

Wilson, Allyn Wagner, Annabelle 

Tescione, Dann Valenza, Alana Roberts, 

Dave Kray.  

- Don W 
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Dinner at the Fireside 
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New Members/Guests 

No new members/guests tonight but bring some! 

Pass out the business cards! 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Happy Anniversary to the LiMutis! 

Happy Birthday Don! 

 

Approval of Meeting Minutes – approved (you are all too kind!) 

 

Reports 

Car Show - –  Joe Belizia and Eric Mehserle 

The shirts look great, especially in lime green and the dash plaques look phenomenal (180 ordered) 

 

There was some debate about the inclusion of shirts in both mens and womens fits 

8 classes → Triumph club will likely sponsor an award 

 

Too late for June issue to gather more advertisers but start talking to people for 2027! 

 

Hollis idea – make more of an effort to to solicit American shows (hit up local shows and cruise nights) 

 

Sign up to volunteer! 

 

Treasurer – Celeste Kray 

A healthy balance 

 

Membership  

166 members in good standing 

 

Activities – Erin and Justin Foster → check them out on our website and note sign-up deadlines 

Fall driving tour – some discussion on the best route 

  

Regalia –  Joe Belizia  

Hats! Shirts!  

 

Spokes – Don Welch 

- Looking for pictures, articles, doodles of Ken 

- Tip of the hat page – let your friends know you appreciate them! 

- Advertising → always seeking more advertisers; pass along leads 

Watkins Glen – Alana Roberts  

- IMSA 6 Hours 6/25-6/28 → 50 years of IMSA Watkins Glen Elementary Auditorium 7:00 

- Trans Am 7/16-7/19 → Hagerty 7/18-19 

$60 reg includes car show, touring laps, 2 weekend passes sat/sun, welcome bag, driver and guest 

(discounts military, first responders, law enforcement) 

- Vintage 9/10-9/13 

o Hotel reservations → talk to Ken 

Membership renewed to Safety Fast → password for digital access is in Spokes 

Library – Check books out! 

Website – Leon 

Historian – No report; ISO copies of old tours records (greatest laps) 

By Alana Roberts 



 - 13 - 

Old Business – N/A 

New Business – contacted by Orleans Cobblestone Society (Ganes NY) to consider a tour; fact-gathering 

stage; Cars and Coffees Little Speed Shop June event canceled  

Other Announcements 

Cars for Sale -  

Cars and Projects  

 

 

 

 

 

  
Attendance:  May 21st Meeting 

Hollis Hames 
Bruce Henry 
Debbie Henry 
Jim Herschell 
Sue Herschell 
Dennis Illig 
Robin Illig 
Dave Kuhn 
Janet LiMuti 
Klint LiMuti 
Eric Mehserle 
John Murphy 
Marty Peck 
  
  
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Alana Roberts 
Trevor Roberts 
Dan Suter 
Annabelle Tescione 
Tim Tracey 
Naomi Wadsworth 
Alex Wagner 
Allyn Wagner 
Bob Welch 
Don Welch 
Gary Wilson 
Tom Yoki 

 

Bob Abels 
Georgean Abels 
Dan Asbury 
George Barbari 
Paula Barbari 
Joe Bellizia 
Todd Black 
Frank DeMarzo 
Erin Foster 
Justin Foster 
Bruce Freeland 
Mike Goodwin 
Susan Goodwin 
  
  

 

 
Al Wagner and grandson Alex Wagner 
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June 26th

Ken Barlow                                                                                        Sun, Jun 14 at 6:03 PM 

Thursday, June 25th or rain date is Friday the 26th, two days before, or the day before the Spring into 

Summer Tour, we'll meet at Gil's place in our sports cars for a visit at 6:30 PM.  

If there are other senior members of the club who need a home visit, let us know and we'll go be obnoxious 

in their driveway too!  Grandville Senior Living, Maiden Lane, Greece 

 

 
Rick Connors from Grandville was a very 

appreciative host! 

 

Hi Ken....Thanks again for organizing this visit to see 

my dad, Gil. He really appreciates everyone 

stopping by with their cars to visit him. I will be there 

with my MGA.   Jeff Langswager 
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Gil was really looking forward to seeing cars & members 

from his old MG Club.  He especially hoped to see some 

TD’s like he used to have.  I think he was very pleased at 

our turnout! 

Many of the other folks from Grandview came out too.  And 

they were familiar with the old MG’s! 
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Pine View Run, Lafayette, NY 

What a Fathers Day gift! 

On a perfect day in June, Sam Welch got to 

drive 2 Lamborghinis on the Pine View track 
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After a very nice lunch & a beer at Irish Mafia, many of us followed Mike 

and Maggy Robinson on a “scenic route” to Rising Storm near Livonia.  

Well, I want to tell you that if you go with Mike on a scenic drive, you’d 

better make sure you’ve got a full tank of gas, and have been to the 

rest room! I don’t think we left many back roads untraveled on the way 

to another nice stop at Rising Storm Brewing. 
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24 hours. 40 plus historic cars. Live Le Mans coverage.      Alana Roberts 
The American story at Le Mans, told through the Simeone Museum collection. 
The Simeone Foundation Automotive Museum will host the fourth annual 24 Heures du Simeone on June 13 and 14, 2026, 
running concurrently with the actual 24 Hours of Le Mans in France. 
This year’s theme, The Americans at Le Mans, traces the full arc of American ambition at the world’s greatest endurance race, 
from the earliest American pioneers in the 1920s through the defining battles of the 1960s. 
More than 40 historic car demonstrations will run across 12 themed segments over a continuous 24 hour program. Live 
coverage of the race in France will stream throughout the museum. Historic drivers and competitors will appear for interviews, 
with live check ins from drivers and engineers on the ground at Le Mans as the race unfolds. 
The weekend will also mark the public unveiling of the latest addition to the Simeone permanent collection. The museum has 
not disclosed what the acquisition is, describing it only as a significant addition to one of the world’s great collections of racing 
sports cars. (AR note: it was a Group 44 Jag driven by Hurley Haywood) 
 

 

 

 

 

Photos thanks to Dann Valenza 
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Gary Wilson’s ‘52 TD Rep. at the Albion Strawberry Festival 
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An amazing MG quilt by Celeste Kray (right), and the 

record-breaking top bidder, Annabelle Tescione 

 

 
Creator of this fantastic MG quilt Celeste Kray (right)  

and amazing high bidder Annabelle Tescione 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
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Joe B’s newly restored Midget  

Photos thanks to George H & Joe B 

1954 Kaiser Darrin  
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Best Import prize: Don Sweeney 

From Daniel Suter 
Hi Don, 

My son-in-law Brian teaches at RL Thomas high school in 

Webster.  Each June they hold an alumni car show and Brian 

got me an invitation to bring my MGA even though I did not 

go there for high school.  

The high schoolers were great!  They were enthusiastic and 

respectful of the cars -- the show was really fun.  The 

teachers brought their classes out during the morning.  I 

also talked with Bob Blind, Dick Power's nephew.  My MGA 

was one of only two British cars there--the other was a 

2008 Aston Martin Vantage.   

One of Brian's students, Annabell, drew this pen drawing of 

my car.  It is quite accurate, even down to the grille welting 

that did not fit properly after we had to remove the grille a 

few summers ago to get at a headlight wiring problem....I 

guess I need to get after that!   

Dan   
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Always the last Sunday of the month, 

9AM at FreeStyle Mercantile in 

Mumford.  Come join us! 
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 Photos by George H & Frank D 
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Ken Barlow                                                           Mon, Jun 8 at 9:26 PM 
 

Three weeks out.  Saturday, June 27th. 

 

We'll leave Webster Wegmans parking lot at 10AM and head 

East, zig zagging towards Sodus Point. Stop for a wine tasting 

at Young Sommer Winery, then head out again and stop 

for lunch in Sodus Point. Post-lunch, we'll head home along the 

lovely scenic Lake Road back to Webster to disburse at your 

leisure along the route. 

 

 

Photos thanks to Erin F 
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Robert Welch  

To:Don Welch, spokes@mgcarclub.com 

Sun, Jun 21 at 8:29 PM 

Hi Don, 

Here are some photos I took in the period from about 1987 to 1990. In several are 

legendary members who’ve passed. Thankfully Dave Wild and Joe Tierno are still with us, 

as are John & Cookie Lombino who are not pictured but their TD and driftwood are. 

One was taken at the Victor schools where we had our car show for many years (this 

photo is just part of the show - it was vast). The ones with industrial buildings were at a 

gymkhana at Xerox. The rest are from the Glen. 
 

Best regards, Bob 

 

 
Alex & Beth Kopen, George Hessenberger 

 

 
Desi Benet 

 

 
George Haynes, Dick Powers, Tom Sargent 

 

 
George Herschell, Dave Wild 
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Lombino's TD & driftwood 

 

 
MGCC Car Show, Victor 

 

 
Ruth Phillip, Nancy Herschell 

 

 
Crash at Watkins Glen 1949 
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HAPPY
 

 

If you think you’ve been mistakenly left off either list above, 
first check to see if you’ve paid your dues. 
If you still think it’s a mistake, send a note to the editor at 
spokes@mgcarclub.com 
 

Happy Birthday 

 

 

2 Patricia Sangster 

3 Cindy Austin 

4 Peggi Heissenberger 

4 Colin Ottman 

5 Nancy Hoselton 

5 Calvin Poulter 

7 Joseph Bellizia 

7 Bob Welch 

11 Chris Pascuzzo 

13 Christine Barlow 

13 Gregory Kern 

14 J David Rubin  

14 Dave Wild 

17 Mercedes Gonzalez 

20 Trevor Roberts 

27 Rich Booth 

30 Susan Goodwin 
 

3 Bob & Carole Lillis 

8 Todd & Donna Black 

13 Bill & Sue DeVos 

14 Paul & Marsha Osborne 

14 Andrew & Christine Wells 

16 Brian & Kristina Smith 

19 Don & Linda McConnell 

23 Don & Mary Sweeney 

26 Dennis & Robin Illig 

27 Eric 7 Dawn Mehserle 
 

mailto:spokes@mgcarclub.com
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Events Report for June 2026 
 

 

• August 
o August 9th 

▪ MG Car Club Western NY Car Show - Rush Fire Department Field 
o August 14th through 16th 

▪ MG 103 Fest – 1000 Islands, Canada 
o August 23rd through 27th 

▪ MG International 2026 – Sandusky, Ohio 
 

• October 
o October 18th  

▪ 2026 Fall Tour at Arcade and Attica Railroad at 10 AM 
▪ If you paid your annual club dues by February 15th, your cost will be $20. If you paid your 

dues February 16th or later, then your cost will be $23 per person 

 
Please keep in mind the Event Calendar on the website is up to date and is the last word on events,  

  

by Justin & Erin Foster 

         Please let me know of any others, & send flyers to Spokes@MGCarClub.com 

SHOW DATE TIME  LOCATION 
Manchester Car Show July 11 10-3 Griffin Park, 1 West Ave 

WNY MG Club 53rd Car Show Aug 9 9-4 Rush Firemens Field 

MG 103 Fest Aug 14-16   Gananoque, Ontario, Can. 

MG International 2026 Aug 24-27   Sandusky, Ohio 
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dates and times. 
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How to get SAFETY FAST magazine: 
 

Here is the process of accessing the website of the M.G. Car Club of 
U.K. 
  

The website is: www.mgcc.co.uk 
  

As shown in the login, the membership number and the email 
address are both defaulted. 
  

(I had to create an email address for the club members to access, 
as it wasn’t a transferable link). 
  

The Password is: MorrisGarage1923-2023! 
  

There is a link to the monthly edition of Safety Fast Magazine as 
well as much more goings on in the MG world. 
If you have any questions, you can contact me.   – Todd Black 
 
 

 

 

 
Photographer being photographed! - by Al W.   

http://www.mgcc.co.uk/
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Cars and Parts For Sale 

Please inform the editor when your ad should be removed 
 

 

 

For Sale: Color Wiring Diagrams 11x17 size; many cars 
to choose from $17.95.  Further details at 
  www.colorwiringdiagrams.com 

NOTE: 
Ads will run for 90 days and then be removed. 
Unless of course, you contact us asking to continue. 
As always, there is no charge for these.   
Commercial enterprises wishing to run a half or full page ad, 
please contact Al Fink,  alcycle@hotmail.com 

I found two 1275 engines in Pennsylvania. Ended up picking 
them both up on Saturday along with a 73 Midget. Willing to 
sell the car with or without the engine and transmission. 
  
Timothy Tracey 
Tracey Door Co. 
20 Hytec Cir. 
Rochester, NY 14606 
585-426-6060 
 
 

 

 

Attached is a picture of a good friend TJ Brad dad‘s 
car. It was an active member of SCCA and the BOA 
car is in mid condition and it’s for sale. You can 
reach me George Barbari 716-694-7366 if you like 
information to reach TJ - thank you 

 

http://www.colorwiringdiagrams.com/
mailto:alcycle@hotmail.com
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MG Car Club Western NY Centre 
Membership Application 

 
Annual family membership dues $30 
 

Make checks payable to: 
MGCC of Western NY  

(or use PayPal on our web site, MGCarClub.com) 
 

Print and mail form and payment to: 
Membership – MG Car Club 
3740 Lacrosse Cir 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 

Join Our Club!  Use this form (if you like paper) or go on-line 
         to www.mgcarclub.com  and click on: 

 

"FOR SALE: 1952 MG TD clipper blue with tan interior. Runs well. Frame off restoration in 1982. Correct car. Owned since 
1986. Engine and transmission professionally rebuilt in 2020. Carbs rebuilt in 2023. Needs rear shocks and fender mirror. 
Includes tonneau cover, luggage rack, front stabilizer and many extras. Asking $7,500. Car is located in Orchard Park, NY. 
Contact John Spagnoli at 716-662-0885 for more information."  

  

http://www.mgcarclub.com/
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Route 20, east of Auburn 

See you next month! 

And Finally… 


